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Ecclestastical Affairs. 


MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL VEGETATION. 


From the day-break of time down to this present 
hour, the nature and use of education seem to have 
been wholly misunderstood. They who pretend to 
the highest, to something like infallible authority in 
this matter, betray ignorance of it as dense as the 
unlettered multitudes whose state they profess to 
pity. One is tempted to conclude, taking their 
representations for his guide, that the human mind 
is a kind of receptacle into which it is our peculiar 
business to shovel as much and as various informa- 
tion as possible—an invisible bag for storing up 
facts—a living scrap-book, in which to paste 

leasant pictures and to write fragments of know- 
— ence, we have all sorts of mechanical 
contrivances for instructing the family of man 
contrivances on the large as well as on the small 
scale —nursery puzzles, and state education. One 
radical mistake pervades the whole. It would 
appear to be . forgotten that the one thing 
to be aimed at that without which all else is so 
much — the evolution,the growth of the 
mind itself. 

That germ of vital intelligence which has been 
planted within us—in which lie wrapped up in 
embryo all spiritual faculties, susceptibilities, tastes 
—it is the budding forth, the gradual unfolding 
and expansion of that which alone demands our 
care. Knowledge is but the earth, out of which 
the living germ extracts aliment, and by a process 
of assimilation enlarges itself. It is just so far use- 
ful, and no farther, as it enters into combination with 
the mind to which it is supplied. What we really 
want is the growth of the inner and essential man. 
Our proper object is, not to put something within 
him which is now without, but by means of what 
is without, to make that which is within develop all 
its powers. We speak so frequently, for convenience’ 
sake, of the ** of man as the soil, and its varied 
information as the many- coloured flowers which 
spring up and root themselves therein, that our 
judgments become bewildered—and, for want of 
due reflection, we mistake accumulation of know- 
ledge for intellectual growth. The truth, however, 
is that the mind is the plant, and knowledge the 
soil which we heap about its roots. The first is 
the seat of vitality—the last only the means to it. 
It is the first, and not the last, which our culture 
must aim to push into blossom. 

Precisely the same mistake runs through our 
modern and fashionable system of dealing with re- 
ligion. Means—means—means—the great and 
exclusive object of our care is the multiplication of 
means. Build churches — subdivide parishes — 
endow clergy — appoint schoolmasters — teach 
catechism—and the result of all this, according to 
our legislators, will be national Christianity. 

The stolid ignorance which all this evinces, is, for 
the middle of the nineteenth century, as strange 
as it is disgraceful. As though there were aught 
in Christian institutions, apart from their effects 
upon human character, for which it is important to 
sustain them, even at any sacrifice—as though 
their mere existence amongst us compassec all the 
designs of religion—as though the benefit conferred 
upon our race by rss a! truth was wholly 
extraneous, somewhat separate from and outside of 
ourselves. 

Christianity, wherever it fulfils its glorious mis- 
sion, imbeds, if we may so speak, in human intelli- 
gence, avital and indectructible germ of character— 
casts into it a seed wherein are contained the rudi- 
ments of allthe tendencies, aspirations, affections, 
susceptibilities,and powers, which can permanently 
elevateand dignify human nature, and fit it to enter 
. its higher and immortal destiny. The end of 
Christian institutions is, in the first place, to scatter 
abroad this seed; and, as it quickens, to promote 
its expansion. Culture is of use only as it induces 
spiritual character to unfold. It is towards this 
our care, if, indeed, it have any meaning in it, 
must address itself. The self-acting evolutions of 
the inner man—the beautiful efflorescence of a new 
principle of moral life—the manifestation to broad 
daylight of hidden elements—the ripening into 
strength and perfection of powers yet undeveloped— 
this is the object of religious instruction. They are 
exclusively intended and adapted to accomplish 
this. Christian character, by means of them, im- 
bibes such nourishment as best harmonises with 
itself, assimilates it, buds, uncurls, puts out itself 
according to the laws of its own being, and be- 


comes a splendid illustration of the infinite and 
eternal mind in which alone is to be found the 
original type of its existence. 

All the arrangements of the Christian scheme 
harmonise with this its end — all its provisions 
have 3 upon their very surface this design 
namely, to bring out into full-leaved expansion 
what was first put into the heart as a primary and 
elemental — The very sphere we are made to 
occupy—that which we are compelled to know, 
and that which it is determined we shall not know 
—vicissitudes, physical and moral—wants of every 
description—trials of every order — everything 
which is without ourselves — everything which by 
any possibility can be made to touch our minds 
may be looked upon simply as the compost out of 
which for practical piety to draw sap, and acquire 
fibre, and fetch the sustenance which may aid it in 
disclosing the latent beauty of its form, the erst 
veiled loveliness of its different hues. 

The voluntary principle is in exquisite keeping 
with the general tone of these arrangements. It 
ministers something more than instruction—it gives 
education—it stimulates the self-acting tendencies 
of the inner man—puts it, if we may so speak, 
upon trial, and thereby exercises, invigorates, ma- 
tures it. It addresses itself. perpetually to the 
legitimate impulses of the character which religion 
evermore superinduces. That principle of moral 
life which Christianity begets in the heart, slowly 
it may be, but progressively evolves, under the in- 
fluence of this system, displays its essential vitality, 
and manifests its latent power. And this is the 
special virtue of it—one of its main characteristics. 
It bequeaths to the church no fortune whereby all 
necessity for her own exertions are superseded. It 
does far better. It rather makes her acquainted 
with the strength of her own powers, teaches her 
the proper use of them, familiarises her with the 

leasure to be derived from their healthful exercise, 
eads her forth to becoming spheres in which to 
give unceasing play to her own activities, and, by 
such training, aids the life within her in embodying 
itself in a form of surpassing loveliness. The 
church thus becomes comparatively independent of 
the accident of her own position. She is her own 
dowry. Her strength is within herself. Her 
r flows from a fountain which nothing but 
er own unfaithfulness can seal up. She becomes, 
accordingly, a glorious expansion or embodiment 
of Christian excellence. All the beauty of hea- 
ven’s own truth finds expression in her form and 
countenance. Dignity sits upon her brow. Ten- 
derness looks forth from her eyes. Firmness is 
seen in the compression of her lips. Upon her 
cheeks there is the glow of purity, the bloom of 
health. And radiant from all her features beams 
forth the spirit of high, sacred, unutterable love. 

It will be observed that in the preeeding para- 
graph we have changed the figure, for convenience’ 
sake, but we have retained the idea with which we 
started. Christian institutions are framed with a 
view to develop the latent energies of Christian 
virtue. Their e ok end is to cause religious 
character to evolve itself, and by means of its at- 
tractions, thus fully developed and unostentatiously 
displayed, to win the world to willing obedience. 
The mode of their support must necessarily be in 
harmony with their object. The voluntary prin- 
ciple is so, and the voluntary principle only. The 
conclusion is obvious. 

Cnuncn Rates.—Passive Resistance.—At_ the 
Barnsley court-house, on Wednesday, Richard 
Mallinson, Sarah Wood, Joshua Dyson, John Firth, 
Hannah Dickinson, Uriah Brooke, and Samuel 
Brown, members of the society of Friends, were 
summor.ed by John Gaunt, constable of Denby, for 
church rates. Warrants of distress were ordered to 
be issued. 

RocupaLe.—A hard contest has been going on in 
this borough for the election of churchwardens. The 
number to be elected was nine, in addition to the 
churchwarden appointed by the vicar himself. Two | 
separate lists were proposed by each party, and, after 
four days’ polling, the result was :— 


For the liberal churchwardens...... 2,963 
6 ——— ccc cess 1,140 
eee ers 1,823 


Priestty INTOLERANCE.—A correspondent sends 
us the following account, the truth of which is con- 
firmed by a paragraph to the same effect in the 
Suffolk Chronicle: Last week a petition was got 
up in Yarmouth against the educational clauses of 
‘ Bir James Graham's Sunday School Church Ex- 


tinction bill,’ to be signed by Sunday school teachers. 
The petition, after havin — numerously signed 
by those of the nonconforming congregations, was 
handed over to the church, where it was signed by 
the superintendent and teachers of the church school. 
This got to the ears of the rector, the Hon. and Rev. 
— Pellew, who immediately came and declared the 
boys’ school (numbering 280 scholars) dissolved, and 
sent them all home, with superintendent, teachers 
(about 20 in number), and committee. The superin- 
tendent being much grieved at this conduct, went 
and informed the Mayor of it, who offered the 
Guildhall for his use, and felt willing to do anything 
to keep the school together, not approving of the 
shameful conduct of the clergyman. The girls’ 
school being carried on by a Miss Turner, and chiefly 
supported by her, it was out of his power to dissolve; 
or, at any rate, she was rather too influential a per- 
son for him to interfere with, or else girls and bo 

would have all been started out of the church at the 
same time. S. L. Barber, Esq., one of the school 
committee, has been to remonstrate with the rector, 
but to no effect; as he thought he had a right to 
dissolve the school after their signing such a petition 
as that. The children are to be taught in the Town 


rather an awkward position with some of his hearers, 
— his —— of acting ey! z — Lag is not 
ikely to improve his position, for the tide is against 
him 1 1 — * = show what 8 nonconformista 
may expect ec e power over 
the national schools chat Se 1 G wishes 
them to have. The clergy, seeing the influence they 
used to have over their parishioners away from 
them, resort to all sorts of means to check it. But 


the parishioners begin to act without the consent of 
their clergy.” 


SCOTCH KIRK. 

AssociaTions ix Support or THE FrEE Pres- 
BYTERIAN Cuurcu.—The Witness announces that 
four hundred and eighty-one associations in support 
d — free presbyterian church have already been 
ormed. 


The Marquis of Breadalbane, who has for some 
years past lent his countenance to the nonintrusion 
arty in the church, has at length seen fit to retreat 
m his alliance, in so far, at least, as regards an 
immediate secession. It appears, from a correspon- 
dence betwixt his lordship and Mr Dunlop, that the 
commoner had requested him to become one of the 
provisional trustees, in whom the property of the 
new kirks was to be vested. The marquis declined 
the intended honour, and demurred to the 23 
of a precipitate separation, at least before the legis- 
lature had definitely refused to provide a remedy for 
the existing difficulties. It is to be inferred from 
Mr Dunlop’s letter, that the secession will certainly 
take place in May; and that there will be two 
general assemblies, one of the established and another 
of the seceding church. 

The Standard publishes a long letter on the seces- 
sion, from Sir George Sinclair to the Earl of Aberdeen, 
dated Brighton, 25th April. Sir George writes under 
the fear of the impending disruption of the church, 
which extorts a mass of observations that must have 
taken him some time to write. IIe expresses a belief 
that the seceders will be numerous, and urges govern- 
ment to make a last effort to avert the calamity. 


THE GOVERNMENT EDUCATION SCHEME. 


PETITIONS AGAINST THE Factory B1LL.—The num- 
ber of petitions presented against the odious bill was 
not surpassed even at the time of Lord Sidmouth's 
attack on the religious liberty of the country. 
During the past week, from Tttesdayese’nmight- to 
Monday night,the gross number of petitions presented 
against ho F 


day, 1,048; on Thursday, 893. On 3,302 
were presented. ‘The presentation occupied the 
House from a quarter to four till half-past five o'clock. 
Among them were 369 petitions signed by 132,000 
dissenters of Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire, pre- 
sented by Lord Worsley; one from 20,000 Roman 
catholics of Liverpool by Mr Ewart, and 600 petitions 
from various parts of England by Mr Hawes. The 
list of petitions on that evening occupied nearly three 
columns of Saturday's Chronicle. The Globe gives the 
following description of the scene :— 


“On Friday night, the scene was exceedingly animated. The 
lobby of the house was crowded with gentlemen having charge 
of large bales of petitions regularly arranged, accordin 35 1 
districts of the country whence they had been forwarded, — 
indorsed with the aggregate number of signatures to * ; 
These were either w ting for, or in search of, members who re- 
presented those places, or some town or county adjacent, to pre- 
sent them to the House; while multitudes of similar petitions 
had been transmitted direct to the representatives of the city, 
town or county, in which the petitioners resided, and were 
brought down to the house by the members, either in their pri- 
vate carriages or hired cabs. Within the house, the scene was 
quite amusing. Members were seen entering from the lobby, 
bearing porters’ loads of petitions, or sitting with piles at their 
feet, or by their side, waiting for their turn to present them in 
due form. One after another rote, as his pame was mentioned 
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dy the Speaker, announcing ten—twenty—fifty—one hundred— 


1 petitions against this generally obnoxious measure.“ 
1 On Monday night the scene was still more extraordi- 
1 nary. Upwards of 6,000 petitions were laid on the 


table of the house, and the names of the places from 

which they came fills eleven pages and a half of the 

printed votes and proceedings of the House of Com- 

: mons. Among them was one from Rochdale with 

1 10, 600 signatures; from Bath with 7,392; 179 peti- 

tions from various parts of Wales, with 22,679 signa- 

i tures; and one from Manchester, signed by 50,000 

| ns. Not even at the period of Lord Sidmouth's 

ü ill, was such a scene presented to the house. Well 

1 might Sir James Graham, after such an unequaled 

show of on tothe measure, falter and turn 

le, as he is said to have done on rising to submit 
is hypocritical amendments. 


7 * LAMBETH. 

ie A large and highly respectable meeting of the elec- 

4 tors oe inhabitants of the borough of Lambeth was 

a held on Wednesday evening at the Horns, Ken- 
| : 3 nington, Samuel Palmer, Esq., in the chair, for the 


af urpose of petitioni arliament against the educa- 
: tional + of the Fi actories bill. ‘The members 
for the borough were expected to attend, but neither 
of the honourable gentlemen were present. Thechair 
was taken at seven o'clock. 

The CuarrMAn, in opening the business of the 
evening, said he was sure he only expressed the 
unanimous sentiments of all present on the occasion 
when he tendered his thanks to those gentlemen 
1 who had been instrumental in convening the present 
. meeting on so momentous a subject as the education 
1 of the ple. He was an advocate for education, 
| but no friend whatever to the bill introduced into 

parliament by her Majesty’s government for the pro- 
motion of that important object. 

The Rev. SauukL GREEN, in moving the first reso- 
1 lution, said that the more clearly he studied this bill, 
| and considered the present state of the factory chil- 
dren, the more was he convinced that the bill was 
altogether unnecessary, and that it would be much 
better to let the education of the children alone. He 
never knew government touch any moral subject, 
without doing that subject an injury. Government 
had touched the subject of religion and injured it, as 
well as that of education, and in so doing had pros- 
trated the public mind, in order to render the people 
more readily instrumental in carrying out the plans 
of government. He would say to the government on 
all matters of education, Let us alone. After dwell- 
ing at some length on the subject, he concluded by 

moving the following resolution :— 

That this meeting, anxious for the efficient education of the 
—— nevertheless regards the Factories bill now before par- 

iament as a gross infringement of the constitutional rights of 
Englishmen. It 2 a power of taxing to a committee of her 
Majesty’s council, and of spending the money so raised to 
rties who are under no popular control, besides inflicting 
eavy penalties on factory masters, factory parents, and factory 
children, who may find it difficult or impossible to comply with 
the terms of the education which it provides.” 

The motion was seconded by Joun Brown, Esq. 
He was no political agitator, and loved not the at- 
mosphere of politics. But this was a great moral 
question; he on that account appeared willingly 
among those convened for the purpose of deprecating 
the progress of such a measure. He regarded it as 
invading the right of private judgment, and infring- 
ing the rights of conscience. The very men who had 
hitherto shown themselves the most forward in the 
cause of education were those who were now marked 
and proscribed by this odious measure. ‘The bill 
proposed to swamp the whole system of Sunday 
school instruction, to the maintenance of which the 
dissenting bodies had been mainly contributive. 
Should this be, he would ask? It could not be. 
Public opinion was all powerful, and before it the 
government must bow. Ile then proceeded to ana- 
lyse the various provisions of the bill, in reference to 
education, all of which, he said, were contrary to the 
constitution, and to the rights of Englishmen. He 
pointed out the close connexion which Puseyism 
would have with the future education of the young, 
if the bill passed into a law; and warned all present 
of the extensive dissemination it would afford to ‘Tract 
No. 90. But what was to be done to prevent the 
passing of the bill? He would advise that every effort 
should be used by those against whom the blow was 
leveled; that they should employ their wives and 
their children in the same cause, to prevent the suc- 
cess of the bill; and then the Prime Minister would 
find himself compelled, notwithstanding the ma- 
jority at his back now ready to do his bidding, not 
only not to present to the country a modification of 
the present bill, but to abandon altogether the scheme 
of a compulsory eduction. 

The motion was then put from the chair, and car- 
ried unanimously. 

1 Arslxx PRIIATr, Esq., moved the next resolution. 

He hoped that the bill would be cordially condemned 
: by the meeting. It had in it a degree of taint — of 

, utrescence and corruption—which, if it were al- 

| owed to pass, would necessarily lead to the moral 
q : deterioration of the people. The funds to be raised 
7 | were not to be at all under the control of the people, 

i 

t 
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and those who were to raise them were to be per- 
fectly irresponsible. The management of these funds 
was to be in the hands of parties who had a predi- 
lection only for that system of education sanctioned 
by the church of England. The money which was 
! thus to be raised from the whole people was in effect 
a be plied to u sectarian urpose. 0 looked upon 
1 the bil, in fact, as intended to force upon the people 
1 an uniform system of religion. It was desirable to 
NE Sn pnt te the manufacturers especially, of whom he 
. 


s one, that some measure of education 
dopted; but he for one would never give 
to any such scheme, which was essen- 
125 dall. in its principles. If * should 
27575 All its present deformities, we should have 
a another lenge sum of about two millions more to pay 
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in the way of church rates. This tax was but an- 
other church rate in a different form. The resolu- 
tion which he would move was as follows :— | 

„That in addition to the obnoxious principle of irresponsible 
taxation, this meeting deprecates the enormous amount liable to 
be added to the poor rate under the bill, as an intolerable in- 
crease of the burden already oppressive ; and that to charge the 

r rate for the payment of education in the principles of the 
established church, is to make it essentially an ecclesiastical 
assessment, and to render it liable to all the objections and 
practical difficulties which have obstructed the collection of 
church rates.“ 

This motion was seconded by the Rev. H. 
Ricuarp. The Factories bill, he contended, threat- 
ened the foundations of our civil and religious liber- 
ties. It bore an invidious and insulting aspect to 
that large and respectable body to which he had the 
honour to belong. All the cherished rights of dis- 
senters were menaced by this sweeping measure. 
But he objected to the bill apart altogether from his 
religious convictions, because it daringly asserted 
the principle of irresponsible taxation, and also of 
centralisation, against which it was now time the 

eople of this country should be put on their guard. 

Ie objected to it because it placed the education of 
the country under the control of a bigoted and 
semi-popish priesthood, and because it sought to re- 
duce the people to be the willing slaves of a rampant 
aristocracy. He hoped that there would be no com- 
promise in the matter. No attempt to amend what 
was totally unmendable. If we were to have a bill 
at all, let us have a new one; but he would prefer 
that parliament should refrain altogether from inter- 
fering with the subject of education. 

The second resolution was then put and carried as 
before. 

The Rev. Dr Cox, of Hackney, proposed the third 


resolution, which was to the following effect :— 

„That this meeting concurs in the determination expressed 
by Sir Robert Peel, on the 12th day of February, 1839, in the 
following words, ‘I shall offer the most strenuous opposition in 
my power to any plan that violates perfect liberty of education ;’ 
and is further of opinion that no modification of the proposed 
measure can secure the entire liberty for which Sir Robert Peel 
pleaded in the manner just quoted.” 


In speaking to this resolution, the rev. doctor paid 
a high tribute to the memory of the late Duke of 
Sussex, who, had he still lived, must, from the manly 
and liberal course he had ever pursued, have opposed 
the passing of a measure so destructive as this was 
to the rights and liberties of whole masses of the 
community. He then exhorted the meeting to be 
contented with no modification of the bill, and hoped 
that the British public would scatter it to the four 
winds of heaven. The people ought not, at this 
juncture, to care much about the particular provi- 
sions of the proposed measure. It was at the prin- 
ciple of it they should look, and against this alone 
should they now unitedly direct their indignant 
hostility. 

The resolution was seconded by S. BLacknurn, 
Esq., and carried amid cheers. 

The Rev. J. Burner moved the last resolution, 
That a petition to the House of Commons be 
presented by the members of the borough, which 
was seconded by W. Cart, Esq. Put and carried. 
After which a vote of thanks was unanimously 
passed to the Chairman, and the meeting adjourned. 


FALCON SQUARE, CITY. 

A well-attended public meeting was held on 
Thursday night, at the Falcon square chapel, City, 
for the purpose of adopting measures in opposition 
to the educational clauses of this bill. The Rev. Dr 
Bennett in the chair; who, in opening the business 
of the meeting, described the law as a hypocrite. ‘The 
legislation of a great nation ought to be honest; but 
this bill, pretending to provide for regulation of fac- 
tories and children in the factory districts, was in- 
tended in reality to force a peculiar education upon 
the people, and it took in—he used the phrase ‘ took 
in“ in the worst sense of the word — the whole 
world. The Rev. Mr Morris proposed the first re- 
solution in an animated address, and quoted at con- 
siderable length from the speeches of Sir R. Peel, 
Sir James Graham, and Lord Wharncliffe when in 
opposition in 1839—when they expressed themselves 
as strongly opposed to the educational scheme of 
Lord John Russell, upon the very grounds upon 
which the dissenters opposed the present bill. ‘The 
resolution he proposed was to the effect that the bill 
was an insidious attack upon the civil and religious 
liberties of the people. Professor Kipp, of Univer- 
sity college, seconded the resolution, which was then 
carried unanimously, as was another moved by the 
Rev. J. Hinton, and seconded by the Rev. Dr Mat- 
theson, to the effect that the bill was oppressive and 
tyrannical to the poor, demanding of their children a 
certain amount of education for which they were 
compelled to pay before they could be allowed to 
earn their daily bread, and placing them at the mercy 
of a priesthood teo generally hostile to the education 
and liberties of the poor, and at present more in- 
clined to popery than to protestantism. Other reso- 
lutions were agreed to, pledging the meeting to op- 
pose the bill upon the ground, amongst others, that 
it would greatly aggravate the burden of the poor 
rates, and to the effect that the property bequeathed 
for the education of the poor, of which they were 
robbed in various parts of the kingdom, ought to be 
applied to its proper object, and the deficiency, if 
any, to be furnished by an annual vote of parlia- 
ment. A petition to parliament was likewise agreed 
to, and a vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman 
for the use of the chapel, when the meeting sepa- 
rated. 

SouTHwark.--A numerous meeting of the parents 
of the children belonging to New Park-street Sun— 
day-school, Southwark, was held in the school-rcom 
on Tuesday evening, April 25th, James Low, FEsq., 
in the chair, for the purpose of adopting a petition 
to the House of Commons against the educational 
clauses of the Factory Bill. Objection was taken to 
it upon the broad principle that no power on earth 


has a right to interfere with the conscientious con- 
viction of parents as regards the education of their 
children, That the clergy of the Church of England 
are a body unfit to be trusted with the religious edu- 
cation of children. That legislation on the question 
of education for the poor at the present is altogether 
ili-timed, as the Commissioners’ Report, on which 
the bill is said to be founded, proves the people are 
starving; and did Government care for the interest 
of the poor, they would at once repeal those cursed 
laws which hinder their employment, and by con- 
sequence put it out of the power of parents to incur 
the expenses of education. Several of the parents 
took part in supporting the resolutions. 


Lrrps.—A meeting of the committees and teachers 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Association Sabbath- 
schools in Leeds, and of the parents of the children 
was held in Lady-lane Chapel, on Monday evening 
last, Mr Rinder, president, in the chair. The meet. 
ing was addressed by Messrs Glover, Yewdall, Oddy, 
Pemberton, &c., and exhibited a remarkable spirit of 
unanimity, especially in reference to all those state- 
ments which went to point out the adulterous con- 
nection of Church and State as the root of innu— 
merable evils and oppressions. Various spirited 
resolutions were passed, and a petition to the House 
of Commons founded on them was adopted and signed 
by between 300 and 400 persons before the meeting 
separated. ‘The following are the resolutions as 
embodied in the petition against the bill 

1. That this meeting considers it to be no part of the 
province of civil government to provide for either the 
secular or the religious education of-the people ; and that 
any attempt to do so is not only an infringement of the 
civil liberties of the community, but is most alien to the 
spirit, contrary to the principles, and injurious to the 
prosperity of genuine religion. 

2. That itis not less the duty than the unalienable 
right of parents, in whatever situation of life, to educate 
their own children ; that to them it peculiarly belongs to 
choose by whom, in what manner, and on what princi- 

les their children are to be instructed; and that any 
interference by Government between parent and child in 
these matters—whether by compelling the attendance of 
children at particular schcols, under particular masters, 
and under clerical or other control, or by the imposition 
of taxes, or by the infliction of penalties, is an outrage 
on the rights of man, and a gross violation of the prin- 
ciples of Christianity. 

3. That to tax any community, even for the benefit of 
a particular portion of it, is manifestly unjust; but 
when the taxation is for the purpose of oppressing and 
injuring that particular portion in some of their dearest 
rights, such taxation becomes altogether odious and in- 
tolerable. 

4. That it is of the very essence of tyranny to confer 
a power of imposing taxes for particular purposes, while 
those who have to pay the taxes have no control over the 
funds thus to be raised, or over the persons by whom 
those funds are to be administered. 

5. That the bill now before Parliament, entitled, A 
Bill for regulating the Employment of Children and 
Young Persons in Factories, and for the better Educa- 
tion of Children in Factory Districts,“ contains provi- 
sions which are flagrantly opposed to the preceding 
principles, and ought, therefore, to be met by the decided 
opposition of every man who has at heart the liberties of 
his country, or the interests of Christianity. 

That this meeting—without conceding for a moment 
the great principle that the State has no right to inter- 
fere with the education or the religion of the people— 
is desirous to record its objections to the details of the 
Factory Bill, especially to those parts of it which are 
intended to throw additional power and influence into 
the hands of the State clergy, and that for the following 
reasons :— 

Because the sect of the Church of England has al- 
ready proved itself utterly unworthy of being trusted 
with the business of education, or the funds for that. 
purpose—it being notorious that in innumerable in- 
stances it has perverted and misapplied the educational 
funds under its care, and shamefully neglected the du- 
ties for which these funds were bestowed. 

Because the State clergy are already in possession of 
enormous endowments, which, if they were really desi- 
rous of benefitting their fellow-men, might easily be 
made available for educational purposes. 

Because the greedy, sordid, and selfish spirit which 
the State clergy, with few exceptions, exhibit in their 
graspings after worldly honours, distinctions, and emo- 
luments—a spirit strangely inconsistent with the express 
declarations of the Gospel—renders them manifestly 
unfit to have so important a charge as the education of 
youth committed to them. 

Because, more especially, we believe that many of the 
doctrines and practices taught by a large proportion of 
the State clergy are of a slavish and superstitious cha- 
racter, inimical to freedom of thought, to independence 
of mind, and to all those manly, benevolent, enuobling, 
and saving principles which the Gospel of Christ reveals 
and inculeates. 

7. That the operation of this bill will be, and is de- 
signed, to withdraw great numbers of children from 
schools where they are now instructed in the grand and 
essential principles of the Gospel, and to bring them 
under a course of instruction where, in the opinion of 
this meeting, they will be taught imperfect and perverte 
views of Christianity, a slavish subjection to priestly 
authority, a dangerous reliance upon the efficiency o 
mere rites and ceremonies, and be liable to contract nar- 
row-minded, intolerant, superstitious, and arrogant op!- 
nions and feelings, degrading to themselves and injurious 
to the peace and welfare of society. 

8. That as Sunday-school teachers, as parents, as 
members ‘of civil society, and as believers in the Gospel 
of Christ, this meeting solemnly and indignantly pro- 
tests against the above-mentioned bill as an insult upon 
the understanding, and an unjustifiable attack upon the 
civil and religious liberties of the people of this country. 

Punic Towx's Mrvring ry Mancursrer.—On 
Thursday last a public town’s meeting was convened 
by the mayor, James Kershaw, Esq., for the purpose 
of discussing the objectionable clauses contained in 
the government Education bill, now before the 
House of Commons. ‘The doors of the ‘Town hall 
were thrown open at eleven o' clock, and the hall 
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was crowded. The meeting had been called in 
compliance with a requisition signed by nearly 400 
of the principal firms and individuals (including 
merchants, manufacturers, and shopkeepers) in Man- 
chester. Among the gentlemen taking part in the 
roceedings and on the platform were Aldermen 
— Berd, and Brooks ; James Heywood, Esq., 
banker; Joshua Proctor Westhead, Esg., John 
Grave, Esq., Charles Mason, Esq., J. Dilworth, 
„ T. Mayson, Esq., John Mayson, Esq..; Rev. 
Dr Halley ; Rev. Thos Binney (of London); Rev. J. 
B. Kidd (Macclesfield) ; Rev. W. Roaf (Wigan) ; 
Rev. R. Fletcher, Rev. J. Birt, Rev. J. Taylor, Rev. 
J. J. Taylor, Rev. J. Davis, Rev. C. ompson, 
Rev. Daniel Hearne, Rev. W. M‘Kerrow, Rev. J. 
L. Poore, Rev. W. H. Stowell (Rotherham college); 
Rev. Thomas Scales (Leeds); Rev. J. Bakewell, 
Rev. S. Lambrick, Rev. G. Hoyle, Rev. J. W. Mas- 
sie, Rev. Wm Giles, and the Rev. James Gwyther. 
The first resolution was moved by Dr Halley, in an 
able speech, and the whole of the resolutions were 
passed almost without a dissenting voice. All par- 
ties seem to think that the bill cannot be mended, 
and there is no alternative but for the government at 
once to withdraw it. The speeches were of the same 
character that has already made Manchester the 
foremost in its opposition to the Factories bill. Every 
allusion to the necessity of striking at the root of the 
bill was received with reiterated cheers. As a spe- 
cimen, we give the following extract from the heart- 
stirring speech of Rev. Mr M‘Kerrow :— 


We ask for no supremacy; we simply ask for equality; and 
why should we not have it [cheers!] What right has the 
church of England to dictate to us Soraya’ As we must 
receive religious instruction at her hands, what sign can she 
give from heaven that she alone knows the truth [very loud 
and continued cheering)? Gentlemen, we are free by the very 
law of our being. The great author of mind enables us to judge 
and to think for ourselves [hear, hear]; and I glory to promul- 
gate the opinion that I am responsible for my religious senti- 
ments—not to my fellow man, but to my God (applause). What 

vernment can infallibly tell me what is truth [hear, hear]! 

hat government can stand responsible before the bar of God 
to answer the crimes that may be the result of legislative enact- 
ment? I assert that the government that interferes with reli- 
gion, interferes with the prerogative of Christ—with the rights 
of conscience—[cheers]—and with the liberties of men [renewed 
cheering]; and I argue for nothing on behalf of dissenters which 
I would not freely extend to all [cheers]. The equality which 
we demand is not equality with the men in power; but being 
prompted to think and act for ourselves, and to follow and pur- 
sue both our secular and our religious education in our own 
way (hear, hear). We send truth into society, and we leave 
the blessing to follow from heaven. I rejoice to find that the 
ple are much more determined now than ever they were 
ore to assert the rights of conscience. The great truth has 

ne forth—that the seal of religious power is not local territory, 

t that it is in the human spirit. The sun is now up; and 
though there may be a few fleecy clouds here and there expanded 
over the firmament, yet it will assuredly shine more and more 
unto the perfect day (hear, hear). The bugle has sounded, the 
banner is unfurled ; and though we struggle for a little, I know 
we shall struggle successfully [applause}. Let us be true to 
our princip®®s, and, I doubt not, that the agitation excited with 
regard to this great question will enable us not only to resist 
aggressions, but also to carry forward great and noble principles 
in society [cheers]. Although 1 do not wish to implicate any 
— in my opinions, I have always considered the connexion 

tween the church and the state to be the great source of all 
our evils (tremendous cheering). What, I ask, has been the 
source of persecution in all ages of the world. The connexion 
between the church and state 1 What has been the 
cause of all our agitation, and of all our meetings! The con- 
nexion between the church and state [cheers J. What has made 
all the aggressions that ever have been made on the civil and 
religious liberties of the people? The connexion between the 
church and state [cheers]; and we must ever expect that such 
aggressions will be made—that such attempts will be tried to in- 
fringe upon our liberties until we are prepared to contend for that 
principle for which I have been contending—the right of every 
man to form his own opinions on religious matters, and to cast 
those opinions on society, and allow them to find their own 
way. Mr Mayor, I most cordially second the resolution, only 
observing that I would have seconded it with much greater 
— had it been a resolution to petition parliament for a 

issolution between the church and the state. 


The other speakers were the Rev. J. Taylor, Mr J. 
P. Westhead, Mr J. Mayson, Alderman Chappell, 
Alderman Brooks, George Hadfield, Esq., the Rev. 
J. Davis, &c. For resolutions see our advertising 
columns. 


Hur. — On Thursday evening last a public meet“ 
ing was held in Hope street chapel, of those who are 
— to the educational clauses of Sir J. Graham's 
bill. The hour announced for the commencement of 
the proceedings was six o' clock, and at that time the 
chapel was about three parts filled, but very soon 
afterwards it was crowded in every part. A number 
of chartists took up their position in the aisle in front 
of the platform, and from the circumstance of their 
being present and reports that had got abroad, a 
strenuous opposition was anticipated. Everything, 
however, passed off in a regular way. On the plat- 
form, — other gentlemen, were Sir William 
Lowthrop, Mr Alderman Gresham, Mr Alderman 
Cookman, Mr Squire, Mr William Ayre, jun., Revs 
Messrs Stratten, Sibree, J. Morley, E. Morley, Hig- 
ginson, Lee, M‘Conkey, Mills, Allen, &e., &c. After 
a short address from the Chairman, the Rev. W. 
M‘Conkey moved the first resolution, for which see 
our advertising columns. ‘The speakers were nume- 
rous, and the enthusiasm remained unabated to the 
close. Among those who addressed the meeting 
were Edward Squire, Esq., the Rev. J. Allen, Al- 
derman Gresham, the Rev. E. Higginson, the Rev. 
G. Morley, the Rev. R. Blesley, the Rev. Mr Sibree, 
c. The following is part of the speech of the Rev. 
D. Thompson, who took higher ground than most of 
the preceding speakers: 

f any one asked him why he loved his native country, he 
would reply, because of her civil and religious privileges. He 
was one who thought that the liberties of the people were not so 
extensive as they ought to be, and he believed they never would, 
until every man of sound mind, and untainted with crime, had a 
share in the representation of the country. He did not under- 
alue their present liberties, and would oppose any measure that 
went to restrict them. He believed government had no right to 
interfere in the education of the peop'e; it was an infringement 
upon their rights. The relationship between a parent and child 
was a sacred relationship, and no power had a right to interfere ; 


and no measure of education ought to be adopted opposed to the 
will of the parent. He believed, also, that peta Be had no 


t to interfere in matters of * admit the principle, and 
1 have forced upon us such a 


does it carry us? Wes 


religion as the government may 


imagine to be best. That re. i- 


gion may be popery, it may be Puseyism, or it may be any thing 
else. At resent it was eplecopacy, or that was considered best: 
while in Scotland presbyterianism was considered best for the 
people there. He concluded by saying that there was “a king 
in Zion; the government was on his shoulders ;” and till he 
delegated his power and authority, no government or yet any 
combination of governments had any right to interfere in so 
sacred a cause. 


The Revs T. Stratten and T. Mills followed. The 
whole of the speakers strongly denounced the bill, 
ably exposed its odious provisions, and asserted the 
rights of dissenters. Towards the close of the pro- 
ceedings Mr West, a chartist, proposed an amend- 
ment, approving of government education, suggest- 
ing some alterations in the education clauses, but 
approving of the labour clauses. The motion he 
supported by a speech of considerable moderation. 
It was, however, lost on being put to the vote, and 
the original petition was carried. After several votes 
of — the meeting separated. 


Great MEETING AT Exx TER. We take the follow- 
ing account from the Western Times of Saturday: The 
meetisig of the Nonconformists of thiscity--afull report 
of which we give in a Supplement to-day—was one 
of the most enthusiastic, exciting, and excited which 
we ever witnessed. Indeed we remember nothing 
like it since the days of the Reform Bill. We doubt 
whether the agitation attending that memorable 
question ever afforded anything in the shape of 
public excitement more intense than that of the 
meeting in question. The speakers embraced mem- 
bers of all the Nonconformist churches in the city— 
Mr J. C. Sercombe, one of our leading merchants 
(Wesleyan), being the chairman. The business was 
opened by the Rev. Henry Acton, a public speaker, 
whose great reasoning powers are supported by a 
powerful gift of eloquence. This gentleman dissected 
the bill, laying bare all its hidden enormities, and 
making manifest the deep design of the concocters 
of this treacherous scheme for the promotion,“ as 
they are pleased to call it, in the fulness of their 
mockery, of popular education. We shall not cha- 
racterize farther the powerful and conclusive speech 
of the reverend gentleman, every sentence of which 
told upon the audience. The Rev. Mr Acton was 
followed by the Rev. Daniel Chapman, the Wesleyan 
minister, a powerful and original speaker, who chiefl 
confined himself to the abstract principles on whic 

pular education should be based - following out to 
its most ultra conclusions the abstract principle of 
the right of private judgment, and — the fla 
of . ee with a daring intrepidity, which 
must have astonished many of the Wesleyans who 
had been disciplined in the old school, as much 
as it delighted the majority of the audience. Our 
right-reverend and respected Diocesan used to be 
partial to the society of Wesleyan ministers. If he 
still have the same predilection for their society, 
we would advise him to take an early opportunity of 
making the acquaintance of the reverend gentleman 
—who, we have no doubt, is sufficiently accessible 
to spare the Bishop the necessity of seeking for any 
roundabout introduction. * * * The tone of 
indignation, defiance, and scorn which the meeting 
hurled at the church is a sign of the times, which 
the bishops will begin to understand—when it is too 
late. And be it remarked, that it is not the speech 
of Mr Chapman that has led us into this train of re- 
flection. ‘The cautious but steady manner in which 
his reverend colleague in the Wesleyan ministry 
turned his face to the same direction—the stern de- 
termination with which the reverend minister of 
Castle-street (Mr Bristowe) appeared to enter the 
lists against establishments, — the manner in which 
the subsequent speakers addressed themselves to the 
same subject and, above all, the intense eagerness 
with which the bulk of the audience hailed every 
blow that was levelled at the church all induce us 
to attach no ordinary importance to this meeting, 
and in sober earnestness to direct the attention of 
those who would lose by the overthrow of the Esta- 
blishment (in a temporal sense) to the impending 
storm which it indicates. : 


Hexuam.——At Hexham, on Wednesday, the 26th of 
April, a public meeting was held in the Moot-hall, 
Jasper Gibson, Esq., bailiff, in the chair; for the 
purpose of considering the educational clauses of the 
Factories Bill. ‘The requisition bore the signatures 
jointly of the promoters and opponents of church- 
rates, who, but a few months ago, were antagonists 
in a very spirited poll. The extraordinary character 
of the opposition to the obnoxious Government 
scheme was remarkably manifested by the champion 
of the pro-rate party (Mr William Stainthorpe) 
seconding a resolution moved by John Boyd, seces- 
sive minister, as follows :— 

“That in the factory districts, and ultimately all over 
the country, this bill would work incalculable mischief. It 
would injure private schools—break up numerous sabbath- 
schools, conducted by voluntary and gratuitous teachers— 
would greatly oppress Dissenters—foster Sectarian animosi- 


ties, and invest the parochial clergy with power incompatible 
with the liberties of the people.’’ 


The first resolution was proposed by Jonathan Cad- 
man, superintendent Wesleyan preacher, seconded 
by the Rev. John Scott, independent minister. James 
Kirsop, Esq,, delivered a good speech in support of a 
resolution, seconded by T. Jefferson, Esq. A Chartist 
diversion then took place, and occupied much time 
in an attempt to carry the bill, subject to some 
amendment; and dissenting ministers were sub- 
jected to chastisement at the hands of a political 
craftsman. Joseph Ridley, in bringing forward a 
petition to the House of Commons, deprecated any 
modification of the obnoxious scheme, und con- 
demned alike Graham's bill and Russell's resolu- 
tions, the latter being dangerously insiduous, and 
calculated to divide Reformers, whilst it makes a 
surrender of principle to clerical interference. He 
cherished the opinion that the labouring classes in 
this country do not want the disposition to teach 
their children useful knowledge; and that, if put in 


| possession of their rights and immunities, they would 


not be dependent on a state education. Mr. John 
Gray seconded the adoption of the petition, which 
the — resolved upon committing to Thomas 
Duncombe for presentation in Parliament. 


Coventry. —The general town’s meeting men- 
tioned in our last was held in St Mary's hall last 
Friday evening. At about half-past six, A. H. 
Pears, Esq., took the chair. The attendance at that 
time was good, but continued to increase until the 
spacious hall was full ; six hundred persons at least 
must have been present, the centre being occupied by 
above 100 ladies. The first resolution was as fol- 
lows :— 

“That this meeting deprecates the proposed Factory bill, as 
incompatible with the essential principles of just government, 
and an invasion ofthe principles of the British constitution: 
inasmuch as it interferes with the rights of labour, violates the 
sacred authority of parents to control the education of their 
children, and infringes upon the great principle of representative 
government by empowering the — couneil to impose taxes 
and direct their application independently of popular control.“ 
It was moved by J. S. Whittem, Esq., who proved 
its allegations from the bill itself, and exposed seve- 
ral other tyrannical provisions of the latter. The 
Rey. J. Watts eloquently seconded it. He showed 
the folly of attempting compulsion in matters of re- 
ligion—“ nothing can be really religious that is not 
voluntary. The religious principle itself was des- 
troyed by compulsion.“ For his eloquent speech 
we wish we could find room. Charles Bray, Esq. 
(author of a book entitled The Philosophy of Ne- 
cessity, recently reviewed in the Eclectic), rose to 
speak against the resolution, ‘‘ to which, if nega- 
tived,” he said, he should move an amendment in 
approval of Lord John Russell’s resolutions.“ The 
necessity for national education was proved by the 
speech of the excellent Lord Ashley; while this 
bill, though not perfect, had been misrepresented, 
and its evils much exaggerated by the previous 
speakers. In attempting to show this he so egre- 
giously mis-stated several of its provisions as to 
compel the Rev. J. Gerdon, Rev. J. Watts, and Mr 
Whittem, several times to correct him, end heproved 
himself utterly ignorant of its chatactes, and even of 
its most important enactments. He wauld acknow- 
ledge the bill had errors ; that it gave a preponder- 
ance to the established clergy (hear, hear, end loud 
and reiterated ironical cheers, which were renewed 
5 1 Mr Bray's repeating his statement, and hear- 
tily kept up for some time], but that appeared neces- 
sary under existing circumstances ; any religion was 
better than none, and as long as we have an esta- 
blished church [hear, hear, and renewed ironical 
cheers], a national religious education must neces- 
sarily be under its oe At the conclusion of 
this truly absurd address, Mr D. Buckray rose and 
replied most effectively to its several fallacies, repu- 
diating the interference of an aristocratic government 
like ours in domestic arrangements. ‘The resolution 
was carried by a large majority. The second reso- 
lution ran thus :— 

„That, viewed in connexion with religious liberty, the bill is 

still more objectionable, inasmuch as it adds to the taxes of a 
whole district for the benefit of one section of the Christian 
church; and while it affects to respect the conscientious scru- 
ples of dissenters and Roman catholics, it places them in cir- 
cumstances of great difficulty and disadvan subjects them 
to painful —— of feeling, by needless and insidious distinc- 
tions, and deals with them in all respects as though not to be of 
the established religion were a crime.” 
The Rev. J. Gordon, in moving it, delivered a mas- 
terly address, and severely rebuked Mr Bray for his 
charges of exaggeration and party spirit against the 
opponents of the bill, he having proved himself ig- 
norant of its contents. He said there were means of 
educating the people in possession of the government 
consistent with reason and religion which they failed 
to supply. 

“They might educate them politically by extending the 
suffrage—they might educate them socially by destroying mono- 
polies—they might aid even their literary education by repealing 
the newspaper stamp duties, But all these they failed to do, 
and yet hypocritically came forward with such a bill as this.” 
He added, “this bill makes no provision for education —it 
merely required attendance at a certain school. * * Educa- 
tion, to be worth anything, must be that which shall elevate and 
dignify the whole spiritual nature of man. The compulsory na- 
ture of this bill would do the very contrary, by trampling upon 
the rights of conscience, and thus degrading the moral nature.“ 
The rev. gentleman concluded a most eloquent 
speech amidst loud and long-continued applause. 
Mr W. ‘Taunton seconded the resolution. After 
carefully considering the bill, he had determined to 
oppose it as illiberal and unjust. The people would 
athe obtain education without compulsion; but 
they had need to be clothed and fed first. The reso- 
lution was carried unanimously. ‘The third resolu- 
tion relating to the destruction of existing schools, 
and the injury to be done to education by preventing 
dissenters becoming schoolmastere, waa moved by 
Mr John Jerard, and seconded by Mr H. Edgar, and 
carried unanimously. A resol _— 
tion, founded on those already passed, having been 
moved and seconded, Mr Farn,a socialist lecturer, 
moved an amendment in favour of a national system 
of education. Another socialist lecturer seconded 
the amendment, when after some altercation it was 
arranged, that in consequence of the extreme lateness 
of the hour, the candles being nearly out, the amend- 
ment should be withdrawn, and a future meeting 
held for the discussion of the general question of 
national education, the mayor consenting to allow 
the hall to be used for the purpose. The original 
resolution was then carried unanimously, after which 
a vote of thanks to the mayor for calling the meeting, 
and presiding over it, was carried by acclamation. 
This meeting has doubtless done good, and the in- 
tended discussion may probably do more. Many 
former advocates of national education are now 
doubting, and truth is silently making way. The 
_interest excited appears rather to increase than abate, 
and we are informed that the above is not the only 
effort now in progress im this city, for the diffusion of 
truth and nonconforming principles. 
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Pontyroo..—A numerous and enthusiastic meet- 
ing has been held at 1 Tabernacle in this 
town, on the subject of the Factories bill. Great in- 
terest was excited, and both resolutions and speeches 
tended to keep that interest alive, and turn it in the 
right direction. The Rev. E. Evans was called to 
the chair. Mr Thomas Thomas, theological tutor of 
the Baptist college, rose to propose the first resolu- 
tion—to the effect, that while millions of the people 
of this country earnestly demanded their political 
rights, and the immediate abolition of those mono- 
polies which ruined trade and deprived thousands of 
their daily bread, the introduction of a system of 
education unsought and compulsory, was viewed as 
a bitter insult to the feelings of the people, and an 
aggravation of their wrongs. The speaker observed 
that the vast assembly before him had come together 
on, perhaps, the most momentous occasion that had 

occurred in the history of the country since the revo- 
lution. ee 8 

„Never, he thought, had the interests of civil and religious 
liberty been placed in more imminent peril. The bill of Sir 
James Graham, by whomsoever concocted, he regarded as the 
heaviest blow that had been aimed for ages against the civil 
rights as well as the religious privileges © the people; and its 
real design, however disguised, was to crush dissent, and to 
reduce the rising generation to abject bondage to a domineering 
priesthood. It was the obvious interest of all parties, however 
differing in minor points, to unite in opposition to so destructive 
u measure; and they would unite—a sense of common danger 
from the aggression of acommon foe would bring into closer 
union sai fuller play the energy, the wisdom, the patriotism, 
und the piety of the country. The aspect of public affairs was 
serious and ominous ; the character of partics was becoming 
more distinctly marked, and their relative position more accu- 
rately defined. The spirit of toryism, in league with churchism, 
was struggling to maintain its ascendancy, and to keep the 
masses down ; and the spirit of Christian liberty assuming de- 
mocratic forms, and animating the millions, was fast gathering 
around it in peaceable and compact organisation, the middle 
and lower classes. Every day made it increasingly evident that 
the principles of aristocracy in church and state were irrecon- 
cilably opposed to those of the people, of whom the dissenters 
are the most powerful and influential body. The friends of 
civil and religious liberty on the one hand. and the upholders 
of priestly claims and arbitrary power on the other, are seen 
—— round their respective standards; the lines of demar- 
cation between the aristocratic and democratic parties in the 
kingdom, are becoming more distinct and broad ; and all cir- 
cumstances indicate the approach of a conflict of principles—a 
vigorous, though peaceable and bloodless conflict, the issue of 
which must be, either the triumph of Christian freedom, or the 
subjugation of the popular mind.” 

And again, towards the close of his speech— 

It will also convince many of the inexpediency and inutility 
of confining our agitation to practical —— which grow 
faster than they are removed —and of the wisdom and necessity 
of directing our most vigorous efforts for the separation of church 
and state, since it is become evident to the dullest apprehension 
that the existence of a church establishment in any country is 
absolutely incompatible with perfect liberty of conscience. I am 
not speaking of the destruction of the episcopal church as a de- 
nomination, since I cheerfully concede to episcopalians full liberty 
to hold and propagate the doctrines they believe; but I am 
speaking of the legal support of one sect at the expense of all 
others. Those who approve of bishops, deans, vicars, curates, 
&c., have a right to have them, provided they support them 
themselves. On this principle the episcopal church would be 
far less corrupt, and more useful, Dissenting electors, too, will 
not hereafter be easily induced, by fair pretences, to support 
their oppressors and betrayers, These agitations I view as the 
precursors of the downfall of oppression, and the establishment 
of universal liberty and permanent peace.” 

These extracts are a specimen of the bold, uncom- 
promising tone adopted by the speakers, the whole 
of whose speeches we should like to give at length, 
did our limits permit. Among them were Mr J. 
Williams, Rev. T. Thomas (classical tutor of Ponty- 

ool academy), Mr Charles Davis, the Rev. — 

organ, Mr W. Conway, the Rev. D. L. Isaac, the 
Rev. S. Price, the Rev. T. Kenwyn, Ke. We tran- 
scribe the resolutions which formed the text for the 
different speakers— 

“1. That, while millions of the people of this country ear- 
nestly demand a full and fair representation of their interests in 
the Commons house of parliament, and the immediate abolition 
of those provision monopolies which crush their trade and de- 
prive them of their 78 bread; the introduction, at this fearful 
crisis, of a system of education, unsought and compulsory, this 
meeting regards as a bitter insult to the feelings of the people, 
and a grievous aggravation of their wrongs. 

“2. That, in the opinion of this meeting, the religious educa- 
tion of the people, or of their children, does not fall within the 

wrovince of civil government; and that no system of religious 
instruction, supported by legal exactions, and enforced by the 
authority of parliament, can be established without infringing 
upon that full, complete, and impartial liberty of conscience 
which is the inalienable right of every man, 

„3. That the bill lately introduced into the house of Com- 
mons, for the better education of children in factory districts, is 
unjust in its principles, sectarian and intolerant in its character, 
oppressive in its details, and alike opposed to parental rights, 
oivil liberty, voluntary beneticence, and conscientious noncon- 
ſormity.“ 

Yorksutre.—Forty-four petitions against the 
Factory Education bill, have been forwarded to 
London for presentation to the House of Commons 
from the Wesleyan methodists of Hudderstield cir- 
cuit; they contain upwards of 5000 signatures. 
Part of them will be entrusted for presentation to 
W. R. C. Stansfield, Esq., the borough member, and 
the rest to the members for the West Riding. ‘The 
friends in the Settle circuit, comprising, Batley, 
Gomersa’, Hightown, Westgate Hill, Birkenshaw, 
Staincliffe, Gildersome, Morley, Churwell, and 
Drighlington, have nobly done their duty at the 

resent important crisis. 22 petitions against Sir 

ames Graham's obnoxious bill—13 from the mana- 
gers of the Sabbath and day schools, and 9 from the 
congregations, have been forwarded for presentation 
to W. Aldam, Esq., one of the members for Leeds. 
Petitions, numerously signed, have been sent from 
the methodist congregations of Settle, Wigglesworth, 
Langcliffe, Bentham, Burton, Ingleton, and Aust- 
wick, against the educational clauses in the Factory 
bill now before parliament. ‘The feeling throughout 
this grazing district is strong against the measure. 
Meetings have also been held at Scarborough, Al- 
tringham, Cleckheaton, Darlington, Xc. 

Lancasnire.—A large meeting has been held at 
Ashton, C. Hindley, Esq., M.P., in the chair. At 
Bury upwards of 1000 persons assembled for the 
same purpose. A town’s meeting was held at Sal- 
ford on Tuesday, and the bill unanimously denounced. 


On Thursday two deputations waited upon Mr 
Sharman Crawford at — the one, the lead - 


ing members of the different dissenting congrega- 
tions; and the other the Wesleyan methodists, with 
memorials respectably signed, requesting him to use 
every constitutional means for resisting the educa- 
tional clauses of the Factory bill. The hon. gentle- 
man promised to comply with their wishes. 


The Manchester town council, at a special meet- 
ing on Monday last, convened for opposing the 
Education bill, resolved on that course, by a majority 
of 23 to 3. 


At a special meeting of the Bath town council 
held on Thursday last, a petition was unanimously 
agreed to in opposition to this bill. 


LonponpERRY.—The opposition has become 80 
strong (and, strange to say, the Wesleyans have 
taken the lead in it), that government will have to 
abandon if it do not greatly modify the measure. 
We are glad to hear that a petition from this city 
against the measure is receiving numerous signatures. 
Londonderry Journal. 


BRIOHTON.— On the 25th a town meeting, the 
High Constable in the chair, was held in this bo- 
rough, for the purpose of considering the Factory 
Education bill. About 1,000 persons assembled in 
the large room at the Town hall, and the borough 
members were in attendance. A petition was agreed 


to against the educational clauses of the bill, and 


praying for the speedy establishment of a general 
system of education in the benefits of which all sects 
could participate. Captain Pechell agreed to go the 
whole length in opposing the measure, but Lord 
Alfred Harvey stated that while he would vote for 
an alteration in the measure, so as to extend the 
power of giving educational certificates, entitling the 
child to work in the factories, to the master of any 
school, in the system of instruction in whieh was 
considered efficient by the government, he would not 
support any measure which did not recognise the 
established church. 


LEDs. We find the following in the Leeds Times 
of Saturday: As another instance of the interest felt 
by the working classes, and the population generally, 
in the public opposition to this measure, we may 
refer to the account elsewhere given, of the clergy 
and others, on Wednesday last. The meeting was 
summoned by circulars, copiously distributed among 
“the friends of the measure,“ for the vestry of the 

arish church. Of course the meeting would have 
— a most unanimous one (had it taken place), and 
been published as a most important vestry meeting of 
the parish of Leeds in favour of the measure. But a 
notice of the intended meeting got wind; placards 
were published, advising the rate payers to attend; 
and at the hour appointed, the doors of the vestry were 
surrounded by a crowd of parishioners, eager for ad- 
mission. Dr Hook, however, had got the gates 
locked, and retreated to the National School room, 
where he locked himself in, together with five or 
six of his friends, and was there blockaded for about 
half an hour by the inhabitants of his parish, who 
were anxious to hear their Vicar’s opinion on the 
Factory Education bill. The Vicar held parley with 
them through a small hole in the school room win- 
dow, through which only his mouth and a small part 
of his nose were visible. 

Mr Davidson: I beg, sir, on behalfof myself and the other 
gentlemen connected with the press, who are here in attendance, 
to ask for admission tothe meeting. 

Dr Hook: What meeting? 

Mr Davidson: The vestry meeting which you have called 
(hear, hear). 


Dr Hook: I have called no vestry meeting (much hissing, and 
shouts of“ You’rea liar.“] 

Mr Davidson: From the terms of your circular, it is consi- 
dered that you intended to hold a vestry meeting [hear, hear]. 
If that be so, according to all previous custom, as well as by 
right, every rate payer can demand to be present [loud cries of 
Hear, hear ]. 

Dr Hook: I have called a private meeting of my friends. 
ps 3 have met me to discuss certain matters privately, and that 
is all I can say about it [Great hissing, and shouts of You want 
to rob us in the dark ]. 


Mr Davidson: Is the object of the meeting to petition parlia- 
ment in favour of the educational clauses of Sir James Graham's 


Factory Education bill (“ Hear, hear,” and exclamations of 
* Auswer it honestly”)? 


Dr Hook: I don't know that. We may have many objects 
(Tremendous hissing, andshouts of“ No shuffling ]. 

Mr Davidson : Then, the reporters are to understand that this 
is a private meeting! : 

Dr Hook: Yes; I have called a private meeting of my friends 
and here they are [shouts of “ Open the door’’). 

Mr Davidson: You will excuse me making the application, 


sir; I have done so at the request of the other reporters, and of 
course we now retire. 


Dr Hook: Oh! Lam very much obliged to you, and I should 
be extremely glad if I could have done anything for you [much 
laughter, and ironical shouts of“ Hear the church “]. 


The issue of the matter was, that the Vicar at last 
made his escape from the school room, and took re- 
fuge with his clerical and other friends in a lawyer's 
oflice; where, no doubt, a most formidable demon- 
stration in favour of the ministerial measure was then 
and there enacted. A large meeting of the people, 
however, immediately took place almost under the 
walls of the parish church, at which a series of resolu- 
tions were passed, strongly condemnatory of the mi- 
nisterial measure, as well as of the want of courtesy 
of the Vicar in refusing to meet the parishioners on 
this subject. 

Essex.—We learn that a deputation, representing 
congregational dissenters of Walthamstow, Wood- 
ford, and Leytonstone, waited on George Palmer, 
Esq., M.P. for South Essex, on Tuesday the 25th 
ult., with petitions against the principle and details 
of the Factory bill. The deputation was very cour- 
teously received, and the honourable member assured 
the gentlemen his sentiments were in unison with 
their own, and that he should oppose any measure 
which implied compulsory education. 

Hamrsiutme.—The half-yearly meetings of the 
Hampshire association of independent ministers and 
churches were held in Buckland chapel, Portsea, 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, when three excellent 
sermong$were preached by the Rev. Messrs Mann of 
Cowes, Slater of Odiham, and Wills of Basingstoke, 


> 


After dinner, in the large school room attached to 
the chapel, a petition to parliament against the edu- 
cational clauses of the Factory bill was adopted, and 
signed by about thirty ministers on behalf of the as- 
sociation. In the same room, the Sunday-school 
Union held their usual public breakfast meeting, 
when the subject of education came under discussion. 
The chair was filled by W. Jones, Esq., who intro. 
duced the business of the morning in a very appro. 
priate speech, after which various resolutions were 
moved, &c., by the ministers present. One resolution, 


which was moved by the Rev. W. Thorn of Win- 


chester, and seconded by the Rev. W. Malden of Chi- 
chester, we must give, to show the character of the 
meeting: —“ That while this meeting is favourable 
to a comprehensive system of secular education in 
accordance with the oe of civil and religious 
equality, it cannot refrain from expressing its decided 
disapprobation of the educational clauses of the Fac- 
tories bill, viewing them as inefficient, sectarian, 
despotic and injurious, and is resolved, therefore, to 
adopt all constitutional means to prevent their pass- 
ing into a law.“ Mr Thorn ridiculed the idea of the 
church of England being the instructress of the na- 
tion, and demonstrated the injurious tendencies of 
the bill now before parliament; while Mr Malden 
denied that the government ought to interfere with 
education of the people. If we admit their right to 
teach children, we concede their right to teach 
adults; and then we shall have two national evils 
instead of one. The national church and a national 
system of education would be more than the country 
could bear. He was glad that the spirit of the people 
was up against it; and if, in 1811, six thousand pe- 
titions from dissenters alarmed the government then, 
inducing them to abandon Lord Sidmouth’s bill, he 
thought that the twenty thousand they would now 
send, would make the present government both 
ashamed and afraid, although Sir James Graham’s 
face might be a face of brass, and his heart of stone. 
A petition to parliament founded on the above reso- 
lution was signed, and will be presented by the 
borough members. 


Se_ny.—Although there has been no public meet- 
ing in this town, there has been an almost unani- 
mous feeling of mingled surprise and disapprobation 
of the government measure. Petitions embodying 
the sentiments of the various religious bodies have 
been unanimously signed. The inhabitants of this 
rural neighbourhood, in all the hamlets and villages 
around, men—many of whom have never seen a fac- 
tory in their lives—are actively and resolutely exert- 
ing themselves to avert the threatened danger.— 
Leeds Mercury. 


PonteFract.—The Wesleyan methodists of Pon- 
tefract circuit have forwarded to Lord Pollington, 
one of the borough members, for presentation to the 
House of Commons—nineteen congregational peti- 
tions, with 3,039 signatures; also, seven petitions 
from committees and teachers of eleven Sunday 
schools in that circuit, with 311 signatures—total 3350. 


Braprorp.—The petitions of the Wesleyans, in 
the Bradford east circuit, against the educational 
clauses in the Factory bill, received 2,640 signatures, 
that in the west circuit 1,500 ; making a total of 4140. 


Cowakrp ColLxORE.— The following is the copy of 
a petition emanating from the tutor and students of 
this college: 

‘* To the Honouradle the Commons of Great Britain and 
Ireland in Parliament assembled. 
The petition of the theological tutor and the students 
of Coward college, London, 
„ Sheweth, 

“That your petitioners are protestant dissenters of 
the denomination commonly called independents. 

„That your petitioners are warmly attached to the 
principles of religious liberty, and believe that though 
the members of the state ought to be religious, they have 
no right on that account to make religion a state affair, 
and that with the rights of conscience and the principles 
of religion, no civil legislature can lawfully interfere. 

That your petitioners have learnt with surprise and 
indignation that there is now a bill before your honour- 
able House containing clauses for committing the reli- 
gious education of the young entirely into the hands of 
the state church— a church which * for many years 
uniformly opposed the real education of the people. 

‘“‘ Your petitioners, therefore, pray that you will not 
sanction such clauses of that bill as have reference to 
the education of the young. 

And your petitioners, Ke.“ 


The following is a copy of a petition signed by 217 
workpeople connected with the Victoria mills, Bram- 
ley, Yorkshire :— 

Jo the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliamentassembled : 
„The humble petition of the undersigned workpeople, 
employed under the firm of Holdsworth, Bradshaw and 
Co., of Victoria and Wellington mills, situate at Bram- 
ley, in the borough of Leeds and county of York: 
** Sheweth— 

„That your petitioners have examined the provisions 
of a bill lately brought into your honourable house, for 
regulating the employment of children and voung persons 
in factories, and for the better education of children in fac- 
tory districts. ‘That it appears to your petitioners if such 
bill obtains the force of law the rights both of liberty and 
conscience are invaded—the right which British subjects 
have of bringing up their children according to the dic- 
tates of their own conscience—the right of teaching their 
children the sacred truths of the Bible in its pure and un- 
corrupted form, without the farcical traditions of weak 
and fallible men. A proof of the estimation in which 
your petitioners hold the principles of the church, com- 
pared with that of dissenters, is, that out of upwards of 
one hundred children employed in the above-named fac- 
tories, but four attend church schools, and but one a Ro- 
man catholic school, the majority of the remainder (with 
few exceptions) attend dissenting schools, and those ex- 
ceptions are caused by deep poverty and the want of pro- 
per 1 That your petitioners view the provisions 
of such bill as purely sectarian, and therefore inconsis- 
tent with the great principles of religious liberty. 
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“That your petitioners also view with regret those 
clauses of the bill which restrict the hours of labour for 
children under thirteen * of age to six and a half 
hours per day, which will have a tendency to increase 
machinery and debar the greater number of children from 
being employed in factories at all. 

% That your petitioners beg to acquaint your honour- 
able House, that the subsistence of a many families in 
this locality depends entirely on the earnings of their 
children, and therefore pray that no part of the bill ob- 
tains the force of law, and that the whole bill be with- 
drawn. 8 

„And your petitioners will ever pray. 


Lin nARIESs For Facrortes.—The Religious Tract 
society announce that they are preparing a selection 
of the valuable works which they have published for 
many years past, which include some of the first 
divines in former and modern days, as well as other 
useful and popular books not strictly religious, and 
are binding them in strong bindings, so as to form 
suitable . — for factories and factory schools; 
and, with their aceustomed liberality, they offer two 
hundred of these libraries at half the reduced price 
(which, of course, will entail upon them a consider- 
able loss). If, however, Sir James Graham’s bill 
should pass, it is probable that few or none of these 
works would be admitted by the clerical trustees 
into the new factory schools.—Leeds Mercury. 


CERTIFYING SURGEONS UNDER THE NEw Factory 
BILI.— The memorial, praying that the appointment 
of certifying surgeon should not be invested in the 
inspectors, has received the signatures of above forty 
medical practitioners of this town and neighbour- 
hood, * was last Saturday given to Wm. Beckett, 
Esq., M.P., for presentation to Sir James Graham. 
He is also entrusted with a petition to the same effect 
to the House of Commons. Both the hon. members 
of this borough have been waited upon, and promised 
to use their influence in favour of the prayer of the 
petition.—Leeds Mercury. 


Ketso Reinier Prespytery.—At the monthly 
meeting of this reverend court on Tuesday last, it 
was unanimously resolved to petition parliament 
against the educational clauses of the Factory bill. 
The petition is, we understand, to be forwarded to 
Lord John Russell for presentation.— Kelso Chronicle. 
[Are Scottish dissenters aware that Lord John Rus- 
sell is the greatest friend to the principle which all 
consistent voluntaries must repudiate 


MiscELLANEOous.—On Tuesday last a crowded 
mecting was held at Yarmouth, when a petition 
against the bill was unanimously adopted. We 
have also accounts of meetings at Hammersmith, 
Great Torrington, Andover, St. Alban’s, Hitchin, 
Portsea, Congleton, Salisbury, Taunton, West La- 
vingdon, &c. As the above accounts will convey a 
pretty accurate idea of the general spirit and tone of 
the agitation, it is unnecessary to give particular ac- 
counts of these meetings. At each meeting dissen- 
ters appeared in their right position, and the bill 
was denounced as too bad for amendment. As the 
seat of the war has been now ostensibly transferred 
from the country to the walls of St Stephens, the 
proceedings in the house will possess more of in- 
terest at the present moment, than the agitation out 
of doors. 


RIGHT DIRECTION OF THE PRESENT AGITATION, 


A short time ago we gave a few extracts from the 
provincial press in proof of the extent of the feeling 
that the present agitation ought not to be suffered to 
die away in mere opposition to the details of a bill, 
the principle of which still finds a living embodiment 
in the existence of a state church. We take the fol- 
lowing extracts from the press as a further corrobo- 
ration of this opinion: 


(From the Eclectic Review for May.) 


We have preferred dwelling the more largely on 
these general discussions, from the fact of their having 
received far less notice than they merit. Public atten- 
tion has been engrossed with the details of the govern- 
ment measure; and the principles which pervade it, and 
on which, in fact, it is based, have consequently slipped 
out of view. <A host of writers, and speakers by the 3 
dred, have dwelt on the anomalous and intolerant charac- 
ter of its provisions. ‘The public judgment has been 
pronounced unequivocally on these points, but we regret 
to acknowledge that there has been a want of distinctness 
and consistency in the general views advocated. Partial 
glimpses of the truth have occasionally been visible; but, 
for the most part, the leaders of the movement have evi- 
dently been unprepared to follow out principles to their 
legitimate conclusions. - They have hesitated and talked 
in equivocal strains, when they ought to have warned off, 
in terms not admitting of misconstruction, an intruding 
power. An occasion is now afforded for the dissemina- 
tion of great and influential principles. The public mind 
is aroused from its usual torpor; and the seeds of truth, 
to bear blessed fruit at some future day, may be easily 
scattered around us. Shall we improve or shall we lose 
this opportunity? Shall we content ourselves with warding 
off the threatened evil, and thus leaving ourselves ex- 
posed to its recurrence? or shall we take advantage of 
our position to enlighten the public mind—to raise up an 
impregnable barrier of principle—to guard at once our 
liberty and our religion from their most subtle and dan- 
gerous foe? It is in no querulous temper that we pro- 
pose these inquiries, but in an earnest and deep solici- 
tude toObtain for our views the consideration which they 
claim. Let them be examined-—gravely, candidly, 
honestly examined—and if their evidence be not conclu- 
sive in their favour, let them by all means be rejected. 


We ask for nothing more than this, and confidently abide 
the issue. 


(From the Manchester Times.) 
The dissenters of Manchester show that ag 


. are not 
willing to make sport for the lords of the P 


zilistines. 


We had imagined that they were asleep, but, if they 


have been, they are now giving evidence that they are 
not to be bound with new withes. The spirit of the old 


vere. 


nonconformists is roused, not, we trust, to be laid till it 
has vindicated their claim to the recognition of the poli- 
tical and civil equality of all religious sects. Dissenters 
are now acting vigorously on the defensive; but they 
must not be contented with repelling aggressive attacks. 
They must place their adversaries on the defensive. 
They must make constant war on the unscriptural con- 
nection of church and state, and compel the aggressors, 
in their care to defend their own camp, to desist from all 
offensive operations. The churchmen, in the silence of 
dissenters on this great question, have imagined that 
they were willing to submit to any extent of exaction and 
insult. It is well that the new attack upon religious 
liberty has been made with so little disguise. Samson 
round in the mill with apparent submission to his hard 
ot, but though he submitted to Philistine injury, he 
would not endure Philistine injury and insult combined ; 
and strength was given him in his hour of need. The 
dissenters are strong enough to repel aggression, and if 
they know how to use their strength, to exact serious 
retribution. The old puritan spirit pulled down the 
state church. Let the nonconformists put themselves 
in their right attitude, and their right place, and that 
which seems at present unattainable may approached 
at last. It is a favourable symptom of the times, that 
the Wesleyans, hitherto leaning too much to the church 
to make common cause with their dissenting brethren, 
have now declared themselves to be nonconformists, and 
are 1 manly fight against the new scheme for 
extending the power of the by-law-established church. 


(From the Gateshead Observer.) 


The“ blethering outcry of a selfish and bigoted section 
of the dissenting fraternity,” to borrow the polished 
language of a writer in the courtly Morning Post, still 
continues throughout the land, and the worthy Home 
Secretary has this week had a tolerable foretaste of its 
fruits. Petitions are pouring into the house of Com- 
mons from every corner of the kingdom, threatening the 
Education bill of the government with suffocation, before 
the time appointed for the second reading. We rejoice 
to find that the nonconformists of Hensland ave 
inherited the spirit and the principles of their forefathers. 
We were beginning to think them degenerate—when, 
lo! a renegade, trusting too much to their forbearance, 
makes an unscrupulous effort to extend the wealth and 
the dominion of the state church, and kindles anew the 
puritan fire in their bosoms. The crisis has revealed to 
us the prevalence of an enlightened and healthy principle 
—of more enlarged and liberal views than we gave the 
_ body of dissenters credit for entertaining. We had 

one them wrong. We did not anticipate so gencral a 
reception of the two positions. 1. That the state, if 
allowed to meddle in the matter at all, should be limited 
to the secular education of the people. 2. That dissen- 
ters should be placed on a footing of perfect equality 
with the church. Even the Wesleyans enunciate the 
latter doctrine; although some of them, inconsistently 
enough, cling to the union of church and state. ‘This is 
natural; men’s minds do not all at once become familiar 
with all the bearings of a great principle. But we shall 
have our Wesleyan friends fully with us bye and bye. 
They will perceive how precarious are their liberties, 
while a dominant sect exists; they have had one narrow 
escape (we speak by anticipation), and will see the neces- 
sity of taking bail for episcopal good behaviour in future. 


(From the Bolton Free Press.) 


From all quarters of the country petitions against the 
educational clauses of the Factory bill are pouring into 
parliament, and of course are indicative of the deter- 
mined hostility of all classes of dissenters to the prin- 
ciple on which these clauses are founded. Notwith- 
standing, however, the fierce opposition which the bill is 
encountering, the government seems inclined to perse- 
Sir James Graham has announced, not his inten- 
tion to withdraw the bill, but to produce his alterations 
on Monday next. The dissenters may be compelled to 

ield for the present; but the spirit of their forefathers 
is upon them, and, as their cause is a righteous one, 
victory will finally attend their efforts. 

The present bill is another illustration of the evils 
which are consequent upon the government of this coun- 
try being mainly — in the aristocracy. So long as 
so much power remains with the aristocracy, neither the 
civil nor religious liberty of the subject will be safe from 
attacks of the present description. Even the whigs— 
those men who have made such professions regarding 
religious liberty—are not to be trusted. Lord John Rus- 
sell’s resolutions do not contain any recognition of the 
doctrine of religious equality, and therefore ought to be 
rejected by dissenters. Scripture maintains that you 
shall not do evil that good may come; consequently, 
education, though good in itself, cannot be accepted 
when based on an evil principle; and dissenters will not 
be deterred from doing their duty by writers, who regard 
filthy details concerning the characters of the scum of 
the population as sufficient reasons for accepting the 
government measure. 


(From the Falmouth Packet.) 


The people ask for food and pray for a redress of grie- 
vances, and behold! a bill is brought in to protect ö 
from labour, and a promise is given by the state doctor 
that churches shall be built and that they shall cost the 

eople nothing! and, to train the rising generation to 
join in the services of the establishment, a bill to secure 
to the children working in factories a knowledge of the 
Book of Common Prayer, takes precedence of the bill to 
erect new churches! How wise and consistent is all 
this! These are the doings of a national collective wis- 
dom! Speciosity in all departments usurps the place of 
reality, thrusts reality away; instead of performance, 
there is the appearance of performance. In our system 
of legislation injustice towards the masses secms to be 
the rule, justice to the industrious labourers the excep- 
tion. Hence, “ revolt, sullen revengeful humour of re- 
volt against the 5 — classes, decreasing respect for 
what their temporal superiors command, decreasing faith 
for what their spiritual superiors teach, is more and more 
the universal spirit of the lower classes.“ And as men 
become more sensible to the feeling of injustice—“ the 
one intolerable pain under the sun“ to the unendurable 
conviction that they are unfairly dealt with, that their 
lot in this world is not founded on right, not even on 
necessity and might, is not what it should be- they will 
at length determine that it shall not be. 

The Factories Education bill has roused the friends of 
civil and religious freedom from the state of torpidity in 
which they have so long—so traitorously to the noble 
—— by which they profess to be animated—in- 

ulged. 


a 


Correspondence. 


PROSPECTIVE USES OF THE PRESENT 
AGITATION, 


To the Editor of the Noneonformist. 

Sin-—It is gratifying to be able to perceive with you, 
as opposition to the Factory Education bill proceeds, a 
clearer recognition and assertion of the only true princi- 
ple upon which resistance to it can intelligently be based 
—viz., that it is not only not the duty, but is positively 
sinful in the state to attempt to provide religious instruc- 
tion for the 3 (for as you justly say, if a church es- 
tablishment be right then is this bil proper); and, with- 
out wishing in the least to weaken the especial objections 
to Puseyism, or any other obnoxious peculiarities of the 
English establishment, I would say that the foregoing 

ition is equally impregnable, whether the kind of re- 
igion selected for the purpose by the state be allowedly 
* to other kinds and forms, that must necessarily 
rejected, or whether the case be just the reverse of 
this. I shall not be misunderstood in here taking upon 
me to assert that the state as such—i.e., the governing 
power, is not called upon to be aware even of the exist- 
ence of such a matter as religion and religious belief. 
The sorrowful pages of history show that it would have 
been well for the nations if this had practically been the 
case. 

As for this particular bill, whether viewed in its prin- 
ciples or its details, indignation is alike excited. Look at 
its action on the many schools supported by proprietors 
of factories. Mr Ashworth’s, for instance. Indeed, 
there is not a school, Sunday or week-day, now volunta- 
rily supported, but is, by some one or other of the clauses 
of this bill, more or less periled—extinction stares them 
in the face. 

Let, however, the leading vice of the measure, which 
you have so forcibly exposed to the public gaze, be by 
preference still held up and urged upon the people's 
attention ; the more so, that while a state establishment 
of religion for adults is bad enough, to set up another for 
poor helpless children is unspeakably mean—aye, cruel; 
and our indignation at the unmanliness of the design 
ought to supply us with a subsidiary motive, if any be 
wanting, to turn this great occasion to glorious and un- 
looked for account. t a confederacy grow out of and 
take its rise from this juncture,whose strenuous and sin- 
gle-eyed intent should be to effectuate an entire cessa- 
tion of state interference with religion, and whose solemn 
engagements should not cease until pure, unmitigated, 
scripture-authorised voluntaryism resumed its long lost 
but rightful and beneficent sway. Let the sacred rally- 
ing cry be, Down with a state church;“ and let the pre 
cept, ‘Do unto others as you would they should do unto 
you,“ supply an ever present incentive; for, inasmuch 
as such institutions are essentially and ineradicably un- 
just, that precept is, I take it, sufficient of itseif utterly 
to confound and condemn any church establishment 
whatsoever—past, present, or to come. 

Leagues are powerful engines, and solemn leagues 
more potent still. The object in its grandeur and 
its difficulties would seem to point out such means for 
its accomplishMent, and the pressing exigencies of the 
times are calcluated surely to evoke a spirit that shall lead, 
if thought fitting, to their adoption. 

I trust the 2 and energetic men composing 
the committee now sitting in the Poultry will not fail on 
their parts, but preserve their own honour, and“ do the 
state some service,’’ by taking care, as far as in them 
lies, that permanent and persistent results shall await 
their present labours. More and more admiring the 
manner in which you “ rise to the height of your great 
argument,“ 

I remain, with apologies, your constant reader, 

April 21, 1843. 


London, April 21, 1843. 
To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 

Dear Sirn—The signs of life and energy throughout 
the. country are truly refreshing. The incrustations 
which have been gathering about the principles of pro- 
testant nonconformity for these many years past, thanks 


to Sir James Graham, are being rapidly brushed off, and 


the“ weapons of our warfare, which are not carnal, but 
mighty through God, to the pulling down of strong 
holds,” being snatched from their long desuetude for im- 
mediate use by occasion of the Factories Education bill, 
I trust are about to be repolished for future employment 
in our Master’s service. 

The sacrifice of time, energy, and,it may be, money, 
requisite for the process, the professed subjects of Him 
who declared“ My kingdom is not of this world,“ are, as it 
appears to me, imperatively called upon now to make. 

e cannot honourably retire from the position which 

the government have compelled us to take, but must pre- 

are forthe onset against the spiritual wickednesses in 

igh places, to which the divine providence is intelligibly 
enough inviting us. 

Shall we, then, exhibit a selfishness alike reproachful to 
ourselves and dishonouring to our God, which we assu- 
redly shall if we withdraw our opposition to ecclesiastical 
domination so soon as we shall have secured our personal 
safety in relation to the government measure? O, no! 
let us show that our own personal interests are but a 
minor consideration, and that the honour of our Lord, 
and the glorious majesty of his kingdom, present mo- 
tives far more influential to us, and urge us on with un- 
tiring perseverance in a course of determinea opposition, 
by all * and constitutional means, to that unscriptural 
and antichristian hierarchy which threatens to desolate 
our beloved country; until we have obtained from our 
rulers the abandonment of all interference in matters of 
faith and conscience, in the entire and eternal severance 
of that unhallowed alliance which rests like a mighty in- 
cubus upon our land. 

I trust that some who are able will prepare a systematic 
arrangement for inoculating the dissenting portion, at 
least, of our population with the principles of protestant 
nonconformity, as drawn from the New Testament, by 
lectures, tracts, and whatever other appliances may be 
deemed desirable, and insuch a way that, as nearly simul- 
2 as may be, petitions may deluge the houses of 

legislature. 
wr — the wrath of man shall praise the Lord, while 
the remainder of wrath he will restrain.” . If mone be 
necessary, as undoubtedly it is, for disseminating those 
principles which, if we do not, we ought, to hold dearer 
than life itself, why should we not raise our fund of 
£50,000, or even double that amount if needful, when it 
can be easily raised to effect an object, however good and 


great, yet far less important? What is enough to do or to 
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give for Him who gave himself for us? Now is the time em 
phatically to labour—let us labour as those who feel that 
they must give an account. Now it is day; the night 
cometh in which no man can work. 

Apologising for the length to which these remarks 
have extended, I am, very respectfully yours, = * 


NATIONAL EDUCATION. 
To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 

Sin—The articles which have appeared in your pages 
on the above subject are, in my humble judgment, emi- 
nently deserving of the serious consideration of the 
friends of civil and religious liberty. The subject is one 
of incaleulable importance, but there is perhaps none 
within the entire range of human speculation, on which 
more contradictory notions prevail among the reflecting 
portion of the community. I rejoice that the subject has 
already received a share of your attention, and that it is 
destined to undergo a full discussion in your columns and 
from your own pen. On this side of the Tweed, the 

uestion has occupied no small share of public attention 

or some time back. This was especially the case some 
three years ago, when the proposal of government to, 
apply for parliamentary grants for educational purposes 
was under consideration. At that period the Scottish 
Dissenters’ Central Board held numerous meetings con- 
nected with the matter, and it has occurred to me that 
perhaps you and your readers would like to know the 
sentiments entertained by that body on the cap aps 
With that view I annex an extract from a report a 
committee of the board, which was eventually adopted as 
expressive of the sentiments of almost the entire body. 
I may add that the subject has, within these few days, 
been again discussed by the board, and it would appear 
that the sentiments of the great majority of its members 
have undergone no material change since the period re- 
ferred to. The board thus treats the question :— 

“Universal education, that is, the instrnetion of all classes, in 
the principles of useful knowledge is necessary to gain, in the 
desirable degree, the great ends of civil government—the secu- 
rity of life, liberty, and property. No legislation, no police, 
without this, will serve the purpose. 

“It seems, to say the least, in a very high degree probable, 
that universal, or even very general education, cannot be secured 
without the interference of the legislature. : 

Any system of universal education which is based on the 
legislature giving its sanction to a particular system of religious 
doctrine and worship, and which is carried into effect by grants 
of public money for the religious education of the community, 
is irreconcilable with the rights of conscience and the principles 
of religious liberty. 

„No system of education can be considered as complete, or 
even safe, which does not contemplate the religious and moral, 
as well as the intellectual, improvement of its subjects. To ex- 
clude religious instruction from a system of universal education, 
if practicable, would be very undesirable; and even if desirable, 
would, in the present state of the public mind, be impracticable, 

Taking these positions for granted, the questions occur, Can 
the legislature do anything towards the establishment of a sys- 
tem of universal education? If so, what can it do? and how can 
it do it? Your committee apprehend that it can do a great deal; 
and that chiefly in three ways—first, By affording facilities for 
the best methods of instruction being acquired by those who are 
to be employed as teachers; secondly, By sanctioning a course 
of secular education, framed on the most apggoved principles; 
and, thirdly, By giving grants of money, both for assis ing in 
building coheed SL stag and for partially supporting teachers in 
euch institutions as adopt the method of instruction, and the 


course of secular education, which may be sanctioned by the 
legislature.” 


These views, I have already said, are held by the mem- 
bers of the board generally. ‘The report, however, did 
not pass unopposed. At an early stage of the proceed- 
ings, | felt myself constrained to take up different ground 
from that assumed by the board, in opposing the govern- 
ment scheme of education, and put on record a series of 
resolutions, expressive of my views on the subject, which 
I subjoin, in the event of your being able to find room 
forthem. It affords me no ordinary gratification to find 
that the views which I expressed, and still entertain, are 
substantially the same with those which have been advo- 
cated by yourself in the recent numbers of the Noncon- 
JSormist. The resolutions are as follows: 

“1. That a proper system of education for human beings must 
comprehend in it, not merely the improvement of their intellec- 
tual powers and capacities, but also the obligations. in all the 
relations they can occupy, whether to their Maker, or to each 
other, together with the great original principles, so far as they 
can be ascertained, from which those obligations arise.’ 

“2. That Christianity alone, emanating as it does from the 
Divine Being, develops the only. safe and comprehensive prin- 
ciples by which such a sytem ot education should be regulated, 
and the motives by which it ought to be enforced. 

“3. That a system of education thus defined requires, for its 
establishment and practical efficiency, the instrumentality of 
those members of the human family, who have yielded obedience 
to the dictates of revealed truth—on whom primarily devolves 
the duty of providing for the wants of the species, viewed in 
their intellectual, moral, and spiritual capacities. 7 
_ “4, That while it is the duty of parents to impart a course of 
instruction to their children, embodying the principles thus 
enunciated, the fact that multitudes of parents do not realise 
their responsibilities in this relation, and that their offspring are 
consequently left without the benefits of proper mental and 
moral culture, affords a plea sufficiently strong, independently 
of other considerations, for the interference of those to whom the 
deficiency is apparent, and whe are possessed of the requisite 
means wherewith to meet the exigencies of the case. 

„5. That the per thus devolving upon the friends of a 
revealed divine standard of truth and duty cannot be transferred 
to the state, whose legitimate province is of a purely civil cha- 
racter, and is limited to the welfare of the subject, as it regards 
the protection of life, liberty, and property.” 

I shall be glad to find that you resume consideration of 
the subject in an early number. I am, &c 


THOS RUSSELL. 


CHURCH RATE ENFORCING DEACONS. 
To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 
Sir—Some weeks since | observed in your columns a 
letter signed D. H. Piper of Witham, referring to a 
uestion of importance in connexion with the office of 
eacon in independent churches. In our stirring times, 
surely it is well for officers in the Christian church to 
understand distinctly the path proper for them to pur- 
sue when called on to distrain the goods of their fellow 
worshippers in satisfaction of the church rate imposition. 
Many of the friends of liberty in this neighbourhood 
have been and still are ov waiting a reply to this 
question, brought before the public through the medium 
of your now widely-cireulated journal, as the best mode 
of eliciting the much desired information. The only 
reason we can imagine for silence is, that the public 
mind has been so much distracted by the present attempt 
to override the liberties of the people in the instruction 
of the young, as for the time to put out of sight other 
important matters. . 
elieving you will, as a friend to liberty, excuse the 


freedom taken in thus ne gm you, allow me, in sin- 

i i se 
cerity, to subscribe myself, e 

Esser. f J. H. . 

(The matter complained of is so utterly inconsis- 
tent as scarcely to merit discussion. A deacon who 
can take upon him the office of churchwarden, either 
knows nothing of his professed principles, or cares 
nothing for his professions. ] . 


COMPLIMENTS TO THE CHURCH OF 
1 1 
Editor of the Noncon for mist. 
eh 1 Pimlico, ora 19th, 1843. 
Dear Sin— What is “a section of the church of 
Christ?“ And is it one of the objections to the Fac- 
tories bill, that it places the moral and religious instruc- 
tion of factory children exclusively under the control of 
“one section of the church of Christ?“ If you can spare 
time and space for replies to these queries, you will 
oblige, dear sir, 

ONE WHO HIGHLY ESTEEMS THE SER- 
VICE YOU ARE NOW DOING THE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

[The phrase, when used in the connexion pointed 
out by our correspondent, is the complimentary way 
in which some dissenters speak of the British public, 
considered ecclesiastically. They do not seem to 
know that theoretically and legally the nation and 
the church of England are co-extensive. They who 
call a large ecclesiastical political corporation a 
‘section of the church of Christ,“ would do well to 
turn to their testaments, and learn what the church 
of Christ is]. 


The Complete Suffrage Mobement. 


The usual weekly meeting was heldon Monday 
last, at the office of the Union, Waterloo street, Bir- 
mingham. The following is an extract from a letter 
there read, which we commend to the attention of 
the friends of the cause throughout the country :— 


I have seen to day, and invited him to 
declare himself a candidate for the borough of 

on complete suffrage and free-trade principles, at once, 
and urged him to send to each elector in the borough his 
address, and the tracts published by the National Com- 
plete Suffrage Union, in a neat parcel, with his assurance 
that he would contest the borough on the purity prin- 
ciple. This done, he must wait for a vacancy, or the 
next general election. He has promised to give it his 
earliest consideration, and let me know the result. I 
have a full assurance that his seat would be secure, be- 
yond a possibility of failure, as there are already a ma- 
jority of the electors who are anti-corn-law men, and 
they would support him--the complete suffrage men, of 
course, are pleased: and then he has, in addition, all the 
converts that the tracts, lectures, meetings, &c., &c., 
would make from this time to the day of election, with 
the enthusiasm of the masses in the back ground; for 
that we will have obtained before a general election. 
This mere statement seems to settle the matter. How- 
ever, you will hear further from me, when I can state 
anything positive on the me go This I am anxious to 
do, in order that you may feel that you are not labouring 
in vain. Till now, no man could do what I have pro- 
posed that should do; and why? There 
were no tracts to be had; he could not fully explain and 
justify his principles to each elector till now. Your 
council, and the press, we have to thank for this, and 
heartily you will some day be thanked. 

I must observe, that the electioneering tricks of old 
will not do now-a-days—the new system is evidently 
making rapid progress. The plan of diffusing informa- 
tion respecting great principles first, and then calling 
men toact up to these principles, has almost a magical 
effect, and almost paralyses the enemy. 


Let me take the liberty to urge you to abate neither 
in heart nor hope.“ 


Letters were read from — Thomas Thompson, Sun- 
derland; J. Wells, Kettering; Thomas Beggs, 
Nottingham; Rev. W. Leask, of Chapmanslade. 

Resolved—* That a special meeting of this committee be held 
on Friday next, to make arrangements for the meeting of the 
council on Monday, the 8th instant.” 

MR CRAWFORD'S MOTION. 

It was understood that Mr Crawford intended 
bringing forward his motion for a “ full representa- 
tion of the people, and shortening the duration of 
parliaments,’ on the 16th instant, or the earliest 
day afterwards the forms of the House will admit of. 


— —— 


Liverroo..—The movement in favour of complete 
suffrage is going on, and prospering too. In Liver- 
pool—even in conservative Liverpool, with its two 
tory members, and tory corporation, a complete suf. 
frage association has been established. One of its 
first acts has been to invite Mr Vincent (whose pre- 
vious visit led to its formation) to deliver some 
lectures on the principles of the asssociation in that 
town. Accordingly that gentleman gave three lec- 
tures there last week, which have been highly suc- 
cessful in diffusing a knowledge of the objects of the 
movement, rousing attention to it and interesting the 
people in its favour. Of Mr Vincent's power it is 
unnecessary to speak in the pages of the Noncon- 
formist. Ile has made a deep impression in Liver- 
pool. One editor there, who knows that city well, 
declares that such eloquence has not been heard 
there since the days of Canning. A reverend gen- 
tleman of great talents and learning pronounces him 
one of nature’s nobles. Altogether we cannot re- 
member any other instance of a stranger rising so 
rapidly into esteem, and gaining such universal ad- 
miration, with literally nothing to recommend him 
in the place, but his cause, and the talents with 
which he supported it. In his first lecture, Mr 
Vincent commenced by showing the results of class 
legislation, in the impoverished and degraded condi- 
tion of the people, and the ruinous state of manfac- 
tures and commerce ; and forcibly pointed out that 
there must be some dreadful mismanagement when 
a country with the vast power and resources of 


Great Britain is so reduced. He admirably illus- 


trated the tendency of class legislation, by the edu- 
cational clauses of the Factory bill now before 
liament, by the neglect of education by the church 
and aristocracy, until they found it must go on in 
spite of them, and their attempts to prostitute it to a 
means of strengthening their corrupt power. This 
he strikingly exhibited in one of the most eloquent 
and forcible passages we ever heard from the lips of 
any public speaker. In the remainder of this lecture 
Mr *. showed the application of Christianity to the 
question of complete suffrage. He was rapturous] 
applauded throughout, and excited the greatest in- 
terest and enthusiasm in his audience. In his second 
lecture, in which there was a large accession of 
hearers, he showed the political expediency of a 
complete extension of the suffrage ; and was on this 
occasion still more warmly received than on the pre- 
ceding evening. His third lecture, which was de- 
voted to a historical survey, took place in a ] 
hall, and interested deeply a large and intelligent 
audience of all classes. He argued that universal 
suffrage prevailed among the ancient Britons duri 
the Saxon rule, and, in some degree, after Ma 
Charta; and quoted the disfranchising act of H 
VI, by which the right of voting was taken from agreat 
number of persons of little substance and no value.“ 
He entered on this line of argument with the view of 
proving that the ancient principles of the British 
constitution enjoined that there should not be taxa- 
tion without representation, and that these necessa- 
rily involved universal suffrage. He held that this 
great principle had been in actual operation, and at- 
tended by the best results in restraining the govern- 
ment in its tendency to tyranny and extortion. He 
stated that this privilege had been first wrested from 
the people of this country by their Norman con. 
querors and oppressors; that the successors of these 
invaders partially restored it, to enable them better 
to assist the arbitrary power of the sovereign; and 
that that feudal aristocracy again deprived a large 
portion of the people of the electoral franchise. And 
he pointed out how the advocates of complete suf. 
frage might encounter its opponents historically, and 
successfully combat with them, even on the narrow 
ground of deference to the wisdom of our ancestors. 
At the conclusion of the lecture, a hearty vote of 
thanks was awarded to Mr Vincent, so well earned, 
as we know the audience felt, not only from his ex- 
ertions in the good cause, but by the gratification his 
lectures had afforded them as an intellectual treat. 
The chairman, C. E. Rawlins, sen., Esq., who had 
presided at all the lectures, then announced a public 
meeting of the association to be held on an early day; 
and atter a cordial vote of thanks to him, the meetin 
adjourned. Altogether the cause of cemplete suf- 
frage looks prosperous in Liverpool, and if it does 
make any way here, it must indeed be powerful; 
church, and tory, and obstructive influence in general 
being quite rampant, and a greater portion of the 
liberal interest being absorbed exclusively in the 
anti-monopoly struggle. 


FOREIGN. 
FRANCE. 

The Commerce announces that extraordinary mea- 
sures of precaution were to be taken in Paris on the 
occasion of the King’s féte, on the Ist inst. From 
Sunday evening all the troops of the garrison were 
to remain confined to their barracks. Each regi- 
ment of cavalry was to keep two squadrons ready to 
mount their horses at a moment’s notice, and the 
whole of the infantry was likewise to hold itself in 
readiness to turn out if required. ‘The soldiers were 
not to quit their havresacks, and were to be provided 
with two parcels of ball cartridges each. Inde- 
pendently of the numerous posts which constitute 
the guard of the palace of the Tuileries, an entire 
battalion of troops of the line was to be encamped 
under the pavilion de l’Horloge, and along the ter- 
race of the pavilion of Florée. The garrisons of 
Vincennes and of the military school, were also or- 
dered to be ready to march, with two batteries of 
artillery. The principal posts throughout Paris were 
to be doubled, and 1,500 municipal guards and four 
battalions of infantry were to be stationed in the 
streets and on the public squares to preserve order 
and tranquillity. 

The bill for consolidating the new French colo- 
nies in Polynesia, was discussed in the committees 
of the Chamber of Deputies on Saturday. From the 
proposed measure it appeared that out of the 
5,800,000f. at which it estimates the outfit of the 
new settlements, 4,000,000f. are for the buildings and 
stores requisite for the colonists, and 2,000,000f. for 
the construction of steamboats. The troops to be 
employed in those establishments are to consist of 
1,185, of which 957 are to be composed of infantry, 
and 228 of marine artillery. Some members pro- 
posed that none but French protestant missionaries 
should be sent out. M. de Carne thought, on the 
contrary, that the most complete liberty of conscience 
should be permitted throughout the French estab- 
lishments in Polynesia. Admiral Leray declared 
that he had not approved the proceedings of our 
government, in respect of the Marquesas, but from 
the moment when Queen Pomare demanded the 
protection of France, he saw in the possession of 
Otahcite full compensation for the otherwise useless 
expense occasioned by the“ conquest“ of the Mar- 
quesas. M. Guizot stated emphatically, that “ these 
new establishments may be considered the advanced 
posts of the future relations of France with China. 

The Toulonnais of the 25th ult. announces the 
arrival at Toulon, on the 22d, of Captain Bruat, go- 
vernor of the French possessions in the Pacific, who 
was to sail in a few days for that destination in the 
Uranie. 


— — 


SAINT DOMINGO. 
By the arrival at Falmouth of the Hamburgh 
schooner Hector, Captain Strand, from Port-au- 
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Prince, after a very quick passage of thirty days, hav- 
ing sailed on the 27th of March, we learn that up to 
the 26th at night everything was in perfect tran- 
quillity at that city. The patriot army, in two divi- 
sions, consisting of about 14,000 men, had entered 
Port- au- Prince under the command of the two gene- 
rals, Herald Riviere and Lazarre. The inhabitants 
had appointed a committee of Public Safety for the 
maintenance of order, and for the protection of per- 
sons and property, pending the election of a new 
president. A gentleman who has just landed from 
the Hector mentions that it was a most agreeable 
feature of the revolution in question, and alike credit- 
able to the principals and subordinates, that the most 
perfect order and good feeling prevailed, and was 
likely to continue, the better government of the 
country appearing to be the sole object of the change. 
This will be most satisfactory to parties in England 
having connexions in St Domingo. 

Throughout the struggle, designated one for moral 
and political liberty, person and property were re- 
spected, and no evil had resulted to either from the 
change. A decree has been issued denouncing Boyer 
asa traitor to his country. The decree also de- 
nounced as traitors J. B. Inginac, A. B. Ardouin, 
C. C. Ardouin, J. J. V. Poil, J. M. Borgella, 
J. B. Riche, and L. M. S. Villevalleix. Of these 
Borgella and Riche had been captured; and the re- 
mainder had gone to Jamaica in British ships. 
14,000 men had arrived in two divisions before Port- 
au-Prince; the rest of the 30, 000 men of the popular 
army were expected up. The objects for their assem- 
blage were to elect a president, to sanction their code 
of laws, and to determine on their mercantile regu- 
lations and relation. In the meantime twenty-five 
persons were elected to act as a provisional com- 
mittee. ‘The presidential chair has been offered to 
Herard, and to several of the other leaders, as a pre- 
liminary, but they had individually refused to ac- 
cept the office. 


AMERICA. 

The packet ship Independence has arrived at 
Liverpool from New York, with intelligence to the 
7th instant. The papers teem with official docu- 
ments relative to matters in dispute between Great 
Britain and the United Stites. F oremost in import- 
ance is a letter from Mr Webster to Mr Everett, the 
United States minister in England, on the question 
ofthe right of visitation. After recapitulating the 
words in the President’s message of which Lord 
Aberdeen had complained, Mr Webster allows that 
„Lord Aberdeen is entirely correct in saying that 
the claim of a right of search was not discussed 
during the late negotiation, and that neither was any 
concession required by this government nor made by 
that of her Britannic Majesty.“ The treaty, he says, 
neither asserts the claim in terms, nor denies the 
claim in terms; but he proceeds to argue at great 
leneth against the admissibility of the right, on ge- 
neral grounds. 

Accounts from ‘Texas to the 18th ult. had been 
received at New Orleans. It was rumoured, but 
the rumour wanted confirmation, that a proposition 
has been made by Captain Elliot, the British consul- 
general, to the Texan government, to abolish slavery 
within the limits of the republic; and that upon it: 
agreeing to do so, he was authorised to say that Eng- 
land would effect the peaceable recognition of Texan 
independence by Mexico. 4 


— ———— — 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 

Tun Prussian Crnsonsuip..—Banks or THE 
Rune, Aprrit 26th.—Since the cessation of the 
Rhenische Zeitung, it is evident that the Prussian 
government has exercised a more rigid coutrol over 
the circulation of foreign journals, and on more than 
one occasion remonstrances have been addressed to 
foreign courts. An example of this kind recently 
occurred in Baden. Since the beginning of the pre- 
sent month, the censorship has been remarkably 
rigid, and scarcely a day elapses without extensive 
canceling of newspaper aiticles. ‘The other day 
only the dei/lage (supplement) of the Manheim Jour- 
nal was published alone, it being necessary to re- 
compose the whole of the other part of the paper. 
In the coifee-houses of Manheim all the copies of a 
certain number of the Abend Zeitung were scized, 
because the editor had inserted an objectionable 
article from Ottersheim, without the revision of the 
censor. ‘This is an affair of frequent occurrence in 
Manheim, and naturally renders the censorship very 
obnoxious. 

A Vereran Repusrican.—-M. Souhait, who had 
been a member of the National Convention, died a 
few months ago, bequeathing an annuity to his sur- 
viving colleagues, or to their widows, in distres- 
sed circumstances. The following,“ says the 
National, „ is the article of M. Souhait’s will, 
which contains a variety of other liberal dispositions 
well calculated to do honour to his memory: — 1 
give and bequeath an annuity of 400f. to each of my 
former colleagues, in the most high, most illustrious, 
and invincible National Convention, who does noi 
possess an income of more than 600f. I give and 
hequeath an annuity of 300f. to each lady, the widow 
of a conventionalist, whose income does not amount 
to 400f.’ ‘The will is dated February 20, 1837, when 
there existed still a great number of members of that 
assembly.“ 

GERMAN CoLonisation.—The Ri Zeitung lately 
published a correspondence from Mentz, from which 
it ene that persons of rank in Germany had 
joined together in the purchase of some extensive 
tracts of land in Texas, destined as settlements for 
German emigrants. ‘This proves to be correct. 24 
princes, and other persons of high rank, among 
whom are the Duke of Nassau and the Prince of 
Linange, have commenced the execution of this 
grand scheme. ‘The two agents who concluded the 


purchase of territories are already on their way back 
to Europe. Should this first experiment prove suc- 
cessful, the plan will speedily receive a greater ex- 
tension.— Manhermische Zeitung. 

Caps oF Goop Hops.—Cape of Good Hope papers 
have arrived to the end of February, and these 
announce the withdrawal of the troops from the 
north-eastern boundary as well as the return of 
Colonel Hare to Graham’s town. The disaffection 
manifested by the boers is stated to have disappeared, 
and they exhibit no further spirit of encroachment, 
having retired within their own boundary. Colonel 
Hare has left his second in command, Colonel 
Johnson, with a proper force at Colesburg, to protect 
the interests of British settlers. The Java had 


arrived out with 430 of the 12th regiment of foot, 


who are to relieve the force at present doing duty on 
the frontier station. 

A letter of the 17th instant from Locarno (Tesino) 
in the New Zurich Gazette, states that the Picdmon- 
tese authorities of Arona had scized cases containing 
500 muskets and some barrels of powder, and had 
also arrested twenty to twenty-five persons, who, 
according to all appearances, intended to get up an 
attack upon the new government of Tesino. M. 
Poglia, an advocate, is said to have been at the head 
of the conspiracy. 

Posen PoskN.— The King of Prussia has thrown a 
2 to the duchy of Posen, whom he has recently 
offended by refusing to perform certain promises 
which the Duchy supposed to have been made to it 
by the King’s papa, so perpetually quoted by the 
monarch. We find the following paragraph in the 
newspapers, under the head of Posen, April 9th :— 
A most important royal proposition was received 
here the day before yeste:day, which has caused 
great and general joy, as it proves that our august 
sovereign does not, as some here apprehended, 
cherish arly feelings of displeasure towards our pro- 
vince on account of the late address. His Majesty 
has offered to the Grand Duchy the sum of 600,000 
dollars as a present for the purpose of making good 
roads (causeways), on A that the province 
will raise an equal sum in fifteen years. The dict, 
in its sitting yesterday, most gratefully accepted the 
gracious offer of his Majesty. It is hoped, that in 
this way our province will, for the sum of 1,200,000 
dollars, obtain between 400 and 500 miles of good 
roads.“ So Frederick William will not vouchsafe 
political privileges, but he will give money. Ile 
assumes the people of Posen to be in the same state 
of advancement as the Romans, when the emperors, 
as they grew more depraved and more tyrannical, 
paid the people for being kicked, by gifts of victuals, 
shows, and donatives to the troops. Or, rather he 
assumes them to have attained that stage of intelli- 
gence which some of the youngest communities of 
the German race have recently abandoned—the Bri- 
tish colonies in North America. 


A deputation from the friends of protestant mis- 
sions, consisting of Mr Charles Hindley, M.P., the 
Hon. and Rev. Baptist W. Noel, the Rev. John 
Blackburn, and the Rev. W. Ellis, had an interview 
with 'the Earl of Aberdeen on Wednesday, at the 
Foreign office, to present the memorial on the subject 
of the French aggression on Tahiti, agreed to at the 
public meeting in Exeter hall on the 12th inst. 


Postscript. 


iVednesday, May 3. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tun Wasuincron Treary.—Mr Hume last night 
brought on his motion for a vote of thanks to Lord 
Ashburton, for his management of the negotiations 
which ended in the conclusion of the treaty of 
Washington. As the subject has before been under 
discussion in the other house, and the arguments 
then used, which we gave at some length, are ma- 
terially the same, it would be useless to repeat them 
here. Mr Hume went over the history of the nego- 
tiations between Lord Ashburton and Mr Webster, 
and the nature of the mutual boundary arrangements 
made between them, contending that the treaty was 
conducive to the interest of the two nations, and 
honourable to the negotiator. Dr Bowring seconded 
the motion, remarking on the violence and injustice 
with which the treaty had been assailed, and arguing 
that Lord Ashburton had served the interests of this 
country. Sir Charles Napier was surprised that Mr 
Hume, a plain honest Scotchman, should have fol- 
lowed the eccentric movements of Lord Brougham. 
The government had not originated any motion for 
a vote of thanks to Lord Ashburton, and the con- 
clusion was that they did not think he deserved it. 
The question of the right of visit was left unsettled ; 
a suspected American vessel was warranted, by the 
expressed opinions of the President of the United 
States, in refusing to submit to the search of a 
British cruiser; and at this very moment we were 
exposed to all the risks of collision. Nor was the 
settlement of the boundary line between the two 
countries satisfactory. IIe moved, as an amendment 
on Mr Hume’s motion, that the House do now 
adjourn. Captain Berkeley seconded the amend- 
ment, disclaiming any wish to cast censure on Lord 
Ashburton, but not considering him entitled to 
thanks. A lengthened debate then ensued, which 
occupies thirteen columus of the Times, and in which 
the leading men on both sides of the House mingled. 
Mr Escott, Mr C. Buller, Lord Stanley, and Sir R. 
Peel, spoke in favour of the motion; Mr E. Buller, 
Mr V. Smith, Lord J. Russell, and Lord Palmerston, 
supported the amendment. Mr Hume in his reply, 
declared his conviction from what had passed in the 
debate, that if Lord J. Russell and Lord Palmerston 
had remained in office we should have now been at 
war with America. Lord John had talked of rebels 


in Canada, but they were rebels created by the noble 
lord himself. The House then divided, when there 
appeared for the amendment 105, against it 240. For 
the original motion there were 238, against it 96. 


Factory BIII. Mr S. Crawford gave notice, that 
on the motion * into committee on the Fac- 
tories bill, he would move, as an amendment, that no 
measure for promoting national education could be 
satisfactory to the people which gave an ascendant 
power in any form, or under any pretence, to the 
established church, or to any sect of Christians, over 
the religious education of any other sect, or which 
assumed a right on the part of the state to enforce, 
by compulsory enactments, the adoption of an 
scribed system of religious instruction, all such in- 
terferences being violations of the rights of conscience, 
at variance with the true spirit of liberty, and opposed 
to the advancement of religion and morality. Lord 
John Russell begged leave to state that on that day 
fortnight he intended to propose the two last resolu- 
tions—the ninth and tenth—of which he had given 
notice for Thursday. With regard to the others, he 
meant to drop those resolutions al » and to 
propose such amendments when the Factories bill 
was in committee as he might consider necessary. 

ADJOURNMENT.—ENDOWMENT OF MINISTERS.—Sir 
R. Peel gave notice that to-morrow he would move 
that the house, at its rising do adjourn to Friday, in 
re of Thursday be apppinted for the funeral 
of his late Royal 4 the Duke of Sussex. He 
also gave notice, that on Friday he would bri 
forward his motion for the endowment of addition 
ministers in certain populous districts in England and 
Wales. 


Tun Factories Epvcation BIN. — The Times of 
this morning has an article on this subject, in which 
the intentions of the church party in reference to 
education are openly proclaimed, We take the fol- 
lowing extracts as a sample :— 

Wat are the elements with which Sir James Graham has to 
deal? First, the church—which, as holding herself to be the 
true church, maintains her duty to act as instructress of the 
people—her mission, as Dr Bowring not untruly expresses it, to 
„ Church-of-Englandise the whole nation —and who, in spite 
of much weakness and indolence, is such an instructresa, within 
whose bosom the main efforts for education are now being made, 
and without whose cordial assistance, it is confessed, ge gove: n- 
ment can pretend to carry out a system of national education. 
* * © Is the undertaking possible? We think not. The dis- 
senters, though in 99 individual cases out of 100 little disposed 
to deprive their children of the benefit of a good school because 
the master is a good churchman and teaches the catechism, are 
still less inclined to fix themselves by hard irrevocable law in 
the church’s hands, certainly not till those hands are well tied, 
once and for ever, They would only accept her ministrations as 
the passive instrument of the home office—if even then. The 
church’s position, on the contrary, is far too — 14 omit 
higher considerations) to admit of her so sacrificing her inde- 
pendence, so cramping her growing energies, as would be ne- 
cessary to appease the wakeful suspicions of her adversary. And 
each, perhaps, is jealous of committing too much and too irrevo- 
cably to the hands of government, because neither can tell how 
powerful, how encroaching, how hostile a government the next 
ten years may produce, The difference is too substantial to be 
salved over. The elements which are meant to coalesce are irre- 
concileable. There is no misunderstanding; the 4atehigible and 
understood fact is, that what the church thinks a necessary con- 
dition of the best education, the leaders of dissent are bound by 
their principles to denounce.” : 

Meetina at Sournwark.—A numerous meeting 
was held last night at the Bridge House hotel, the 
Lord Mayor in the chair, to consider the educational 
clauses of the Factories bill. Resolutions were 
passed denouncing the bill, and affirming that no 
modifications would make it acceptable. e Revs 
G. Clayton, — Richards, G. Rogers, G. Rose, and 
— Green, of Walworth, and 1 Wood, Esq., 
M.P., addressed the meeting. The latter gentleman 
spoke in favour of the intentions of government, but 
met with nothing but hisses, and No, no.” Sir 
J. Graham's amendments were contemptuously 
spurned by almost every speaker. A petition was 
adopted to be presented by the Lord Mayor. 


Tue Queen.—The bulletin issued yesterday an- 
nounces that her Majesty and the infant princess 
continue well, and that in consequence no further 
bulletin will be issued till Thursday. 

Tur Leaoug.—It is stated that the proprictors 
and the lessee of Covent garden have refused to 
accede to the offer of the Anti-corn-law League for 
two nights’ use of the theatre, in consequence of an 
intimation from high authority that such concession 
would be considered a forfeiture of the patent. This 
piece of information is given to the world by a mo- 
nopolist contemporary, under the heading, rather sar- 
castic towards its friends, of A clear stage and no 
favour.” 


Panis AND Roven RAILWA VL. Two experimental 
trips have been made on the new railway between 
Paris and Rouen, which is to be publicly opened 
and inaugurated by the Dukes of Nemours and 
Montpensier on this day (Wednesday). ‘The direc- 
tors were anxious that several trips, backward and 
forward, should prove the complete solidity of the 
road previous to the journey of the royal dukes. 
More solid, indeed, a road could not be. Such is the 
favourable nature of the ground, that there is 
scarcely an embankment of any height, or a cutting 
of any depth, at all likely to admit of a slip or an 
obstruction. Nothing could equal the enthusiasm 
of the population all along the line, and the marked 
good feeling existing between French and English, 
notwithstanding the number of these, and the preva- 
lence of their customs in the rejoicings. An ox is 
roasted almost every day at one or other of the sta- 
tions. ‘The time employed in the journey from 
Paris to Rouen, and vice vered, is about four hours, 
although, in these experimental trips, the stoppages 
to examine the works cause, of course. considerable 
delay.— Morning Chron icle. 


CORN MARKET. Marx Lang. ‘Tis Day. 


The supply of English wheat is 1,340 quarters ; of 
foreign 3,360. Very little doing. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


„An Inquirer.“ The places he speaks of properly come 
under the control of te not because the 
morals of the people are legitimately placed under their 
care, but because they are social nuisances, 2 
danger, disease, and death, on every hand. The evi 
is not by any means confined to the persons who fre- 
quent them. 


A paragragh entitled“ Barbarous Customs is omitted, 
artly because we are very much crowded, and partly 
Loses we have denounced the same thing before. 

‘“Noncon.” Allright. We will attend to his sugges- 
tions. 

The letter to Mr Cobden is unfortunately too long for 
our columns. 

A Hater of Tyranny.” Such facts as he has mentioned 
reach us in such numbers that we cannot give inser- 
tion to a tenth part of them. 

% Amicus ” must give us in confidence his name and 
address. | 

„A Cosmopolite ”’ declined. : 

„Charles Davies.“ Until the decision is set aside by 
the law courts, it willbe held authoritative and probably 


acted upon. 7 

An Under. Shepherd, alarmed though not daunted at 
the prowlings of a monster of prey, must excuse us. 

„% Hampden.”’ We thank him for his communication, 
but deem it on the whole wiser to let the subject pass 
unnoticed. Rae 

“‘Dubio” should ask himself how he would like his own 
children, if he has any, to be compelled to receive 
instruction in tenets which himself rejected; and how, 
consistently with the great Christian law, we can 
advocate doing that for the poor which we should 
spurn for ourselves. Besides, departure from sound 

rinciple never has been, is, or will be politic. 

„One of the People.” On Monday next in our supple- 
mental number. : 

“John Steill.“ The only safe way of escaping from 
error is to retrace our steps as quickly as possible to 
truth. The adoption of a lesser error does but involve 
us in a complication of difficulties. 

“J.T.” It is the duty of a but not of govern- 
ment, to make the provision adverted to. If society 
neglects its duty, Providence has ordained the punish- 
ment. 

One who cares less for dissenterism than dissent, next 


week. 

“ A Poor Working Man.“ Many thanks, but we do not 
insert poetry. 

H. H.“ We have adverted to the position he contro- 
verts in several articles. The general justice of his 
classification we cannot deny. 

„Adam Jones.“ The plan is utterly impracticable. 

M. O. M.“ The information he seeks may be obtained 
3 difficulty of the superintendent registrar of the 

istrict. 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 
For 7 lines 63. Od. For 10 lines ....6s. Od. 
For every additional line 4d. 
For a half column £1 5s.| Foracolumn . . £2 0s. 
„% Advertisements from the country must be accom- 


panied by a post-office order, or reference for payment 
in London. 


Orders for the Nonconformist are received at the office, 
and by all booksellers and newsvendors. The terms of 
subscription, if paid in advance, are £1 6s. per annum. 
All communications for the Editor should be addressed 
to the office, No. 4, Crane court, Fleet street. 


The Ponconformist. 
LONDON: WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 1843. 


Wr beg to announce to our friends that on 
Monpay next, May 8th, we intend to publish 
another extra number of the Nonconformist, with 
copious reports of the RELIGIOUS MEETINGS held 


during the present week, and other interesting 
intelligence. 


. SUMMARY. 


THE parliamentary history of the past week 
proves Sir James Graham to be in the possession 
of powers more wonderful even than those of the 

at wizard of the north. It was but lately that 

e laid his magic wand, the Factories bill, upon 
the table of the house, and lo! it is forthwith 
crushed beneath piles of petitions. But yesterday 
the dissenting world was reposing in deep slumber, 
and now that the Home Secretary has spoken, it 
has become filled with activity, enthusiasm, and de- 
termination. If prayers could avail to move the 
heart of the people’s House, they certainly could 
not fail on the present occasion, for they have been 
uttered by countless thousands. The scene on 
Monday night was as novel as it was animating. 
The number of petitions presented was upwards of 
five thousand, and during the past week has 
reached to nearly eleven Gell Nor is the 
stream which set in on the re-assembling of the 
House after the Easter recess by any means 
exhausted. Such a united expression of opinion 
8 unexampled. . it — r eee to a 
represen i e wishes o e people it 
— have a to frustrate this new — 
upon their liberties. Appearances, however, go to 
indicate that the House will turn its deaf ear to all 
remonstrance, and with a slight show of concession 
will enact a principle hateful to at least three- 
fourths of the community. We have given in an- 
other column our present view of probabilities, 
and shall confine ourselves here y to a state- 
1 f th 
of the most ptoms of the pre- 
sent agitation is the — of the methodist 


body. They had been so long ridden by their 
9 and had become so familiar with the 
central despotism of their leaders, that we had 
quite despaired of seeing them roused to take any 
part in the strug le for freedom. Their ‘support 
of toryism at the fast general election indicated a 
tame subserviency to dictation, which precluded 
the indulgence of any hopes of them for the future. 
The proceedings at several of their late public 
meetings, however, show the mountain to be vol- 
canic. There is fire in its bosom; and, here and 
there, slight eruptions have taken place, leading to 
the expectation of some general outburst at no 
remote period, which will rive the immense mass 
asunder. Already advertisements cover the walls 
of the metropolis, announcing to every passenger 
the establishment of a new methodist journal; and 
the prospectus, which sets forth its principles, 
adopts a tone that sounds strangely, but not un- 
pleasingly, from such quarters. The whole agita- 
tion against the bill is deepening in character; 
and the records of every week testify that sound 
truth is becoming more and more fully appreciated. 
On Monday evening Sir James Graham stated 
the principal alterations he proposes to make in the 
bill which has excited so violent an agitation. The 
first to which we shall advert relates to Sunday 
schools. According to the new clauses the state 
schools are to be open for religious instruction on 
Sunday to the members of the church of England 
in the doctrines and principles thereof, to every 
young person who may wish to attend school at 
those times, and to every child whose parents 
shall desire such attendance. Those young persons 
and children who avail themselves of this instruc- 
tion are to be taken by the master to church at 
least once in the day. Parents, however, are to 
be at liberty to prefer any other Sunday school. 
Then as to 22 It is to be enacted 
that all the schools in each district, without exce 
tion, shall grant certificates of the children attend- 
ing them, on the condition that they become 
subject to the cognisance of an inspector appointed 
by the privy council, and that, where protestant 
children are taught, they use the authorised version 
of the scriptures. The instruction in the cate- 
chism and the liturgy at the stab schools is to be 
given on the first or the last of the three hours 
appointed for that purpose, in a separate class- 
room, and all religious books used by the children 
of the church of England are to be such as shall 
have received the sanction of the two archbishops. 
By alterations in clause 59 it is made competent 
for any person, even for a church-of-England man 
to object to the education of his children in the 
catechism and liturgy without stating particulars, 
and during the interval of the retirement of the 
church-of-England children, the education of the 
others in some branch of secular knowledge is to 
I without interruption. But, lest the chil- 
ren of dissenters should be entirely destitute of 
the means of religious instruction, it is to be en- 
acted that the trustees shall appoint a day in each 
week, during the three usual heel hours of which 
dissenting children may receive religious instruc- 
tion from the licensed ministers of the chapel at 
which their parents attend divine worship, or from 
any person whom he may appoint, that is, upon 
notification to the trustee that such licensed mi- 
nister or his nominees will be present at the time 
so appointed in each week. the scriptures are to 
be read in the school every day; but the chil- 
dren of Roman catholics living in a district in 
which there is no school specifically Roman 
catholic, may be absent at such time, and em- 
ploy themselves in any matter of instruction not 
religious in a room apart. Considerable modifica- 
tions are proposed in the clauses regulating the 
appointment of trustees. The clergyman is to be 
still an e officio trustee and chairman of the board, 
and is further to have the power of nominating one 
other trustee. A third is to be elected by the 
subscribers to the local fund for building the 
school; and the other four are to be chosen by 
the rate-payers assessed to the amount of £10 and 
upwards, and to hold office for five years. As each 
rate-payer is permitted to vote for only two trustees, 
the minority can always return two out of the four, 
so that churchmen, whether more or less numerous, 
will always secure to represent their opinions, 
besides the clerical trustee and his nominee, two 
out of the four elected by the rate-payers. The 
church, therefore, will be sure of a majority, and the 
church N in the management of these 
schools will be secured. The powers with which 
these trustees are to be vested are as follows :-— 
They are to appoint, conditionally, that is, subject 
to the veto of the bishop of the diocese, the head 
master, and absolutely, the assistant masters. Any 
three of them may dismiss a child from school, and 
thus exclude it from factory labour, but an appeal 
from their decision by any one of the other 
trustees lies open to the committee of privy 
council, who are to be provided with supreme 
power to reverse the decision, and to dismiss 
any person, if on the whole they shall be 
convinced he ought to be so treated. The inspec- 
tor appointed by the council is to have power at 
all times to attend the meetings of the trustees, to 
vote at them, and to summon special meetings. 


Bye-laws, previously to their adoption, are to be 
sanctioned by the council, and should any head 
master, through the medium of reading and teach- 
ing the Bible at the opening or closing of the 
school, attempt to use his influence unduly, for the 
the purpose of instilling into the minds of his scho- 
lars any peculiar opinions with respect to matters 
of doctrine, it will be open to any trustee to com- 
plain of such conduct to the council, which has the 
power of dismissing the master, if the complaint be 
substantiated. 

Such is an unadorned outline of the modifica- 
tions proposed to be adopted in regard to the edu- 
cational clauses of the Factories bill. We give them 
without comment, that they may secure specific at- 
tention. Our general view of their value and bearing 
will be found in another place. The statement of Sir 
James Graham was followed by a few observations 
from Lord John Russell, who adopted a tone of 
respect towards the dissenting body, much more in 
consonance with his avowed sentiments in former, 
than in latter, years. Does he mean to bestride 
this new movement, or is it yee a ing recol- 
lection of “auld lang syne to which 22 utter · 
ance ! 

There is a movement among the farmers, or to 
speak more correctly two movements, diverse in 
character; the one in favour of free trade, the other 
in opposition to the Canadian Corn bill. The last 
is natural, and what we have been accustomed to 
expect ; the first is preternatural, and fills us with 
wonder. The League, backed by events, are 
making an impression upon the agricultural 
classes which no power until now has been able to 
effect. At Hertford, Mr Cobden secured a triumph 
of which he may well be proud, and carried, with 
only nine dissentient votes, a resolution of the 
right sort, and this in an assembly of farming te- 
nants. At Cambridge, Mr John Bright and Mr R. 
R. Moore addressed a large agricultural audience, 
on the market day, and elicited from them a 
cheering response to the sentiments they advanced - 
and arecognition of the principles they propounded. 
A petition praying for the total and immediate re- 
peal of the corn laws was adopted by the meeting, 
which, previously to its separation, gave three 
cheers for the League. Such facts as these, we 
should imagine, conjure up to the view of the aris- 
tocracy unpleasant visions. They may, and probably 
will, retain unimpaired their exclusive privileges 
against the assaults of any one of the three oppos- 
ing powers, but when those powers shall have 
cordially united their forces, they will be compelled 
to strike their colours, and submit to ignominious 
defeat. 

We have nothing new to communicate with re- 
spect to the complete suffrage movement, which, 
aided by the new Factories bill, and by the refusal of 
parliament to grant a repeal of the Corn laws, 
makes noiseless but effective progress. We call the 
attention of our friends to a communication in- 
serted in its proper place, but without name or 
date which we have purposely excluded, to the 
council of the National Complete Suffrage Union. 
It shows the manner in which the friends of the 
cause may prepare themselves for future conflict. 
We earnestly commend the plan to general 
adoption. 


THE OLIVE BRANCH. 


Sin JAMES GRAHAM, on Monday night, gave to 
the House of Commons, and through it to the 
country, a statement of the alterations which he 

roposes to make in the educational clauses of the 
actories bill. The amended measure has been 
baptised by its own parent, under the name of 
„The Olive Branch.” It is to become the har- 
binger of peace“ to return, ere long, with glad 
tidings that the waters of strife have subsided.” 
We have looked attentively at this same “ olive 
branch,” and, to our mind, the thing has been 
misnamed. Holly branch comes much nearer the 
mark—for it is sombre of hue, rigid in structure, 
and armed on all sides with merciless prickles. 
The clauses which regulate the labour of factory 
children are the red berries which, by the contrast 
which they present to the rest of the bill, serve to 
cluster about it, at least to the eyes of unfledged 
paliticions, peculiar attractions; and, to make our 
tanical analysis of it complete, we may add that 
it will flourish best under a wintry sky, and then 
put forth in glory its germinal tendencies, when 
all else is nipped by severe frost. 

The grace with which the Home Secretary ten- 
dered this token of his good will to the country 
was eminently worthy of himself. It has been said 
of him that he can say things without even a 
—— ruffle of countenance, which no other 
man could be forced, albeit by the most stringent 
necessity, to utter. The remark was never more 
strikingly illustrated than on Monday night. The 
whole country, perhaps, could not furnish a second 
individual who, with smiles so obsequious, and 
expressions of love so bewitching, and pretensions 
to piety so unbounded, could have come before his 
intended victim, whetting the knife which he has 
determined to bury in its heart. The very love- 
liness of the sentiments which he softly whispered, 
rather than spoke, coming in such tone from such 
lips, fairly made us pres dy Grim bigotry never 
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before disclosed its purposes in such silvery sounds. 
The feat was perfectly ecclesiastical, and showed 
to what order Sir James Graham was destined by 
nature, however he may have become, by accident, 
dissociated from it. His protestations of kindness 
and respect for dissenters called up before our 
mind’s eye the courtesies with which ogres are re- 
presented offering to distressed maidens, whom 
they have brought within their power by enchant- 
ment; and reminded us, perhaps more appro- 
iately, of the apples of Sodom, exquisitely fair, 
ut filled with loathsome ashes. Images of this 
character started up to our imagination without 
effort, and then faded away as incomplete, until at 
length John Milton’s picture of the serpent making 
his first approaches to Eve came up in vivid dis- 
tinctness, and remained: 
1% He, bolder now, uncalled before her stood, 
But as in gaze admiring: oft he bow’d 
His turret crest and sleek enameled neck, 
Fawning; and lick’d the ground whereon she trod.“ 


The alterations proposed to be made in the bill 


are subtle. They leave the principle of it un- 
touched. Education is to be on all 
children The church 


ed in factory labour. 
L. England ist to Pb eons. Ae that education shall 

6 e shall not need, in this place, to enter into 
details. In presence of this atrocious principle, 
which is embodied as fully in the amended as in 
the original measure, they sink into utter insignifi- 
cance. The only difference between the two bills 
is that the amended one constructs, for the work- 
ing out of the same object, a less creaking machi- 
nery—a machinery which will answer clerical ends 
as effectually as the former, but with considerably 
less noise, and under appearances of far less danger. 
There is about it an air, not indeed of wavering 
decision, but yet of far less overbearing and blus- 
tering determination than before. The sting of it 
does not protrude so offensively in positive enact- 
ments, but is sheathed in clauses which will here- 
after admit into the very heart of freedom, all the 
force which clerical influence can, by means fair and 
unfair, manage to wield. Four out of the seven 
trustees are nominally to be placed in office by the 
suffrages of the ratepayers—but their election is to 
be so conducted as invariably to give a majority, 
in the trust, to men advocating state-church princi- 
ples. The assistant masters may be dissenters, but 
as their appointment to office is vested in the trus- 
tees, the body of whom will be constituted as above 
indicated, of course dissenters never ill be chosen. 
Power is taken from the clerical trustee to with- 
hold, upon his single authority, a factory certificate 
—but it is given to three trustees, who, for all 
a purposes, will answer the demands of 

igotry as well as one. The clergyman, his nomi- 
nee, and one at least of the two elected representa- 
tives of \urch-of-Englandism, may always be ex- 
pected to det in harmony. The privy council may 
veto any tyrannical uses of this bill hut the privy 
council is composed exclusively of churchmen, and 
of churchmen who, as Sir James Graham has amply 
proved, will not stick at trifles. Other schools, be. 
sides the British and national schools, are to be al- 
lowed to give certificates, but not until they have 
submitted to government inspection. The Sunday- 
school clause is greatly mitigated in construction 
but the purport of it is, and the effect of it will be 
found to be, essentially the same. The whole series 
of educational clauses may be regarded as bearing 
that relation to what was originally proposed, as 
the Negro Apprenticeship act did to West Indian 
slavery. It looks more kindly—but it will issue in 
equally calamitous results. The same deadly poison 
is offered in a more burnished chalice. 

We augur from the temper of the party over 
which Sir James Graham presides—one which ma 
be called with propriety “ The ecclesiastical party, 
as well as from some of the baronet’s own expres- 
sions, that government have made up their minds 
to enact, with as little alteration as possible, the 
bill as now amended. We have, from the first, 
ony unreserved expression to our opinion that 
they would do so. ‘The bare proposal of a scheme 
marked by such audacity, betokens a determina- 
tion which a passing whirlwind of excitement is not 
likely to shake. The renewal of it under modifica- 
tions which can im upon none, after the Easter 
display of the indignation of British nonconfor- 
mists, confirms the report which had previously 
reached us through a private channel, that Sir 
James Graham is unchangeably resolved upon 
establishing the principle of the measure. And his 
own language on Monday night removes, from our 
minds at least, all doubt upon the matter. 

On the part of the government I tender this 13 
offering in the spirit of concord—in the spirit of Chris- 
tian charity in the spirit of good will; and I vill not 
B the hope that if it be received as such, at 
least in this house, it will still be possible to effect an ob- 
ject which concerns, in the highest degree, not only the 
temporal, but the eternal welfare of a great body of our 
fellow subjects, and which will redound to the lasting 
renown of this House“ (much cheering). 

The whole of this is significant. The pro- 
fession with which it commences raises suspicion 
that something more daring than usual is meditated 
by the speaker—and the qualification inserted in 
its midst, opens a chink through which one may 
see the full extent to which that daring is to be 


carried. We may consider, therefore, a war of 
extermination between two antagonistic systems 
as having commenced. In anticipation of the 
Home Secretary’s course, we addressed ourselves, 
in the remarks which will be found immediately 
below, to the good sense, the patriotism, and the 
religion of the nonconforming body. These 
remarks, although written previously to the dis- 
closures made to the country on Monday night last, 
we see no occasion to withdraw. The nature of the 
amendments in the bill scatters every fear we might 
have entertained that the dissenters might be 
caught by concessions, after all. We can now look 
forward ~_ 8 to * but r 
zeal, an wing decision of purpose on the 

of wat — body. Br James will 
not suffer them to sink back again under the 
power of mesmeric slumber. We thank him 
we anticipate from his exertions the best results to 
every high principle, and every interest of humanity 
—and, possibly at no very remote period, his bill, on 
the principle that winter precedes spring, may come 
to be regarded by all parties, if not as “the olive 
branch,” at all events, as “ the harbinger of peace.” 
The separation of church and state, which it will 
do so much to promote, will open the way to a 
realisation of that charity, the prostration of which 
the minister of state, whilst he struck his deadliest 
blow at her life, affeoted with such well-feigned 
earnestness to deplore. 


THE DISSENTERS VERSUS SIR JAMES 
GRAHAM. 


THE excitement occasioned by Sir James Gra- 
ham’s Factory bill has extended itself through the 
length and breadth of the land. Dissenters are 
thoroughly roused, by this daring assault on their 
liberties, from their reprehensible sloth. Petitions 
are pouring into the house of Commons, like a tide 
from all parts of the empire, so that the usual busi- 
ness of the House is arrested by their course. We 
are rejoiced to see that the wily amendment of 
Lord John Russell is rejected as resolutely as the 
bolder measure of Sir James Graham, and that with 
the exception of a few weak-headed and hollow- 
hearted men who call themselves dissenters, the 
body is indisposed to be deceived 7 the legerde- 
main of either whig or tory. The Morning Chro- 
nicle affects to deplore the short-sightedness of the 
dissenters, and would fain draw them into the 

uagmire in the middle of which it dwells. But 
the meanness and hypocrisy of that vacillating 
print, are becoming too glaring to permit it to 
cajole, much longer, the most confiding of the non- 
conforming body. 


The exertions of dissenters, and the loud consti- 
tutional expression of their will, which the Facto- 
ries bill has occasioned, will produce no effect on 
their oppressors. Sir James Graham will carry his 
bill, in spite of the voice of the country. He will 
resort to some modifications—will render them as 
plausible as he can—and amidst expressions of 
deep regret that the dissenters should feel so much 
aggrieved, and of honest convictions that even they 
will be induced to withdraw their opposition when 
they see the working of the measure, will impose the 
principle of his odious bill on a writhing and in- 
sulted people. We intreat the dissenters not to 
allow themselves to be drawn aside from the course 
they have chosen, and to which their principles bind 
them. We implore them to listen to no profes- 
sion of sympathy from high places, and not to be 
beguiled by any protestations of a concern for the 
improvement of the 2 in which Sir James 
Graham and Sir Robert Peel may be base enough 
to indulge. Let them rest assured that this bill is 
designed as an attack on the liberties of the nation, 
and especially as a blow at the principles and pro- 
gress of dissent. The people might remain as ig- 
norant as horses, for anything these statesmen care; 
but that they should be passing from under the power 
of an insolent and oppressive hierarchy, is not to 
be borne, and bishops and ministers of the crown are 
resolved to do all in their power to prevent it. 
Everything depends on the spirit and fidelity of 
the dissenters. 

When the obnoxious and insulting bill becomes 
law, will men cringe beneath it? When the heavy 
and disgraceful chain is forged and put on, will the 
dissenters wear it? They have shown themselves 
in times past obsequious enough, but we hope and 
believe they are beginning to feel that the time is 

t for * in a temporising policy. Some 
eading men among them, as they are called, may 
sit down easily in their arm chairs, and talk pro- 
foundly about the mysteriousness of Providence 
and the necessity of submitting to the powers 
that be,” but the t nonconforming body will 
not subside into indolence and inactivity. Sir 
James Graham will find that the bill, which is in- 
tended as a buttress to prop up the church, will 


rove a mine which, springing beneath its walls, 
will shake the aristocratic edifice to its foundation. 


It will strengthen the anti-church feeling through- 
out the country, will drive thousands into the com- 
plete suffrage ranks, and teach dissenters to require 
at the hustings a distinct avowal of opinion on ec- 
clesiastical affaire The day is not off when 
every dissenter will require of a candidate for a 


— 


seat in the e’s house a pl of a vote in 
favour of a dissolution of the union between church 
and state. Sir Jan es and his colleagues are among 
the greatest enemies the endowed — can have. 
We wish to see their Education bill entirely over- 
turned; but should it not, as certainly it will not, 
we are not alarmed, but cheered by the prospect. 


THE THREE GRACES. 

“CIviL, religious, and commercial liberty!“ 
Such was the toast to which Colonel Thompson, 
who has done brave battle for all, was called upon 
to respond the other night—and to which, as our 
report will show, he responded with his usual 
promptitude, felicity, and unabated ardour. "Tis 
a happy combination—the best practical version we 
have yet seen of tria juncta in uno. The three 
graces of the political world are here exhibited in 
one —— the chaste outlines of them, how 
beautifully they harmonise! Kindred, if we may 
so speak, in blood, they are seen to best advantage 
together—each having an arm around the neck or 
about the waist of the other. Representation, 
dissent, free trade!” for by these other names they 
are, perhaps, more familiarly known to our readers 
—they have a family likeness, marked by indi- 
viduality of expression. Why should they not 
agree, and whilst retaining each its own form, be 
one in heart, and one in effort? The idea is gain- 


| ing ground that they ought to be, may be ranged 


in one group—and the hustings must be the pe- 
destal upon which for them to stand together. We 
thank Colonel Thompson for giving his high sanc- 
tion to so natural a union—and we anticipate, with 
no little satisfaction, his return for Sheffield by the 
combined influence of the principles he is using 
his endeavours to prevail upon to shake hands. 

This union, which a common danger has done 
so much to bring about, fills us with sanguine hopes 
of a more cheering hereafter. That there is a 
power, now for the most purt latent in the mind of 
society, which needs only to be elicited in order to 
insure triumph, it wants not an eye of extraordi- 
nary penetration to discern. There are, it is true, 
prominent men of each movement, who deprecate 
the broad assertion of their respective principles in 
all their integrity. Their influence, however, is 
daily on the wane. Others, of bolder cast and of 
more truthful disposition, are getting above them, 
and are commanding a wider range of influence 
than they can succeed in wielding. The popular 
men of the present day, whether representing or- 
ganic, commercial, or ecclesiastical reform, are 
those who are least disposed to trim to circum- 
stances. ‘The heartiest responses, given by public 
meetings, are given as an echo to uncompromising 
sentiments. And they who, like the gallant 
colonel, unite the advocacy of the three political 
truths adverted to, secure for themselves the 
largest meed of respect, and will obtain, we verily 
believe, the most enthusiastic support of parlia- 
mentary constituencies. 

This, at all events, looks promising. It shows 
the heart of the people to be in the right place. 
Their past inaction, to superficial observers only, 
betokened indifference to sound political truth. 
Whiggism sat upon them like anightmare. They 
2 — freely until they shook it off. But 
now that events have waked them from slumber, 
they have an eye to discern political truth, and a 
taste to — it. ‘They know the value of 
union, and they will hail it with rapturous joy. 
Nottingham has given the first “ Amen” to the 
wishes of the worthiest men of cach movement, for 
distinct but harmonious effort. Sheffield will ere 
long follow the example of her neighbour. Ipswich, 
it is probable, will soon have an opportunity of 
proving that her pulse beats in unison with that of 
districts more peculiarly interested in manufactu- 
ring prosperity. And, if the Scotsman is to be 
relied upon, one of the Scotch burghs will be 
called upon to respond to the same theme. The 
fire of enthusiasm will spread; and, by the next 

eneral election, “ civil, religious, and commercial 
iberty” will be prepared to win a common 
triumph, in the benefits of which the whole human 
family will more or less participate. 


* 
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Visit oy Prince ALnENT ro Bristo..—lIt is with 
more than ordinary pleasure we have to announce 
that his Royal Highness Prince Albert has accepted 
an invitation to visit Bristol on the launch of the 
Gieat Britain, which was intended to have been in 
the month of May, but, owing to some difficulty in 
the float, has been put off to the month of June.— 
Bristol Gazette. 

Furs ix Winpson Castie.-—A letter, in the Tes, 
draws attention to the practice of her Majesty's domes- 
tics, holding situations with large salaries in Wind- 
sor castle, demanding donations of persons who have 
obtained permission to view the apartments. A few 
days since a foreign lady, who was curious to bee the 
private apartments in the castle, was shown over the 
rooms by a lady, who afterwards asked for the custo- 
mary compliment, which request was startling, com- 
ing from a person beautifully attired. The plate 
room was then viewed, and the gentleman there had 
no compunctions in making the same request, which 
was systematically followed by the various persons 
at the head of each artment. ‘The various fees 


this as influenced to give amounted to £2 5s. 
Tha ious other country in Europe where this spe- 
cies of extortion would be s ‘ 
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Imperial Parliament. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


PETITIONS FOR THE WEEK. 
American treaty, against ratification of tenth article of, 3. 
Bankruptcy act, for inquiry into, 3. 
Corn Canada) against admission of, 4. 
Corn laws, for repeal of, 183. 
against re of, 1. 
Ecclesiastical Courts bill, for, I. 
against, 12. 
Factories bill, in favour of educational clauses, 22. 
against ditto, 10,684. 
in favour of labour clauses, 23 
Health of Towns bill, for, 4. 
against, 5. 
Land allotment, in favour of, I. 
Mail coaches (Ireland), complaining of contract for, 41. 
Maynooth college, against further grant to, 3 
Medical Charities (Ireland) bill, for, I. 
Medical profession, for reform of, 9. 
Mines and Collieries act, against repeal of, 2. 
Municipal Corporations bill, against, 4. 
Poor Law Amendment act, for alteration of, 3. 
Poor Relief (Ireland) act, for amendment of, 4. 
Post office, for further reform of, 1. 
Property Tax act, for repeal of, I. 
Registration of Births, &c., act, 2. 
Roman Catholic Relief act, for repeal of, 3. 
St Asaph and Bangor dioceses, against union of, 16. 
Turnpike Roads bill, 3. 
Union with Ireland, for repeal of, I. 
Universal Suffrage, I. 


PUBLIC BUSINESS TRANSACTED. 


BILLS PRESENTED AND READ A FIRST TIME. 

1. County Courts bill, 

2. Queen's Bench Offices bill. 

3. Exchequer Bills (49,050,000) bill. 

4. Superior Courts (Common Law) bill. 

5. Arms (Ireland) bill. 
BILLS RKAD A SECOND TIME. 

1. Exchequer Bills (49,050,000) bill. 

2. Ecclesiastical Courts bill. 

3. Queen’s Bench Offices bill. 

4. Municipal Corporations (Ireland) bill. 
CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE. 

Exchequer Bills (£9,050,000) bill. g 

BILLS READ A THIRD TIME AND PASSED. 

i, Testimony in the Colonies bill. 

2. Exchequer Bills £9,050,000 bill. 

3. Apprehension of Offenders bill. 


— 


MOTIONS. 

Municipal Corporations bill.—“ That the bill be now read a ge- 
cond time: amendment proposed, to leave out the word“ now,.“ 
and at the end of the question to add the words,“ upon this 
day six months.“ Question put,“ That the word ‘now’ stand 
3 of the question: the House divided; ayes 46, noes 99. 

Vords added: main question, as amended, put and agreed to. 
Bill put off for six mouths. 


DEBATES. : 
Wednesday, April 26th, 1843. 

Lord J. Russett moved the second reading of the 
Municipal Corporations bill, and explained at 
length the objects which he proposed to effect by the 
measure. The bill had reference to those corpora- 
tons of England and Wales which had been left un- 
touched by the Municipal Corporation act, and he 
trusted that parliament would adhere to the princi- 

le, which it had sanctioned by a large majority, 
in legislating for the other corporations in 1835, and 
would substitute in those also the principle of popular 
control and of popular election for that of self-election, 
from which so many abuses had resulted. His wish 
was to make the change gradual, so as to cause no 
alarm, but at the same time gradually put an end 
to all existing corporations which are formed on the 
principle of self election. 

Mr WiIIIiAus, in supporting the motion for the 
second reading, expressed his regret that the noble 
lord had not included in his bill the corporation of 
the city which he now represented—that corporation 
of London which was so eminent for its profligacy, 
mismanagement, and corruption. That corporation 
controlled the navigation of the whole valley of the 
Thames, and by taxation increased the price of the 
necessaries of life to all the inhabitants of the me- 
tropolis, particularly the price of corn, potatoes, 
salt, and coals. Not only were all these commodi- 
ties taxed, but, in order to dispose of them, the im- 
porters of them were obliged to employ freemen of 
the city, who themselves paid a tax on their admis- 
sion. He did not complain of the Lord Mayor or of 
other individuals; what he complained of was the 
system. It was startling to tind that their great 
feasts were defrayed from taxes paid by poor people 
living in garrets. He hoped that such a corporation 
would not be suffered to remain much longer an ex- 
ception from the reform of corporations in general, 
and recommended the subject to the care of govern- 
ment. 

Sir James Granam said he had many heavy mea- 
sures of legislation now upon his hands; but 
heavier than any of those would be the duty he 
would have to discharge it he were to begin an at- 
tack upon the city of London. 

It was not his (Sir J. Graham's) intention to be an assailant of 
thut corporation. Ile happened to have on his hands at that 
moment business on account of whieh he had received a good 
deal of obloquy. There, were the education clauses of the 
Factory bill; and with considerable rashness he had undertaken 
to deal with the medical profession, and anticipated opposition 
to that messure; but he considered all these measures and 
their consequent opprobrium comparatively easy compared 
with that attack which the hon. member had recommended him 
to make on the city of London. For, notwithstanding the 
division which he had represented to exist in the corporation, 
the first motion of an assailant character would unite that cor- 
poration as one man toresist the attack. Neither did he under- 
take to be the defendant of the corporation, 

With respect to the present measure, he believed 
it to be one of which, until within these two days, 
the parties to be affected by it had been wholly una- 
ware. It was founded on a report made many years 
ago; during the greater part of which time the noble 
lord had held power, yet had not thought it neces- 
sary to introduce any measure upon the subject. No 
grievance had been represented to the House by pe- 
titions or otherwise. Ie would not inquire into the 
reason why the noble member for the city had omit- 
ted the corporation of London in a bill for dissolving 


| so many little municipalities, but there was such a 


thing as straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel. 
He concluded by moving, a8 an amendment, that 
the bill should be read a second time on that day six 
months. 

The Lon Mayor defended the corporation of the 
city of London from the attack of Mr Williams, and 
after a few word in reply from Lord Jonn Russet 1, 
the House divided— 

For the amendment 99 
Against it 


Majority for the rejection of the bill. 53 


Thursday, April 27th. 
ARMS (IRELAND) BILL. 

Lord ELior asked leave to bring in a bill for con- 
tinuing and amending the laws relating to arms in 
Ireland. He would not now take up the time of the 
House by opening the details of the measure, but 
was prepared to state them on a future occasion. 

Mr Smitu O’Brien thought it incumbent on the 
noble lord to make out some case for a bill restrict- 
ing the constitutional right of the Irish to keep and 
carry arms, for there had never been a period in the 
history of Ireland when such a measure was less ne- 
cessary than at present. 

Mr Hume considered the Irish people entitled to 
the same rights with the English. 

Mr F. Frencn was of opinion that the govern- 
ment, as they seemed determined to legislate for 
Ireland in detiance of the wishes of her people, were 
very prudent to take this precaution. 

Lord Exiot reminded the House that the nume- 
rous murders in Ireland had been mainly owing to 
the illegal employment of arms. This bill was di- 
rected, not against their use, but against their abuse. 
There was no analogy between England and Ireland 
in this matter; for it was not the habit of the Eng- 
lish peasantry to engage in armed outrages. 

Leave was given to bring in the bill. 

Friday, April 28th. 
ECCLESIASTICAL -COURTS BILL. 

The debate upon the second reading of this bill, 
which had been adjourned before the Easter holi- 
days, was now resumed by Sir Grorce Grey, who, 
though he had serious objections to the measure, 
declared his willingness to vote for its second read- 
ing, with a view of getting it referred to a committee 
above stairs. In its present state he thought it 
would unsettle existing interests and excite great 
uneasiness, without a corresponding advantage. It 
did certainly execute the recommendation of the 
ecclesiastical commissioners with respect to the 
abrogation of the existing courts, but not their re- 
commendation with respect to the constitution of 
new tribunals. One of the great evils pointed out 
by the commissioners as incident to the present sys- 
tem, was the divided jurisdiction upon real and upon 
personal property; the consequence of which was, 
that the same words in the same will might be con- 
strued by the two jurisdictions in two opposite 
senses. This and other points required considera- 
tion; and he hoped he should succeed in obtaining 
a select committee to revise them. 

The Atrrorney-GENERAL remarked on the long 
continuance of complaint on the subject of the de- 
fects and inconvenience of the ecclesiastical courts. 
These complaints were illustrated by the number, 
not merely of active but of dormant jurisdictions, as 
in the case of peculiars, by which a jurisdiction in 
abeyance might be revived to defeat the adjudica- 
tion of a disputed case. He entered at considerable 
length into details in defence of the bill, pointing 
out the number and conflicting decisions of the many 
provincial courts, and the importance of concen- 
trating them ; and contended that the bill exhibited 
a great improvement on the recommendations of the 
ecclesiastical commissioners, by creating a central 
and supreme court. Amongst other reasons in fa- 
vour of the measure, was the importance of main- 
taining a body of learned civilians versant in inter- 
national law. 

Lord Ronert Grosvenor expressed himself as a 
strenuous friend of legal reform, but stated his ob- 
jections to the bill, such as the perpetuation of the 
monopoly of the practitioners in Doctors’ Commons, 
and other defects, which would defeat the good in- 
tended by it. 

Mr Firzroy pointed out the hardships which 
would inevitably be inflicted by the centralization of 
the registry of wills. 

Mr „ ee Sir GrorGe Srrickianp, and Mr 
Cottett (Lincoln) followed, with similar objections 
to centralisation. 

Dr ElLrulxsrox commented on the number of 
provincial courts, amounting to 372, almost all of 
them conflicting in their decisions, yet the entire 
number having to deal with the administration of 
personal property to an extent of at least forty-two 
millions annually. But by fixing the minimum of 
litigious jurisdiction at £300, the present bill made 
good law for the rich and bad law for the poor; nor 
could he see the objection to giving the same court 
jurisdiction in reality as well as in personality. He 
adduced some other objections to the bill, which he 
recommended should be divided into three parts, and 
attentively considered, and amended in committee. 
Otherwise he supported the bill. 

Mr Escorr avowed his regret and reluctance to 
oppose the bill; but his determination had been 
er Feet by the objections which he had heard 
urged against it; and one main objection which he 
had against it was, that it was a measure of inade- 
quate reform, and, therefore, would prove unsatis- 
factory and insufficient. S r James Graham had said 
that he would blush for shame if personal interests 
led the House to reject the bill; but if he blushed, 


it must be for the inefficiency of his own arguments. 


The House did not sit to register the reports of com- 


$ 
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missions, even though signed by the names of high 

dignitaries ; and he objected to the total abolition of 

the testamentary contentious jurisdiction of the 

diocesan courts, to the destruction of the business of 
rovincial practitioners, and to the increase of expense 
y its transfer to London. 

Mr GranviItLe VERNON adduced his official exne. 
rience in favour of the bill, and against the existing 
state of the law. 

Mr Tuomas Duncompsr, after some amusing com- 


ments on Mr Vernon’s specch, declared his opinion 


to be in favour of an entire abolition of all ecclesias- 
tical courts, and the transference of their powers to 
the civil courts. He therefore objected to the bill, 
though on grounds very different from those which 
had moved Sir R. H. Inglis against it. 

The hon. baronet, the member for the University of Oxford 
had said that 97 petitions, with 10,820 signatures, had been pre. 
sented against it, while not one had been heard of in its favour - 
butall those petitions proceeded from local and interested parties. 
If the hon. baronet was inclined to pay respect to the number of 
petitions on such a matter as this, he would beg to remind him 
that in 1840, 709 petitions, with 80,000 signatures, and in 184), 
974, with 107,020 signatures, had been presented, praying for the 
entire extinction of ecclesiastical courts and the release of John 
Thorogood. 


He agreed with Colonel Sibthorp in thinking it “a 
Doctors Commons’ job,“ though such an epithet 
would not have come from his side ot the house. 
The ecclesiastical courts were described by some 
petitioners as a disgrace to a free people, some 
amusing instances of which he produced, as the case 
of the owncrs of a public-house, which encroached 
on the churchyard, and subjected them to an expen- 
sive suit for brawling,“ and also an unrepealed 
statute which subjects an offender for smiting to 
have his ear cut off, and if he had no ears, to be 
branded on the forehead with the letter F. But the 
Ecclesiastical Courts bill had been useful in calling 
public attention to the nuisance. 

He also felt indebted to the government for introducing the 
Factory Education bill. That, too, had raised the sleeping lion. 
The whole dissenting interest were in arms against it. He 
believed that no one in that house imagined, when that bill was 
introduced, that the disseuters were so strong a body as they had 
shown themselves by their petitions to be (cries of Question). 
Had they not all presented petitions on that subject (loud cries 
of “Question’’)? That was his question. He had attended 
meetings for the purpose of petitioning that house on the subject 
of the Factory bill; and at those meetings, where the sleeping 
lion was roused, it was observed, We must not separate, for 
we find that there is before the House of Commons another 
obnoxious bill, the Ecclesiastical Courts bill, the principles of 
which are equally injurious to liberty.“ 

Sir RonkRT Pee. trusted that the House- would 
not be led by the opinions of men whose opinions 
were so discordant, to resist a great improvement of 
the law—an improvement embodying what had been 
proposed by Lord Stowell, so far back as 1812, when 
he represented the university of Oxford. More es- 
pecially was he surprised that Mr T. Duncombe 
should object to a bill which, for the first time, pro- 
posed to relieve him from his apprehension of having 
an ear cut off, or being branded on the forehead. The 
government had been threatened with the peril which 
they encountered in bringing forward this bill. But 
they had been quite aware that in carrying forward 
such a reform, they roused up against them private 
interests, which, however, he hoped would not influ- 
ence the House; those who complained that the bill 
did not go far enough should pass it into committee, 
and endeavour to extend its provisions. The highest 
authorities, ecclesiastical and judicial, had recom- 
mended the reforms now undertaken by the govern- 
ment; and if the House now rejected the bill, let it 
cease to taunt ministers with reluctance to intro- 
duce measures of improvement. When the ameliora- 
tion of the criminal law, and the improvement of the 
civil law, had been undertaken, as measures of pro- 
gressive reform, it had been urged that the ecclesias- 
tical law should not escape. He would not believe 
that the House would refuse to read the bill a second 
time; but, whatever might be its fate, the subject 
was one in which the government had no interest ex- 
cept the interest of the public. ‘So help me God.“ 
said the right hon. baronet, with some warmth, ‘1 
have no other motive.“ 

Mr Lanovcnersr, having presided over inquiries 
which recommended these reforms, supported the 
bill as condemnatory of the existing system, and in 
the hope of leading to further modifications of the 
present measure. 

Mr lume was also prepared to support the bill, 
though he agreed that it did not go far enough. 

Captain Guapstonz could not vote against the 
second reading, though objecting to some of its pro- 
visions. | 

Mr Rornveck, admitting the evils requiring to be 
pulled down, would vote for the second reading, but 
he objected to the constructive portion of the bill. 

On a division, the second reading was carried by 
186 to 104. 

, Monday, May 1. 


FACTORIES EDUCATION BILL. 


On the motion that the speaker should leave the 
chair for the commitment of this bill, Sir James 
GRAHAM rose to state the alterations which Govern- 
ment proposed to introduce into it. After adverting 
to the excitement which it had produced in the 
country, he referred to the objection made against it 
on account of its sudden and simultaneous operation, 
which objection he answered by reference to the 
checks provided in its 64th and 65th sections. He 
next proceeded to the objections of the Wesleyan 
body, which he 8 as having been stated in 
the fairest manner, and as being entitled to the 
highest consideration from the praiseworthy efforts 
made by that body for the advancement of education. 
He accordingly specified the alterations which he 
intended to propose in regard to those objectious. 

It is my intention to exclude from clauses N and 58, all 
words regulating Sunday-schools ; to move that clause 60 be 
omitted, and in room of it I shall propose to be inserted the 
clause which I shall now read to the House :—‘ And be it en- 
acted, that the master and such other persons as the clerical 
trustees may appoint shall, on Sundays, and on Christmas-da) 
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and Good Friday, at such times and under such regulations as 
the clerical — * may direct, open and attend suc school for 
the purpose of affording religious instruction to the members of 
the church of England according to the doctrines and principles 
thereof, and shall give such instruction to every young person 
who may wish to attend school at those times, and to every child 
whose parent shall desire such attendance, and such master 
shall cause every child and young person not prevented by any 
reasonable impediment, who shall receive the religious instruc- 
tion of the said school, on such days as aforesaid, to attend 
under the care of the master the divine worship of the church of 
England, at least once on every such day at the church or chapel 
which the clerical trustee may select, or at the said school if the 
clerical trustee cannot select any convenient church or chapel 
where there is adequate Accommodation for such children and 
young persons, and will provide divine worship in such school 
for the benefit of such children and young persons.” 

He would now proceed to the second objection— 
the certificates granted at day schools:— 

On this point I can state that I propose alterations in clauses 
16, 17, and 18, and I mean to omit clauses 71, 72, 73, and 74. | 
then propose to introduce new provisions, for the purpose of 
enacting that all the schools in each district, without exception, 
should grant certificates of the children attending them, on this 
sole condition, that they should be tea to the cognizance of 
an inspector appointed by the Privy Council, and nominated 
under no other sanction or control. It is, besides, provided 
that, with regard to religious instruction, no school where Pro- 
testant children are taught shall be enabled to obtain the in- 
spectors’ sanction unless the authorised version of the Serip- 
tures be taught there. That is the proposal as to Protestants ; 
but it has been deemed necessary to provide for the case of 
Roman Catholic schools, where occasionally Protestants attend, 
and to prevent any Roman Catholic master from exercising the 
power which he now possessed of — the attendance of 
Protestant children at his own private factory school, and there 
instruct them, in the absence of any teaching of an authorised 
version of Scripture. . . : 

It has been said that the instruction in the cate- 
chism and the Liturgy, during school hours, has 
been attended with great interruption to the pro- 
gress of instruction among Dissenters, who must 
encounter one of two evils, either to lose all the be- 
nefit of the system by withdrawing their children, 
or, if they permitted them to be present, exposing 
them to attempts to instil into their minds peculiar 
doctrines. He proposed, therefore, to alter clauses 

1 have provided that it shall be competent for any person, 
even a Church of England man, to object to the mode of in- 
struction, without stating particulars. I then propose that it 
shall be distinctly enactec that, during the first or last hour of 
the three days on which instruction shall be given to the Church 
of England children in the catechism and the Liturgy, provision 
shall be made by the trustee that those whose parents object to 
that mode shall be instructed, during that time, in some branch 
of kuowledge, thereby providing that during the interval of the 
retirement of the Church of England children, the education of 
the others shall proceed. But I do not think this provision 
altogether sufficient to meet the objections that have been 
urged. It has been objected that a common form of prayer 
would open the way to a proselyting spirit amongst various 
creeds. L[have taken the precaution against such an evil by 
providing that the instruction in the Liturgy and catechism 
should be given apart, and that the hours for such instruction 
should be fixed; but I still think that these provisions fall short 
of the necessity of the case. Except on Sundays, there has 
been no provision made for the religious instruction of Dissent- 
ers in the creed to which they may belong. Now, this is a very 
important point, and, with the permission of the House, | 
shall state the change I propose respecting it. I propose that 
the children of Disseuters shall have instruction in the tenets 
of their creeds, even during working days, and that the whole 
matter shall be at the disposal of their parents and guardians, 
So stands now the bill. Sunday is already absolutely at the 
disposal of every parent, as well as the afternoon of Saturday, 
after the hour set apart for the religious instruction of the 
Church of England children. 

He would further provide that, besides Sunday, 
a time would be allowed on each week-day for the 
attendance of the children not belonging to the 
church upon the instruction of the licensed minister, 
or other authorized teacher whom their parents 
might wish them to attend. <A provision would 
likewise be made for the Roman Catholics, who ob- 
ject to the reading of the Scriptures in their entire 
form, to the following effect :— 

Provided, that if the parent of — child being a Roman 
Catholic shall notify to the trustees that, on the ground of 
religious objection, he desires that such child may not be pre- 
sent at such teaching or reading of the Holy Scriptures, nor at 
such Divine worship as aforesaid, he shall not be required to be 
present at such times, but shall be employed in any matter of 
Instruction not religious in a room apart.” 


With respect to the trustees, he would propose 
that, = of leaving the second churchwarden to 
be nominated by the clerical trustce, the bill should 
vive aright of election to those persons who should 
have been donors or subscribers of a certain amount 
to the school: 


And be it enacted, that when there shall be any number of 
persons, not less than twenty, who shall each have voluntarily 
subscribed a donation of ten pounds at the least in one sum to- 
wards the expenditure in the maintenance of the school in any 
oue of the three years immediately preceding any election, or 
the sum of one pound at the least for the two successive years 
immediately preceding any election, or one of whom shall have 
given the site for the said school, the returning officer aforesaid 
shall summon a meeting of such subscribers and donors at the 
school or in some convenient place, and such subseribers and 
donors as are present at such meeting shall elect some one per- 
son and no more, qualified as in hereafter provided, to be a 
trustee of the said schoo!,” 


Thus the election of three out of the seven trustees 
was provided for. The remaining four trustees he 
proposed to constitute through the election of rate- 
payers assessed at £10; but in order to prevent the 
minority from being unrepresented, he would pro- 
pose that no ratepayer should be allowed to vote for 
more than two of these four trustees—the effect of 
which would be that in every case where the ma- 
jority did not preponderate by more than two thircs, 
the minority would return two representatives. The 
duration of the trust he proposed to be for five 
years. The appointment of the head-master of the 
school he would leave with the bishop, but all the 
assistants should be appointed by the trustees. Ile 
would give to any one trustee a power of appealing 
to the Committee of Privy Council against the acts 
of his colleagues; and he would suggest some en- 
largements in the powers of the Privy Council :— 

IU propose that the inspector appointed by the Committee of 
Council shall have power, at all times, to attend the meetings 
of trustees, and may summon special meetings of the trustees 
but that he shall net have the right of voting at any such meet- 
ings. I propose also, that all bye-laws shall receive the sanction 
of the Committee of Privy Council before they are finally 
adopted. I have already stated to the House that a general 
power of control, to guard against the violation of any of those 
regulations, will be vested in the Committee of the Privy Coun- 
cil. The House will observe, that if, contrary to the intention, 


2 and even letter of this act, the master should, through 
and closing of the school, attempt to use his influence unduly 
for the purpose of instilling into the minds ef the scholars any 
peculiar opinions with respect to matters of doctrine, it will be 
open to any trustee to complain of such conduct on the part of 
the master to the Committee of Privy Council, which has the 
power of dismissing him, if the complaint be substantiated. 
The alterations which he had thus propounded 
were in strict consistence with the principle of the 
bill as he had originally opened it, with what was 
due to the Established Church as well as with the 
t which was due to the conscientious feeling 
ofthe Dissenters. If this important measure, brought 
forward by a Government, and treated with singular 
forbearance by their opponents, should, with all 
these advantages, fail to obtain the public approval, 
he feared that the chance of concord and conciliation 
would be gone by, and that a spirit of antagonism 


and bitterness would long prevail throughout this 
country. 


The right hon. baronet concluded with the follow- 
ing peroration :— 

No man in this House can more strongly deprecate the 
introduction of religious topics into our debates than I do; but 
yet I feel that the difficulty which the present measure has to 
contend against in this House are connected with honest 
religious differences, How is it, however, that in England, the 
pride of Christendom—England, the mistress of the seas, that 
sends forth with her commerce, her language, her manners, her 
arts, and, more than all these, her missionaries and her religion, 
to the utmost parts of the earth—how is it that in the heart of 
this very country, in this fair England, so great a mass of 
ignorance and infidelity—infidelity arising, not from the perver- 
sion of reasoning powers, but from want of knowing the saving 
truths of the Gospel—should be found? And how is it too that 
at the same time such strife, such anger, should be exhibited in 
the name of religion (hear, hear)? Is it any mark of sincerity, 
either in Churchmen or Dissenters, that they should embark in 
bitter and angry controversy! 1 say that the great author of 
the Christian faith has left mankind, to the latest day, a test by 
which the sincerity of our feelings may be tried. He has said, 
“ By this shall men know whether ye are my disciples ; if ye 
love one another.” In the early time, when this small band, 
with all its privations and its wants, was exposed to every 
species of suffering, the distinguishing characteristic to which 
I have referred attracted the notice of the heathen and they 
exclaimed—“ See, how these Christians love one another.“ In 
these later days, however, the sceptic may point with scorn and 
derision at 3 Christians, and observe“ See, how these 
Christians hate and despise each other“ (cheers). These are 
the difficulties with which we have to contend; but I ask the 
House to continue to manifest the spiritin which it received 
what I before addressed to it, as well as what I have ventured 
to state on this occasion ; and 1 say, let us in heart and mind 
act the part of Christian legislators, and evince that we are 
worthy of our high position, I am aware—for the symptoms 
are but too evident—that upon this question the waters of strife 
have overflowed and now cover the land. This—(here the 
right hon. baronet placed the modified bill upon the table)—this 
is my olive brauch. I tender it in the hope that it may prove the 
harbinger of peace ; and that, ere long, it will return with glad 
tidings that the waters of strife have subsided (cheers). On 
the part of the government I tender this peace-offering in the 
spirit of concord—in the spirit of Christian charity—in the 
spirit of good will; and I will not yet abandon the hope that if 
it be received as such, at least in this House, it will still be pos- 
sible to effect an object which concerns, in the highest degree, 
not only the temporal, but the eternal welfare of a great body of 
our fellow-subjects, and which will redound to the lasting re- 
nown of this House (much cheering). 

Lord Joux RusszLL concwred in the hope that 
this bill would be discussed with calmness. Mean- 
while, he beggedit might be remembered that when 
general education was first attempted in this country 
through the agency of Mr. Lancaster, the protestant 
dissenters were the foremost to (aid it, both with 
their exertions and with their contributions, 

The dissenters, after having gone on many years working in 
the cause of education—after having done all that they could 
in the manufacturing districts, where the church had the 
smallest number of ministers—a number, indeed, quite inade- 
quate to the wants of the population—they have in latter days 
been aspersed and made objects of obloquy and reproach by a 
section of the church, In discussing the clauses of this bill 
with dissenters, I have found prevailing amongst them a feeling 
that a certain portion of the church would gain by this measure 
a great additional power and authority, and that it was that very 
portion of the church which is accustomed to describe the 
dissenting ministers, who teach the truths of the gospel accord- 
ing to their views, as men unfitted for that duty, and have even 
gone so far as to write ballads in ridicule of them (hear, hear, 
hear). When we consider that these men have, for the last 30 or 
40 years, laboured most zealously in the cause of education, 
and that to them it is owing thatin the great manufacturing dis- 
tricts practical infidelity is not more rife than it is at present, 
it is not surprising that, under the treatment they have expe- 
rienced, they should feel apprehension, alarm, and indignation 
(hear, hear). 

He considered the alterations now proposed as be- 
ing amore efficacious fulfilment of the original do- 
sign of the government, rather than as any depar- 
ture from that design; but for the present he must 
observe upon them, that the necessity of having the 
schoolmaster a member of the church would, as to 
all the masters, amount to a test and a disqualifica- 
tion; and that the principle of election just an- 
nounced would still leave the dissenting trustees in 
a minority at the board, even though, as was the 
case in some of the manufacturing districts, their 
constituents might be a large majority of the rate- 
payers. IIe would, however consider this bill with 
a hope of effectually accomplishing its objects, 
which were matter of much more importance to 
the poor of this country than to any political party. 

Sir R. InGuis inquired to what extent the master 
was to have the nght of teaching the peculiar doc- 
trines of his own creed. Did the right honourable 
baronet intend to say that a schoolmaster, being a 
member of the church of England, who should use 
his influence to induce the children of dissenters to 
receive the docirines of that church, would be liable 
to be dismissed by the Committee of the Privy 
Council ? 

Sir J. Giuanam replied in the affirmative. The 
word * teach’’ was used in this bill in the sense to 
which it was confined in the British and Foreign 
schools; the master wa» to be an expositor, not a 
commentator. 

Dr BowntinG said that they were indebted to the 
honourable baronct, the member for Oxford, for let- 
ting out the secret of the real intention of the bill. 
The object of the measure was to church-of-England- 
ize the nation (no, no). It was on that giound, 
as he understood, that the honourable baronet the 


member for Oxford supported the bill when it was 


| first introduced. The objection of the dissenters to 


e bi ; 
e medium of reading and teaching the Bible, at the opening | the bill was, that it gave 


ligious party, and that was the church. Believing 


ce to one re- 


that the bill was intended to give predominating 
power to the church party, he would oppose its pro- 
gress at future stages. 

Mr. Ewart thought the government should have 
— more gradually. Their course should 
ave been to increase the annual grant, and to be- 
stow it among all sects. But instead of that, they 
had chosen to take this precipitate step; and the 
consequence would be, that they would find them- 
selves unable to carry any measure on this subject 
in the present session. He adhered to the persua- 
sion that the bill ought to be divided into two parts, 
the one relating to factories, and the other to edu- 
cation. The alterations now proposed would not 
materially affect the constitution of the board of 
trustees, which would still comprehend a majority 
of churchmen. He acceded to Sir J. Graham's re- 
commendation of calmness in discussion; but he 
hoped the House would also show firmness in re- 
sistance. Did the right hon. baronet suppose the 
people of this country so dull or so apathetic as not 
to understand and disapprove this inroad on their 
religious liberty? There had been originally min- 
gled in the measure so 4 of the elements of 
theological warfare, that he believed it could not be 

now passed into a law. 

Mr. Gally Knicut said he must protest against 
the inferences drawn by the — member for 
Bolton. In any country where an established church 
existed, absolute religious equality was impossible. 
He had the greatest respect for the Wesleyan hody, 
and he did hope that they would take the modifica- 
tions now proposed into their serious consideration. 
He hoped they would not bring on themselves the 
responsibility of condemning millions of their coun- 
trymen to perdition. 

Mr. Hawss, without meaning now to discuss the 
proposed clauses, which he understood to have been 
opened only with a view to a future evening's con- 
sideration, would admit that they inclu a con- 
siderable concession to the wishes expressed in the 
recent petitions. He still thought the constiuttion 
of the trusts objectionable, and in the same light he 
viewed the principle of taking the funds from the 
poor-rates. The power given to the Privy Council 
to value property he also thought was highly objec- 
tionable, and he saw no necessary connexion between 
such a power and a scheme for the education of the 
people. In any scheme of national education there 
ought to be perfect quality between the different re- 
ligious sects; no predominance ought to be allowed. 
The bill, even in its present form, was one of which 
he feared it could not be hoped that it would give 
general satisfaction. 

Mr. M. Gipson apprehended that the operation of 
the bill would be to cause the removal of many 
children from factory employments into occupations 
more injurious, to which no education clauses were 
attached, He should have preferred a bill of a 
larger character, which would have included all 
sorts of employments. As to the religious part, he 
thought it a misfortune that Parliament would al- 
ways be meddling with religion. He would have 
had a general bill for secu.ar instruction, leaving 
the church to teach her own children at her own 
cost, and all other denominations to do the same. 
This bill called on all to pay, and it ought, therefore, 
to have provided a system in which all might 
participate. 

The Earl of Surrey was understood to say that in 
the present stage of the bill, he did not feel called 
upon to state his sentiments on the proposed modi- 
fications. He should reserve what he had to say for 
a future evening. 

Mr. W. O. STANLEY attested the exertions of the 
dissenters in the cause of education. He hoped the 
measure would not be urged with undue haste. 

Mr. Hinpvey regretted that it had not been divided 
into two parts. ‘The petitions against the education 
clauses had not been got up by the usual machinery, 
but were quite spontaneous. 

Mr. Borruwick censured those who embarrassed 
the objects of this bill by theological disquisitions. 
He cautioned the House against overlaying the 
— with a kind of education not practically 
useful to them, especially in matters of abstruse 
science. | 

Mr. Povu.er Senor regretted that this measure, 
which all were to pay for, was not constructed for 
the benefit of all. In man large districts where 
the chief employment of the children did not happen 
to be in factories, they would reap no advantage 
from the bill. 

Lord DunGANNON warmly applauded the measure. 
He anticipated that when Sir J. Graham's exposi- 
tion of the new clauses should go forth, the Wes- 
leyans in general would be perfectly satisfied with 
what was intended 

After a few words from Mr. Alban, the House 
went int» committee on the bill, but, as had been 
arranged, only pro formd, in order to the recommit- 
ment of it on a future day. 

On the suggestion of Mr. F. T. Bantno, 

Sir J. Grawam consented to defer the recommitta) 
to Monday, the 22nd, and it was accordingly altered 
to that day. 

SUPPLY. 

A vote for the expenses of the law proceedings on 
the late special commissions, which had been omitted 
from the general report of the estimates in order that 
further information might be furnished to the House, 
was now brought on to be reported.—Mr. T. Dun- 
coup objected to the amount as too large. If such 
were the expenses of legal proceedings, how vain was 
it tosay, as had lately been said, that a poor man might 


obtain redress against * pene il-u of 
by bringing an action. apecially t 
the fees to counsel in — — 
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Sir G. CL AAA defended the vote. He said that the 
number of counsel now employed by the Crown was 
much smaller than it used to be in — years, and 
their fees would not be found at all exorbitant. The 
eral subject of law expenses had been lately under 
the consideration of Government, and sev mate- 
rial reductions had been effected, not only in Eng- 
land, but still more largely in Ireland and Scotland. 
Mr. F. BAnixd criticised the estimate, comment- 
ing upon the combinations and results of the figures. 
ir G. CLERK gave an explanation in detail, and 
the vote was reported without further resistance. 


MISCELLANOUS. 

Facrorizs Br I. Lord J. Russell postponed the 
resolutions of which he had given notice, on the sub- 
ject of education, until to-morrow, as the Secretary 
for the home department, it appeared, intended to 
make certain amendments of importance in his Fac- 
tories bill, and go into a committee pro forma for that 
3 As a great part of his resolutions referred 
to that bill, he proposed to allow them to lie over till 

bill was before the House in its amended form, 
and till the House had decided on the provisions in 
a committee. He did not intend to oppose the bill 
going into a committee pro forma, nor when it went 
really into a committee. 

Sir J. Graham, in reply to Mr Macaulay, intimated 
his intention of introducing during the present ses- 
sion, a bill for the better regulation of the medical 
profession. 

REPEAL oF THE Unton.—On Friday night, Mr Lane 
Fox gave notice that on the 11th of May, he should 
move a resolution with a view to put a stop to the 
agitation for the al of the union, and to call on 
the government, if it have not sufficient power to at- 
tain that end, to ask for the necessary power. He 
should, on the same day, move that the House be 
called over. He had waited for the honourable 
member for Cork, but not seeing him in the House, 
he now gave these notices. 

Hanrsovrs or Rervcz.—Mr Mackinnon moved, on 
Thursday, for a select committee to ascertain the re- 
venue, expenditure, and condition of the harbours 

and lighthouses on the coast, from the Thames to 
Portsmouth. His object was to show, first, that 
those tolls were improperly expended ; and, secondly, 
that they were raised in a very unfair manner. Mr 
Curteis seconded the motion. Sir Edward Knatch- 
bull thought that no case had been made out; Mr 
Mackinnon was incorrect in his single instance, for 
the revenue of Ramsgate harbour is only £20,000. 
On the part of government he opposed the motion. 
It was supported by Mr Rice, Captain Pechell, and 
Sir Charles Napier. Major Beresford moved as an 
amendment on the motion, That the inquiry should 
be extended to Longood fort and Portsmouth.“ Mr 
Lambton thought that government ought to take up 
the great question of harbours of refuge ; the French 
are not idle on the subject. Sir Robert Peel said, 
that the matter ought to be left to government; and 
he thought a committee of the House the very worst 
tribunal for inquiring into such a subject. On a di- 
vision, the motion was rejected, by 79 to 34. 


Income Tax vice Taxes on Use anp ConsumPTION. 
—Mr Scholefield has fixed his motion, to substitute 
an augmented income tax for assessed taxes and 
taxes on malt, sugar, and tea, for the 11th May. 


A new writ was ordered yesterday weck for Salis- 
bury city, in the room of Mr W. B. Brodie, who has 
accepted the Chiltern hundreds. 


Fees at AssizEs.—On Monday evening Mr. Escott 
drew the attention of the House to the practice of 
elerks of the at quarter sessions, and clerks of 
assize, who demand large fees from defendants in 
misdemeanour for are Oe traverses. (Under 
this practice a poor defendant, if not prepared to take 
his trial as soon as the indictment been found 
against him, is compelled to pay a sum varying from 
£7 or £8 to £20, for the privilege of taking his trial 
at the next sessions or assizes ; which trial very pro- 
bably ends in his acquittal for the assault or » i ana 
pears against him; and in that case, beside what 

e may have had to pay for his witnesses, attorney, 
and counsel, he has also paid a fine of £20 for being 
ultimately found Not Guilty.”) Mr. Escott cha- 
racterised this practice as extortion, and moved fora 
return of all such fees taken at the late assizes and 
special commissions.— Sir J. Graham assented to the 
motion. Lord Worsley considered such a practice 
as proving that these officers ought to be paid by 
fixed salaries.—Mr. Scott concurred in this last 
li Escott replied, and the return was 
0 a 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, April 27. 

Appress or Conpotence.—The Duke of Welling- 
ton moved an address of condolence to her Majesty 
on the death of the Duke of Sussex, and lauded the 
memory of the illustrious deceased, who had, during 
a long life, been the patron of science, literature, and 
arts, and the warm supporter of every benevolent in- 
stitution. The Marquis of Lansdowne seconded the 
motion, and in doing so, added his testimony to the 
character of his late Royal Highness. The Marquis 
of Northampton, on the part of the Royal society, 
expressed concurrence in the address, and regret for 
the great loss which her Majesty and the country had 
sustained. The address was then agreed to. 

Friday, April 28. 

Conveyance oF Rear Pnorrurr.— Lord Campbell 
moved the second reading of this bill, recapitulating 
the statements he made on a former occasion, as to 
the necessity and im of the measure. The 
Lord Chancellor considered the bill a most mis- 
chievous one, and should decidedly oppose it. He 


believed itdid not originate with the noble lord, but | his 


was contained in a pamphlet written by a well known 


conveyancer, one of the diletante reformers of whom 
they had so many in the present day. The princi- 
ple of the bill was to provide a legislative form, but 
that had been already tried in the Annuity act and 
various others, and had uniformly failed. It was 
well known that a slight verbal deviation frequently 
vitiated an instrument, and that he believed would 
be the inevitable result of the present measure. He 
should move as an amendment that the bill be read 
a second time that day six months. Lord Langdale 
would be very glad to lessen the expense of convey- 
ancing, but he did not think that bill would answer 
the desired end without a corresponding alteration in 
the law, which it did not contemplate. Lord Cot- 
tenham opposed the bill, as providing a parliamentary 
form of conveyance which he held to be erroneous in 

rinciple. Lord Campbell replied; and after some 
further discussion, in which the Duke of Wellington 
and other noble lords opposed the bill, the motion 
was negatived without a division. 


Monday, May 1. 


REGISTRATION OF VOTERS’ BILL. 

Lord WHARNCLIFFE moved the second reading of 
the bill to amend the registration of electors for mem- 
bers of the other House of Parliament. 

Lord BrovGHamM warmly eulogised Lord Grey as 
the author of the Reform Bill, and took credit for the 
very few defects which eleven years of practical ex- 
perience had discovered in that measure. The great 
evil of the system was the annual registration, which, 
as the voter generally looked upon his privilege with 
indifference, threw upon the candidate the expense 
of a constant attention to the register, without which 
he could not expect to succeed against a more watch- 
ful opponent. He would prefer that when a person 
had once proved that he possessed the requisite qua- 
lification, his vote should remain unchallengeable for, 
at least, the duration of the parliament for which it 
was registered. This principle was acted upon in 
respect to members of parliament and justices of the 
peace, and should hold good also in the case of the 
voter. He objected to that portion of the bill which 
rendered the receipt of parochial relief a disqualifi- 
cation, but approved equally the establishment of an 
appeal from the decisions of the revising barristers, 
= the vesting that power in the court of Common 

leas. 

Lord Denman also considered the change an im- 
eee. which transferred the appeal to a judicial 

rom a political body, always more or less influenced 

by party bias ; but objected to the clauses respecting 
personation as unnecessary, because the law already 
took cognizance of the offence, and inefficient as 
imposing too lenient a penalty—one indeed much 
less severe than that at present inflicted. A clause, 
too, which provided that persons attempting to per- 
sonate electors might be seized and carried before 
a magistrate was liable to great abuse, and would 
add dangerously to the excitement inseparable from 
elections. : 

Lord Campne.t defended the registration system, 
but concurred with Lord Brougham in wishing to 
secure to the voter a more permanent possession of 
his franchise. He exonerated the revising barristers 
from all blame as to the inconsistency of their deci- 
sions, but should be glad to see their number reduced 
from 85 to 10, who should sit constantly, instead 
of for only a few days in each year. He objected to 
the proposal for vesting an appeal in the Common 
Pleas ; and after briefly noticing one or two other 
clauses, which he intended to oppose, reserved his 
further objections until the bill should be considered 
in committee. 

The bill was then read a second time, and the 
House adjourned. 


General Aetos. 


DOMESTIC. 


METROPOLITAN. 

Tue Evecrors or Finspury anp THEIR Reprs- 
SENTATIVES.—A meeting was held on Thursday 
evening, at the Belvidere tavern, Islington, of the 
members of the Finsbury Free-trade association. 
Messrs Duncombe and Wakley, the members for the 
borough, had been invited to attend the meeting, in 
order that an explanation might be given by them 
with respect to their conduct regarding the question 
of free trade and the corn laws. Mr Duncombe and 
Mr Wakley were both present, and entered into a 
lengthened defence of their parliamentary conduct. 
Mr Duncombe was asked why he refused to join the 
League, and why he did not attend public meetings? 
His answer was, that he had always been favourable 
to public meetings, but he could not call those public 
meetings to which persons were only admitted by 
ticket. He believed they would never get the repeal 
of the corn laws until they reformed the House of 
Commons. He had belonged to the first anti-corn- 
law association ever formed, originated by his friend 
Colonel Thompson. ‘There were no ticket meetings 
then. Had the Anti-corn-law Le obtained a 
better footing in parliament? He also objected to 
the manner in which the League spent their money. 
Why should they give £90 for Drury lane theatre, 


and why should they pay the traveling expenses of 


members of parliament lace to place to make 
speeches? He would feel 4 to accept the 
expenses—and they had been offered to him. Mr 
Wickham said, the League were obliged to have re- 
course to tickets to keep their meetings free from a 
rabble, which was hired from all partsto interrupt their 
proceedings. An elector having asked if the members 
would consent to agitate for the repeal of the corn 
laws? Mr Wakley said, if he should promise to do 
so he was fearful that he should not be able to fulfil 

promise, for he had already as much as he could 
possibly do. He was at present in ill health, arising, 


his medical adviser told him, from hard mental 
labour. He felt that if his health continued so un. 
settled, that in the course of another year he should 
be obliged to resign his seat. They had two mem- 
bers who voted for free trade in every form and 
shape it might be brought before the House. 
What could Finsbury domore? He would tell them 
why he did not join the League. It was because they 
called themselves The Anti-corn-law League.” He 
had complained to Mr Cobden long ago that it was 
an error to call the League by its present name. It 
should be called by its proper title, The Free-trade 
League. He thought there was no chance of car- 
rying the question with the present House. 

He would promise most emphatically that the question of the 
corn laws and free trade, whenever it should be brought before 
the House of Commons, should receive his most earnest sup- 

ort. But he thought they might as well attempt to carry St 

aul’s as make the present House of Commons repeal the corn 
laws. They could not even get a five shilling duty, They could 
not even get an eight shilling duty. He would venture to say 
that the . ouse of Commons would never agree to an 
eight shilling duty. There were men in the House o Commons 
who would sooner risk the downfall of the House itself than 
agree to such a proposition. It was under such men as these 
that the farmers were made serfs. They were nothing but serfs 
When an election took place, if one of those farmers were to be 
asked who he was going to vote for, he would not know. He 
would say he always voted for Mr Miles's man. He (Mr Wakley) 
once asked a farmer if he would not like to give his vote in u 
different way—whether he would not like to give it by way of 
the ballot? His reply was, “I don't know. I generally goes by 
the way of Dawlish.” These wily landlords knew their power 
and they used it. They would grant no leases, “ No,” said 
they, if I give 2 a twenty-one years’ rope you will hang me.“ 
No, they kept their tenants in yearly tenancies, They knew 
how much an acre would produce, and they took rent accor- 
dingly, leaving the poor farmer just enough to put a good coat 
upon his back, and no more, hen an election came, his land- 
lord said. You must vote for Mr So-and-so; for if you do not, 
up goes your land two or three shillings an acre.” Thus were 
the farmers made serfs, and thus would they ever be while the 

resent system continued. 


r Hodgkin ultimately moved the following resolu- 
tion, which was carried r 


That this meeting, having heard the exp nation of Thomas 


Duncombe, Esq., and Thomas Wakley, Esq., and remembering 
their steady and consistent conduct on the subject of free trade 
in parliament, feel fully satisfied with them; but earnestly re- 
commend them, considering the vital nature of the corn laws 
to lend all their exertions, both in parliament and out of parlia- 
ment, to promote the repeal of those laws.“ 

Dissent— FREE Trape—ReEpresENTATION.~— On 
Tuesday se’nnight the electors of the Tower Ham- 
lets had a grand dinner at the Eastern institution, in 
connexion with free trade, which is reported at great 
length in the Sun, Morning Chronicle, and other 
papers. Amongst those present were Richard Cob- 
den, Esq., M. P., Col. T. P. Thompson, James Wil- 
son, Esq., and T. M. Gibson, Esq. The Chairman, 
Wm Coates, Esq., amongst a variety of toasts, gave 
Civil, religious, and commercial liberty all over 
the world,“ which was drunk amidst prolonged ap- 
plause. He then said he would propose the health 
of a friend, for whom the public had not done as 
much as he had for the public (cheers); and gave 
„Colonel Thompson.“ Colonel Thompson said, if 
the preceding speaker had thought it his duty to 
present himself as a stranger, it was no less his own 
to produce himself as an old and familiar friend and 
neighbour, who, though he did not absolutely live 
within the range of those “ odours maritime which 
were the distinction of their borough, was no farther 
off than might beseem a retired citizen withdrawing 
to live upon the competency realised by free and 
honourable commerce (cheers). He had wished to 
dwell on the advances of their prospects; and now 
the Chairman had furnished the meeting with one 
of the most flagrant proofs. Civil, religious, and 
commercial liberty all over the world! There is 
promotion for you, gentlemen (loud cheering). Al- 
ready have you wrought up your cause to be one 
element in that great trio which has to make the 
tour of Europe and the world. In every direction 
are seen the signs of promise. Enemies are coming 
down, or coming over. Men are uniting, and seeing 
how much they can accomplish by agreement, in- 
stead of how much they can hinder by dissension. 
In this room must be adherents of the three great 

arties, which are at this moment rushing into union 
or a common purpose, like the grains of divided 
quicksilver. Adhering heartily to the wisdom of 
the policy which made the League declare it would 
direct its own organisation to nothing but one ob- 
ject, and made conscious of the fact by the painful 
criterion of having, it may be, vexed some valued 
friends by that adhesion, I count it no crime to 
enumerate the motives which may be the leading 
causes of our severally appearing in union under this 
banner. To take them in order of seniority, there 
must be many here who belong to that ancient class 
of reformers, who stood well in the breach when 
there was nobody else to stand (cheers), and are not 
to be lightly held because others are since for doing 
more. There must always be somebody, whom 
somebody else will wish to go farther and faster. 
Then there are those who feel only what may be 
called a counting-house interest in free trade? would 
only that the feeling were inserted in every counting- 
house throughout the land. And lastly, there are 
those, among whom I may perhaps be allowed to 
rank myself, who are much actuated by a conviction 
of the potency with which one erack bastion of the 
fortress of injustice, when leveled to the earth must 
react upon the others. All these parties have been 
seen just now in unity at Nottingham (loud cheer- 
ing). ‘There were the old whigs, the free traders, 
and the equalisation-of-the-suffrage-ists. If any of 
the three, in chariotecring phrase, had jibbed, the 
thing that was would not have been. What might 
be the further effect of a passage through a not very 
impartial committee, is what time must show. But 
nothing can alter the evidence, that we have got 
hold of the road that leads to success (loud and long- 
continued cheering). The next toast was Mr 
James@V ilson,”’ and that gentleman returned thanks 
in a spéech which was listened to throughout with 
the deepest attention. Mr. Wilson then proposed 
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the “ Health of the Chairman,” which being duly 
responded to, the meeting shortly afterwards sepa- 
rated. 


Covrt or Common Councit.—A court was hela 
on Thursday, for the dispatch of business. On the 
motion of Mr Eagleton, seconded by Mr Smith, ad- 
dresses to the Queen, of congratulation and con- 
dolence, were unanimously adopted. A report of 
the Navigation committee recommending the issue 
of licenses to embank certain portions of the Thames 
was affirmed. Mr Hoole brought up a report of the 
General Purposes committee, upon a reference to 
them in 1842, to consider the N of applying 
to parliament to amend the 11th Geo. I, under which 
the city municipal elections were held, for the pur- 

ose of extending and equalising that franchise, and 
for simplifying the mode and shortening the dura- 
tion of elections. The report recommended the 
measure, but advised that it was inexpedient to go 
to parliament at the present time with the question. 
Mr Wire and other members, with some angry allu- 
sions to recent attacks on the corporation, recom 
mended an immediate application to parliament. An 
amendment to that effect was proposed and carried, 
and a committee was appointed to carry it into exe- 
cution. 


Lonpon Society ron TEACHING THE BLIND To 
Rap. The sixth annual meeting of this society was 
held on Thursday, at the Hanover square rooms; the 
Marquis of Cholmondeley in the chair. The school 
in London contains thirty pupils, and twenty day- 
boarders. The receipts during the past year, endin 
Dec. 31, 1842, amounted to £1,163 18s. 9d., an 
the expenditure during the same period to £1,102 4s., 
leaving a balance of £61 14s. 9d. in the hands of 
the treasurer. The subscriptions during the year 
amounted to £271 16s. 3d., and the donations to 
£396 14s. Two little girls, natives of China, read a 
part of the epistle to the Romans with a great deal of 
fluency and a very pleasing intonation of voice. 


Lanovurers’ Frrenp Sociery.—On Thursday this 
society, which is established to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the labourers, by encouraging the cultiva- 
tion of allotments of land by the spade, in their 
leisure hours, held its twelfth annual meeting in 
Exeter hall, Thomas Hartley, Esq., of Peckham, in 
the chair. Mr John Wood, the secretary, read the 
report for the past year, from which it appeared that 
in Kent and the southern counties, the society's 
agent had lately visited three thousand allotments 
which were cultivated by three thousand families, 
amongst whom there was not one commitment to 
prison during the two past years. In the midland 
counties seven hundred acres were similarly laid out. 
In Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Northamptonshire, 
Nottinghamshire, Warwicks'tire, and Somersetshire, 
the allotments of land, varying from a rood to two 
acres, were attended with the most beneficial results 
to the labouring classes. Several gentlemen after- 
wards spoke in favour of the allotment system. 


Art Union or Lonpon.—Tuesday was the day 
appointed for the drawing of prizes in the Art Union, 
and a most crowded auditory assembled at Drury 
Lane Theatre. The Marquis of Northampton, in 
consequence of the lamented decease of the Duke of 
Sussex, presided. The report stated that, the sub- 
scriptions for the present year amounted to £12,338 
lls. Last year 269 pictures and one piece of sculp- 
ture had been purchased at a cost of £10,036 9s., 
being £1,136 9s. more than the amount apportioned 
by the society. ‘These pictures had been exhibited 
at the Suffolk street gallery, where it was supposed as 
many as 100,000 persons went to see them. ‘The en- 
graving due to the subscribers of 1841. The Saints’ 
Day.“ after Mr J. P. Knight, by Mr Chevalier, had 
been successfully electrotyped by Mr George Barclay, 
of Gerrard street, Soho. Impressions would be 
ready for delivery on and after the 9th of May next. 
The plate for 1842, Una entering the Cottage,“ 
would be ready for delivery in the month of July; 
whilst, forthe current year, Sir A. Calcott’s picture 
of „ Raffaelle and the Fornarina,” was in a forward 
state towards completion. The amount set apart in 
the present year for the purchase of works of art is 
£8,000. The drawing of prizes then took place, the 
most conspicuous amounts being thus declared :— 
The prize of £400 was drawn in favour of Mr J. Har- 
man, of Blackfriars; that of £300 was gained * Mr 
C. Legge, of Bermondsey ; one of £200 by Mr T. 
Stone, of Thame; one of £200, by Mr J. Newcomb, 
of Upton; one of £150 was awarded to the Rev. T. 
H. Russell, of Printing-house square; and one of 
£150 to Mr C. A. Darley, near York. 


British Musreum.—Great improvements are taking 
place in the British museum. The Xanthian mar- 
bles have been arranged in the new picture gallery, 
and ald another interesting feature to the already 
matchless collection of ancient works in sculpture 
which is there assembled. ‘The excavations are still 
going on in the ruins of Xanthia, at the expense of 
the British government, and by directions of Mr 
Pellows, and specimens of still greater interest and 
value have been discovered. 

Sate or Avrocrapns, &e.— Tuesday the sale of 
the collection of autograph letters and documents, 
formerly the property of Dr Milles, dean of Exeter, 
president of the Antiquarian society, who died in 
1784, together with some other remarkable Jctters, 
were sold at the rooms of Mr Leigh Sotheby. Some 
of the letters from remarkable persons brought good 
prices. An autograph letter from Sir Philip Sydney 
produced £4 6s.; an autograph note of Oliver 
Cromwell was sold for £7; it was in fine preserva- 
tion, and bore date 1648. A warrant for the pay- 
ment of £1,900 to the wife of John Hampden, dated 
1652, fetched £3 1s.; an autograph letter from Dry- 
den to his wife, £5 12s. 6d.; a letter from C I. 
to Sir F. Windebank, £4 146. 6d.; and a sign 


manual of Cromwell, £3 lls. A letter, unaddressed, 
from Dr Johnson, was for £2 11s. ; one 
from Lord Nelson, dated on board the Amazon, 
September 24, 1801, £3 3s. 


Poor Law Inquiny.— Wednesday last the special 
poor-law commission appointed to investigate the 
alleged ill treatment of the Creole pauper, John 
Jones, in St Pancras, adjourned from Saturday, was 
resumed, and concluded, so far as the evidence was 
concerned, before Mr Austin, in the board room of 
the workhouse of St Pancras. The commissioner 
will report on the matter to the central board. 


Quarterly average of the weekly liabilities and 
assets of the Bank of — from the 28th of Jan., 


1843, to the 22d of April, 1843 :— 

LIABILITIES. AGSETS. 
Circulation. . £20,239,000 | Securities . . £23,587,000 
Deposits .... 11,634,000 | Bullion.... 11,190,000 

£31,873,000 £34,777,000 


Mr B. Frerranp Busrrirp's body was picked up 
early on Thursday morning, floating down the river, 
about two miles below Blackwall, where the fatal 
accident occurred. The body presented a melan- 
choly spectacle, but the deceased’s friends were able 
to identify it by the clothes, which bore his name. 
A pocket book was found on him, in which his 
name was written in several places, and on his per- 
son were also found a few sovereigns and some sil- 
ver, besides which, his ring was on his finger. An 
inquest was held on the body on Thursday night, 
and a verdict of accidental death returned. The body 
was found by some ballast men, who will get the 
reward of fifty guineas, which the family offered for 
its recovery. 


Deatus ny Burnina.—There were, on Wednes- 
day evening, no less than four bodies of children in 
the dead-house belonging to the London hospital, all 
of whom had died in that institution from the effects 
of injuries received by their clothes having acci- 
dentally caught fire. 


A Bor Hanoep ny Hrserr ix Plar.— Henry 
Bedford, aged fourteen, the son of respectable pa- 
rents, residing in Brunswick street, Hackney road, 
came by his death in the following singular manner: 
On Wednesday afternoon, having returned from school 
and taken some milk in, he proceeded to the kitchen. 
His mother, who was in the parlour, called him, 
saying she wanted him, but receiving no answer, she 
descended into the kitchen, and not finding him 
there, she looked for him in the front area. e was 
not there either, and seeing the coal cellar door open 
she looked in, and, to her horror, saw her son sus- 
pended by the neck, by means of his handkerchief, 
from an iron hook in the roof. She immediately cut 
him down and sent for a te, who, on his ar- 
rival, pronounced him dead. e unhappy mother 
is of opinion that deceased did not contemplate sui- 
cide, but destroyed himself accidentally, as he was 
in the habit of suspending himself by the neck for 
amusement. 


————— — 


PROVINCIAL. 


REPRESENTATION OF SHEFFIELD.—The Sheffield In- 
dependent of Saturday contains a letter from H. G. 
Wood, Esq., M.P. for the borough, stating that he 
has no present intention of pry ap „but will pro- 
bably retire from parliament at the close of the pre · 
sent session. From the tenour of the letter it seems 

robable that the retirement of the two members, 
Vood and Parker, will be simultaneous. 


Sarissury ELcriox. — The Honourable E. P. 
Bouverie, a son of Lord Radnor, is a candidate for 
the seat for Salisbury city, vacated by the resignation 
of Mr Brodie. IIe is in favour of religious equality 
for all classes, any rational plan for extending the 
blessing of sound education to all classes of the peo- 
ple,“ removal of all commercial restrictions, and re- 
ere of the income-tax. Mr A. Hussey, the late 

igh sheriff of the county, is the conservative candi- 
date. 

BorovuGu or AYLEssuRY.—We understand that a 
Dr Sleigh, a perfect stranger, backed by the recom- 
mendation and influence of Lord Stanhope, is about 
to offer himself as candidate for Aylesbury, a vacancy 
being expected from the long and alarming illness of 
Captain Hamilton, whose resignation will soon be 
officially notified. Lord Nugent, it is thought, will 
be put forward on the liberal side.—Globe. 


ANtTI-CORN-LAW Meetine at Camprnipcre.—A de- 
putation from the Anti-corn-law League visited 
Cambridge on Saturday, and met a large number of 
farmers at a public and“ -air’’ meeting in the 
cattle market, behind the Old Greyhound inn. It 
being market-day, the attendance was very nume- 
rous. The deputation, consisting of Mr Bright and 


‘Mr R. R. Moore, was most favourably received. The 


meeting was called expressly for the purpose of ad- 
dressing the farmers in the heart of this great agri- 
cultural district on the evil effects of the corn laws 
in relation to agriculture. On the motion of Mr 
Alderman Newby, Mr Livett was unanimously called 
to the chair. The 2 was addressed at great 
length by Mr Bright, Mr Moore, and others; after 

hich a petition, praying for the immediate and 

tal repeal of the corn laws, was adopted by the 
mgcting, which then separated, giving three cheers 
for the League. 

Mu Conpen at Hextrorp.—On Saturday last, 
pursuant to public announcement to that effect, Mr 
Cobden paid a visit to Hertford, for the pu of 
addressing the farmers, and others interested in agri- 
culture, on the subject of the repeal of the corn laws. 
Long before the hour at which the proceedings were 
advertised to commence, every part of the large room 
was densely crowded with a hi 8 audi- 
tory. Mr Cobden, on entering » Was received 


with deafening cheers. Mr Welford of Northan was 
called to the chair. Such was the ure outside 
that the meeting was adjourned to the open air. The 
place of assem was the Plough mead, and a 
number of 


made a temporary platform for 
the speakers. About two thousand persons were 
. on the occasion, among whom were Baron 

imsdale, the Hon. W. Cowper, Sir Minto Farquhar, 
Messrs G. J. Bosanquet, W. Straton, T. ; 
Booth, and several other influential gentlemen con- 
nected with the county. Mr Cobden's address oc- 
cupied nearly two hours. He pointed out the effects 
of the corn laws on the interests of the farmer, and 
concluded by advising them to advocate a total and 
immediate repeal of the laws as the only means of 
securing steadiness of price and remunerative profit. 
Mr Bennett, a tenant farmer of Luton, in Bedford. 
shire, came forward at the conclusion of Mr Cobden’s 
address, and after having put several questions to the 
hon. member proceeded to move a resolution af- 
firming that repeal would bring inevitable ruin on 
the agricultural interest. This having been seconded, 
Mr Lattimore, a respectable tenant farmer of the 
neighbourhood, pro the following amend- 
ment:—* That it is the opinion of this meeting that 


the existing corn laws have proved highly injurious 
to the independence and welfare of the tenant ’ 


and that they ought to be abolished.” The amend- 
ment having been seconded, was put and carried 
amidst loud cheering, only ten hands out of the large 
assembly being held up for the original motion. A 
vote of thanks was then passed to the chairman, and 
the meeting quietly dispersed. 

AoricuLturaAL Maxrixos.— A meeting of land- 
owners and farmers was held at Grantham, in Lin- 
colnshire, on Saturday, to oppose the Canada Corn 


bill. A resolution t the measure was 

unanimously. Mr Hickson complained that the far- 
mers had been grossly deceived by the present mem- 
bers, who were returned on the faith that they would 


oppose the alteration of the corn laws, and in whose 
favour Mr 1 Mage rejected. The Chairman 
defended the members, on the score that they had 
chosen the lesser of two evils; for to have rejected 
Sir Robert Peel's measures would assuredly have 
brought in Lord John Russell and other measures 
more destructive to their welfare. He announced, 
however, that he and Sir John Trollope were pro- 

to oppose the t measure. Other reso- 
utions directed 2 to be 


resented to both 

Houses, to be intrusted to Earl Brownlow and Mr 
Turner. | 

Another meeting against the same bill was held at 


Bourne, on the same day; Sir John Tro 
chair. He was supported by Lord W hby 
d’Eresby, Mr G. J. Heathcote, M. P., General John- 
son, and several influential gentlemen, farmers, and 
graziers of the neighbourhood. The Morning Post 
thus sums up the business done: 

*The several speakers in the strongest terms the 
intended innovation. A petition to the legislature was adopted, 
showing that the petitioners had, by the alteration of the corn 
laws and the tariff in the last session of parliament, incurred 8 
loss of 251. per cent on their capital and annual ee that 
they considered the want of due protection be pn the introduc. 
tion into this kingdom, through Canada, of corn grown in the 
United States of America, likely to have a most prejudicial effect 
on the prices of agricultural produce, and most unnecessarily to 
depress them ; that the proposal to admit flour and wheat from 
the United States through Canada, at a nominal duty 
to the petitioners a direct violation of the promise implied ia 
the declaration of ministers in the house of Commons at the 
commencement of the present session, that no further altera- 
tions were contemplated by them in the corn laws; that the 
alterations were likely to add greatly to the distress 
under which the agriculturists suffer, without any countervail- 
ing advantage to the manufacturing interest, inasmuch as the 
commercial ———— of the United States are more stringent 
than ever in raging, by the imposition of higher duties, 
the im ion of the manufactures of this country. On these 
s the petitioners prayed that uo law or regulation under 
the authority of parliament might be passed to admit corn or 
flour from the continent of America at lower duties than those 
hitherto imposed.” : 

A similar meeting was held at Spalding on 
Tuesday. 


Srare or Trape.—Both in Manchester and Leeds 
trade is much brisker, and a slight advance has taken 
place in prices. From other places, however, the 
accounts are not so encouraging. The demand for 
goods has fallen off at H rafield, and Bradford 
and Halifax are much the same as last week. No 
improvement has taken place at Leicester. From 
Bury, Ashton, Bolton, and Heywood, there are bet- 
ter accounts, and a more healthy tone seemed gene- 
rally to pervade the markets. 


Srounnnibok.— Tun Inox Trape.—Some idea 
may be formed of the extent to which the iron trade 
of South Staffordshire is * me by the fact, that 
out of 111 blast furnaces 53 are blown out, and are 
wholly unproductive either of labour or interest on 
the large capital expended on their erection. Some 
have been out more some less than a year; on 
an average the whole number has been out at least 
that period, and as they would each produce full 
eighty tons ofiron per week, the quantity withdrawn 
from the market is at the lowest calculation 220,480 
tons; and yet, with this immense reduction in the 
make, the market is still overstocked, prices are re- 
ceding, wages are being still further reduced, and 
the capital necessary to the advantageous carry - 
ing on of the operations involved in the manufacture 
of iron, is being irrecoverably lost; while the suffer- 
ings of those usually employed at the iron works, 
and in manufacturing the article into chains, 
nails, traces, &e., &e., are, from want of employ, on 
the increase. — Worcester Chronicle. 

Bank Srorvpaces.-—Messrs Clarke, Mitchell, Phi- 
lips, and Smith’s Bank, Leicester, suspended pay- 
ment on Saturday week, to the great consternation 
of the county, and the surprise of all but the ini- 
tiated, who were in the secret of the true condition 
of the establishment. ‘The liabilities of the bank 
are large—not less than from £400,000 to 4600, 000. 


in the 


302 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


It is said that they will eventually meet all demands 
in full, and there is even some of their resuming 
business. Inkersole and Goddard’s bank, at Market 
Harborougi® has since stopped payment; and fail- 
ures are talked of in Northamptonshire and War- 
wickshire. 


IMPROVEMENT IN SHIPPING,—It is only a short time 
since our docks had an unusual number of vessels at 
whose mast heads a broom was fixed, denoting them 
on sale; but within the last week this sign of de- 
pressed times has so rapidly decreased that there are 
now scarcely a dozen vessels advertised for sale, the 
others having been n chartered or sold. 
From this we may 2 


te a speedy increase in 
the demand for export goods. Liverpool Standard. 


RMARK ABL Case or CoxscikNcE.— The Suffolk 
Herald publishes the following:“ Our readers may 
frequently have seen advertisements in the daily 
papers acknowledging, on the part of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, certain payments made by anony- 
mous persons, who, having defrauded the revenue, 
make this restitution, and it is called ‘ conscience 
money.’ A remarkable instance of this kind has 
come to us from a most credible source. An indi- 
vidual wrote a letter to the Exchequer office, saying 
that although he had returned his income tax cor- 
rectly on his ostensible business, yet that he was 
extensively engaged in smuggling, and as his returns 
from that source were very great, he had it on his 
conscience not to have made any return of that, and 
he therefore enclosed, as the amount of three years’ 
tax, 14,000/.! Every effort has been made to dis- 
cover the conscientious contrabandist, but hitherto 
without effect. The fact may be relied on.” 


Discovery or A CavERN IN GRITSTONE QuaRRY. 
Last week, while some men were at work in the 
uarry of A. H. Heathcote, Esq., at Stonecliff Firs, 
Darley Dale, they discovered the mouth of a cave, 
which, on being entered, proved to be one of the 
most wonderful discoveries ever made in a quarry of 
that sort, and satisfied every inquirer of the great 
abundance of the stone of which it is formed. The 
cavern is easy of access, being entered by three 
different landings, and extends to the depth of 81 
feet. The bottom is of the same valuable stone of 
which the sides are composed, in rocks of the greatest 
size. On one side is a rock 60 feet in length, 35 feet 
high, and of a breadth we could not ascertain. The 
whole quarry is esteemed by all that have seen it to 
be one of the most wonderful productions o! nature 
for largeness of blocks, superiority of quality, the 
colour of the stone, and its extraordinary durability 
against all kinds of weather. It bids fair to stand 
superior to all other gritstone in the kingdom, and 
also to be productive of much employment for the 
working class of this part of the country. Mr J. 
Vickers, jun., Darley Dale, is in possession of some 
samples brought from the bottom of the cavern, which 
prove that there is not the slightest difference in the 
uality and texture of the stone, which extends 
ughout a compass of at least 20 acres !—Derby 


Reporter. 


Four Men Drownev.—On Saturday, about noon, 
most of the Oystermouth boats employed in the 
oyster fishery put off to sea, the wind at the time 

wing rather fresh, and among others the Sarah 
and Rachel, with her crew, namely, David John, 
master, Thomas Davies, Noah Jones, and John Evans. 
They had scarcely left their moorings half an hour, 
when the alarm was given by the coast-guard men 
at the look-out station, that a boat had been upset in 
the Mixen pool by a squall of wind, and the crew 
lost. Instantly three or four Neath pilots put out to 
sea to render all the assistance in their power. Some 
time necessarily ¢lapsed ere they reached the spot; 
and when they did reach it, after much exertion, 
owing to the violence of the wind, which by this 
time had risen to a high gale, they only saw the 
boat and a few spars—the unfortunate crew had dis- 
appeared. At length the Neath pilots succeeded in 
fastening the Sarah and Rachel to their own boat, 
and in towing her to the Mumble Roads. Their 
bodies have not yet been found, that part of the 
channel where they went down being unusually 
deep. It is said that the accident may, to a certain 
extent, be attributed to the want of caution exhi- 
bited by the captain (David John) and his crew, in 
carrying too much canvass. The other boats had 
their sails double-reefed, whilst his sails were fully 
expanded.— Welshman. ) 


Suockine Occurrence.—A labouring man, named 
Isaac Litten, belonging to the parish of Eisey, with 
his wife and four children, having been ejected from 
their cottage, were sheltering on the night of Friday, 
the 21st instant, in a miserable hut which they had 
constructed of hurdles and straw covered with a 
＋ of cotton atchwork, in Golden Rose-lane, in 
above parish, when about half. past ten o'clock, 

the fire not being properly extinguished, the place 
ignited. Litton and his wife escaped unhurt, leav- 
ing three of the children, aged respectively, five, 
seven, and ten years, in the flames, without making 
any attempt to rescue them. Before any assistance 
arrived the 
examining the ground where the fire took place some 
was discovered. This excited suspicion, and 

on examination of the bodies, the skull of one of them 
was found to be fractured. This added to the 
suspicious nature of the circumstances, and the father 
was immediately apprehended. About nine months 
ago a child belonging to the same person was found 
drowned in a ditch near the same place ; suspicion 
at that time fell on the parents. The ciicumstance 
caused great excitement in the * oe eer On 
Tuesday, a — inquest was held, and, after a 


the following verdict was 
returned: That Litten wilfully set his tent 


- — 


reh ildren were burnt to death. On 


children.” The verdict was received with great 
satisfaction by the surrounding inhabitants, many of 
whom were waiting to hear the decision. 


Destruction py Licutnrnc.—Tuesday last, about 
two o’clock, one of the most terrific hail storms, ab- 
companied with thunder and lightning, ever remem- 
bered, came on at Exton, in Rutland. The electric 
fluid has struck the old handsome church, and de- 
stroyed the spire for several yards downwards. The 
shock was awful at the moment the church was 
struck. Large stones have been carried a consider- 
able distance. The roof is completely open to the 
sky, the windows are most of them shattered to 
ieces. The organ loft and the pews underneath 
ave suffered severely from the melted lead running 
down. 


Dreaprvut Murvers at SuNDERLAND BY A Ma- 
NAC. On Tuesday morning intense excitement was 
caused in Sunderland by a report that two murders 
had been committed during the night by a perscn 
who had escaped from a lunatic asylum near Gates- 
head. Thé report, on inquiry, proved too true. It 
appears that William Ferry, a man who has been 
confined in a lunatic asylum during the last two 
years, contrived to make his escape on the previous 
Saturday, and, to elude the vigilance of his keepers, 
he kept out of the way by going round the country. 
On arriving at his house in Monkwearmouth, he 
yound that the keepers had arrived before him, and 
to escape them he concealed himself in a boat, which 
was lying near the house, and adjoining the harbour. 
After the keepers had gone, he went home, and re- 
mained there with his family until the perpetration 
of the deed, which took place during one of his 
frantic fits of madness, shortly after midnight. The 
alarm was first given by a boy, who lived in a part 
of the house, running into the street and shouting 
that Ferry was murdering his daughter; but before 
any person could reach his room the wretched ma- 
niac had sacrificed his unhappy wife and daughter. 
He killed the latter by beating her over the head in 
a horrible manner with a wooden vessel called a 
skeel, used for carrying water, and he next killed his 
wife by beating her with a poker, and bruising her 
in such a manner as no person but a maniac could 
have done. He was soon taken into custody to await 
the result of the coroner’s inquest. In the evening, 
at six o'clock, an inquest was held before J. M. Fa- 
vell, Esq., coroner. The principal witness against 
the father was a little boy, a son of the murderer, 
only about five years of age, who providentially es- 
caped the bloody hands of his parent, and witnessed 
the horrible deaths of his mother and sister. The 
jury, atter hearing the whole of the evidence, re- 
turned a verdict of“ Wilful murder against William 
Ferry.“ He was brought before the magistrates on 
Wednesday last, and committed to take his trial at 
the next Durham assizes. 


— —— 


Miscellaneous. 


Tun Late Dux or Sussxx.— The friends of the 
late Duke of Sussex, invited to attend the funeral 
on Thursday next, will follow in their own carriages ; 
and no other private carriages wil! be allowed in the 
mournful procession. The mortal remains of the 
illustrious prince will be deposited in the catacombs 
ofthe general cemetery at Kensal green, until a mau- 
soleum can be erected for their reception. The pro- 
cession is to start shortly after eight, a.m. he 
ceremony of lying in state will take place on Wednes- 
day between ten a.m. and four p.m. ; all persons 
in decent mourning will be admitted. Prince 
Albert will, it is said, attend the funeral of the Duke 
of Sussex. 

A report of the results of the post mortem exami- 
nation of the Duke of Sussex has been published. 
The large vessels in the neighbourhood of the heart 
were ossified, and the liver was much diseased. 


There was little evidence of disease in other parts of 
the body. 


The council of the League have decided upon 
holding a conference of deputies of the League, mi- 
nisters of religion, and friends of free trade from all 
parts of the kingdom, in London, on Tuesday, the 
9th of May, that being the day fixed upon by Mr 
Villiers for bringing before parliament the question 


of the total and immediate repeal of the corn laws.— 
Circular. 


contains the following announcement: — We under- 
stand that Sir John Fitzgerald, at present residing at 
Toonagh, in this county, has been appointed to the 
distinguished situation of governor of the presidency 
of Bombay. We believe the gallant officer has seen 
much service in India, and the appointment may be, 
therefore, looked upon as judicious on the part of 
the ministry. 

Larxen or HER Magsesty’s Stream Yacut THE 
Vicroria anp ALBert.—On Wednesday her Ma- 
jesty’s splendid steam-yacht the Victoria and Albert 
was launched from the royal dockyard at Pembroke, 
and a more interesting event has not taken place in 
this part of the country for many years. ‘Thousands 
of people assembled to witness the ceremony, which 
was displayed with unusual splendour. 

Tur Tunoxn or Invianp.—It is very doubtful 
whether Sir Augustus d'Este is not the next lawful 
heir to the throne of Ireland after the descendants 
of the late Duke of Kent and the present King of 
Hanover, and to the throne of Hanover after the 
present royal family. Mr O'Connell, whose opinion 
as an Irish lawyer is entitled to great respect, has 
— it as his opinion that Sir Augustus d' Este is 

egitimate in Ireland, the Royal Marriage act having 
never received the assent of the Irish parliament, and 


oF camp on fire, thereby causing the death of his three 


New Governor or Bompay.—The Clare Journal 


» 


JUDGMENT ON THE CHARTISTS RECENTLY TRIED Ar 
LaNncasTER.—Feargus O' Conner, the Rev. W. Hill, 
and all the rest of the chartists tried at the Lancas- 
ter assizes, have been served with notices to appear 
aut the Queen’s Bench next Thursday, to receive the 
judgment of the court. 


Tur Comet.—The following is an extract of a letter 
from Pernambuco, in Brazil, dated the 6th of March: 
—‘*T will inform you of something that has astonished 
everybody here. On the Ist inst. a comet (not men- 
tioned in any almanac) was visible here at about 
half-past six p.m.; on the 2d it was plainer, and last 
night (the 5th March) it was as distinct as possible. 
It has a most enormous tail, and is said to be the 
largest on record, as it is very low, and very much to 
the westward. I do not think it is visible yet with 
you, but no doubt will be so on receipt of the pre- 
sent. The people here say itis the precursor of some 
dreadful event. The heat is most intense; but this 
is the proper season for it. Should it continue after 
the end of this month, I shall think it may be 
attributed to the comet. Some very knowing people 
say the world is to be destroyed on the 23d April 
next. Let me know what the scientific men write 
regarding its appearance without their having fore- 
seen it.“ 


AkRIAL Trip.—The Atlas gives an account of an 
experiment with the aerial steam carriage, by Pro- 
fesser Geolls, near Glasgow. He ascended admirably, 
as he says, with the speed of lightening, and at- 
tained an altitude of three miles, and was going at 
fifty-two leagues an hour: he descended to a mile 
me | a half, passing over Ayrshire, when the fanners 
stopped, and, forgetting in his exertions to remove 
the weights from the safety valve of the engine, the 
pipes burst and shattered a bamboo stretcher. He 
came down with fearful rapidity, and was taken up 
insensible by a boat from a steamer. The machine 
was lost. 55 whole story has very much the air 
of—fudge ! 

PROSPECTS OF ANOTHER ELECTION.—A report is 
extensively circulated in the town, that Captain 
Gladstone, M.P. for this borough (Ipswich), has been 
appointed to an official situation under the present 
ministry, which will render it necessary that he 
should vacate his seat, and come again before his 
constituents. We cannot trace the rumour to an 
authentic source, but the report itself is widely 
credited.—Suffolk Chronicle. 


TAKING THE VIII. Two young ladies, Miss Cud- 
don and Miss Baxter, the latter the daughter of a 
entleman residing at Bungay, ‘took the veil” on 
Vednesday, at the convent of the Sisters of Mercy, 
in Bermondsey. The former took the name of Sister 
Mary Theresa, and the latter that of Sister Mary. 
A great number of catholic clergy and others were 
present on the occasion. 


Mr Bruneu.—lIt is with deep regret we have to 
state that the valuable life of this talented engineer 
has been placed in jeoardy by an accident arising 
out of an amiable wish to amuse the children of a 
friend. The father and Mr Brunel pretended, by a 
sleight of hand, to pass money from the mouth to the 
ear, and vice versa ; when Mr Brunel, placing a half- 
sovereign in his mouth, it 5 slipped into 
the throat, where it stuck, and every effort to remove 
it proving ineffectual, Sir B. Brodie has been called 
in, and an operation, by making an incision in the 
thorax, determined upon to be performed yesterday ; 
the result has not, to the great regret. of his numerous 
friends in this city, been received when we went to 
press.— Bristol Gazette. [From later accounts it ap- 
pears that Mr Brunel is slowly recovering. ] 


Rattway Terrors.—According to the accounts 
contained in the French journals, the working of the 
Parisland Versailles railway for the past year shows a 
decrease of £5,843, in consequence of the fear occa- 
sioned by the late accident. ‘Lhe diminution in the 
month of May, about the period when the catastrophe 
occurred, was one-third of the whole amount, being 
£2,000. However, as the year proceeded confidence 
revived, and the last three months exhibited an in- 
crease compared with the same period in 1841. The 
expenses have been reduced trom £39,474 to £31,133, 
leaving a balance, after the payment of interest on 
the general accounts of the company, of £2,000 ; £562 
of which is to be applied to meet the deficit of the 
preceding year, while the remainder is to be carried 
to the reserved fund. 


Signs or TRE Times.—At a sale which took place 
the other day in Tradeston of the household furni- 
ture, horse, cart, &c., of 4 carter, the horse (we are 
told rather a working animal) sold for 4s. 8d. ; the 
cart, wheels, and axles, for 8s.; and the household 
furniture for 6s. 6d.—making a total of 19s. 2d. The 
expenses of the sale were not less than 3/., and the 

referable taxes payable by the landlord, 1/. 14s. As 
at would say, here is the actual gain of a loss of 
3/. 15s.—Glasgow Constitutional. 


James Wy Liz, TUR Dravouts Prayer.—tThis ex- 
traordinary youth, who may be said to be the Na- 
poleon of the draughts board, in the course of his 
peregrinations, alighted in this place last week, and 
was not long in drawing around him all the aspi- 
rants to skill at the game in the burgh. Despite, 
however, all efforts, none could gain a march upon 
him; he was found to be alone and unapproachable. 
Wylie unites the capacity of pedlar with his celebrity 
as a draughts player, and is thereby enabled, while 
going across the country, to exercise his wonderful 
gift. He is a diffident, unpretending lad, and would 
be the last person in the world to be taken for what 
he is. His striking simplicity of character affords 
the more striking contrast to his shrewdness at the 
board. We believe he is engaged to play, in a short 
time, a great match at Glasgow, for £200 a side, 
with Mr Anderson of Carluke, who is his only rival 


| there is every reason to believe that he is equally so 
in Hanover.— Liverpool Times. 


in Scotland.— Kelso Chronicle. 
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The 1 educate 18,538 day scholars in 
d and Wales, and 374,611 Sunday scholars. 
e Society for Improving the Condition of the 
Insane has offered a premium of twenty guineas to 
the author of the best essay on the following subject : 
viz.— What is the distinction between crime and 
insanity ?”’ 


Why may Graham be called the greatest turncoat | 


in the kingdom ? 2 

2 — of the North and East Ridings of 
Yorkshire are turning their attention to the culti- 
vation of flax, and some experienced men (well- 
grounded in the growing of flax) from. Belgium are 
engaged for that urpose.— Durham Advertiser. 

e Duke of Wellington intends paying a visit to 
Scotland during the present season. 

The Excise are following up their convictions of 
chemists and druggists for selling spirits of wine 
without a license. 

More Mowyomanta.—Some patriotic individual, 
name unknown) sent £100 on Friday to Sir R. 
Peel, to be applied in the reduction of the national 
debt, on the principle, as the adage is, that every 
little helps. 

Nine nuns (Sceurs de St. Vincent de Paul) have 
sailed from Toulon for the Sandwich Islands, to in- 
struct the children of the natives. 

Tuesday's Gazette announced that the Queen has 
appointed the Marquis of Bute to be high commis- 
sioner to the General Assembly of the church of 
Scotland. 

Friday night’s Gazette contains a notice that the 
Master of the Mint is prepared to change old sove- 
reign and half sovereign weights for new, without 
charge to persons effecting the exchange. 


~ MARRIAGES, 

April 26, at the Baptist chapel, Goodshaw, by the Rev. Abra- 
ham Nichols, Mr Joux FI®LDING, schoolmaster, Paradise row, 
Hallfold, near Rochdale, to MARGARET, youngest daughter of the 
late venerable and Rev. Robert Hrywortn, baptist minister, 
Cloughfold, Rossendale. 

April 25, at the Baptist chapel, Cirencester, by the Rev. Mr 
Darking, Joun, third son of the late Joseph Mountain, Esq., 
solicitor, to Estuer, third daughter of Mr Richard Pater, 
schoolmaster, both of Cirencester. 

April 25, at Harvey Lane chapel, Leicester, Mr Joun BaRspy, 
to Janr, second daughter of Mr John Bomsrorr, of Albion hill, 
Leicester. 

April 25, at Southampton, by the Rev. John Langley, Lieute- 
nant C. C. JOHNSON, Madras engineers, to LETITIA MARGARET, 
second daughter; aleo, C. A. Day, Esq., eldest son of C. Day, 
Esq., Bevoir hill, Southampton, to CAROLINE ANN, third daugh- 
ter; also, Lieutenant JoHN CAMERON, royal engineers, to Ma- 
TILDA SUSANNA, fourth daughter of the late John Douglas 
WHiTE, Esq., chief member of the Medical Board at Madras. 

April 27, in Tuthill Stairs chapel, Newcastle, by the Rev. R. 
Peugilly, Mr WILLIAM ANGUS, surgeon, Windmill hills, Gates- 
head, to Mary ANN, only daughter of Mr William Towanp, en- 
gineer, Ouseburn. Newcastle, 

April 27, at Bedford Street chapel, Strond, by the Rev. H. F. 
Burder, D.D., ALFRED HarvcasTLe Burner, Esq., of Hinning- 
— wig to SARAH CORBRTT, daughter of the Rev. John Bur- 

er, M.A, 

April 29, at the Independent chapel, Petersfield, Hants, by the 
Rev. John Moreland, Mr THomMas WELCH, to Maul BECKEN- 
HAM, both of the same place. 


DEATHS. 

April 23, at Willersley castle, Derbyshire, aged 87 years, 
RICHARD ARKWRIGHT, Esq., the richest commoner in Europe. 

April 28, in the 49th year of his age, at his house in Duncan 
terrace, City road, Islington, the Rev. WILLIAM THOMPSON, M. A., 
minister of St Barnabas church, King square, Goswell street 
road, London. 

April 29, at his residence in Ashbourne, Derbyshire, the Rev. 
ALEXANDER Start, for nearly fifty years a faithful minister of 
Christ in the late Countess of Huntingdon’s connexion, twenty 
years of which he was the stated minister of Sion chapel, Ash- 

urne. 


Trade and Commerce. 


LONDON GAZETTE. 
Friday, April 28. 


BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED. 
MARRIOTT, CHARLES JOAD, Leamington Priors, grocer, 
BANKRUPTS. : 

BRoMLeY, NATHANIEL, Little Bentley, Essex, maltster, May 
16, June 10: solicitor, Mr Mawe, Bridge street, Blackfriars. 

Carter, WILtIAM, Burford, Shropshire, cattle salesman, May 
8, June 8: solicitors, Messrs Price and Edwards, Tenbury, 
Worcestershire, and Mr Cullis, Birmingham, 

COLLINGS, EDMUND, Southampton, perfumer, May 10, June 9: 
solicitor, Mr Neal, Tokenhouse yard, London. 

CruUSSELL, BENJAMIN, Croydon, glass dealer, May 8, June 9: 
solicitors, Messrs Russell and Co., Southwark. 

FLETCHER, JOHN, Evesham, Worcestershire, plumber, May 10, 
June 2: solicitors, Messrs Colmore and Beale, Birmingham. 

GaFTon, WILLIAM, Farringdon street, pawnbroker, May d, 
June 9: solicitors, Messrs — and Dobree, Hart street, 
Bloomsbury. 

HAMMOND, Gu ORdk, sen., Havant, Hampshire, brewer, May 8, 
June 9: solicitors, Messrs Staniland and Long, Bouverie street. 

Hussey, WILLIAu, Nether Knutsford, Cheshire, baker, May 
16, June 2: solicitors, Mr Cole, Adelphi terrace, London, and 
Messers Roscoe, Knutsford. 

JACKSON, MICHAEL, St Andrew Auckland, Durham, miller, 
May 22, June 16: solicitors, Mr Griffith, Raymond buildings, 
and Mr Trotter, Bishop Auckland. 

Mosrs, WILLIAM, Ripon, innkeeper, May 9, 23: solicitor, Mr 
Blackburn, Leeds. 

Pranson, Henry, York, attorney-at-law, May 10: solicitors, 
Mr Brooke, Featherstone buildings, London, Mr Hodgson, York, 
and Mr Bond, Leeds. 

Prime, Jesse, Keele, Staffordshire, maltster, May 10, June 16: 
solicitor, Mr Jones, Neweastle-under-Lyme. ; 

ReyNo.ps, Jonx, London road, draper, May5, June 9: solici- 
tors, Messrs Sole, Alde:rmanbury. 

SHUOWELL, Joux, WHITHOLUSE, Birmingham, bookseller, May 
6, June 10: solicitor, Mr James, Birmingham. 

Townsenn, WILIA Dutton, Little Russell street, Covent 
garden, pawnbroker, May 9, June 8: solicitor, Mr Asprey, Fur- 
nival’s inn. 

Terra, Nicnolas, Liverpool, poulterer, — 13, June 12 so- 
lieitors, Messrs Cuvelje and Co., Southampton buildings, London, 
and Mr Thompson, Liverpool. 

SCOTCH SEQUBSTRATIONS. 

ALEXANDER, A., Dunfermline, ironmonger, May 5, 26. 

: — II., Bonhill, Dumbartonshire, quarrier, May 1. 
une 1. 

STRACHAN, J., Edinburgh, lately an agent, May 2, 23. 

Sourrak, J., Peterhead, timber merchant, May 4, 29. 

WaLker, R. B., Glasgow, hosier, May 3, 24. 

Wier, J., Cambusnethan, Lanarkshire, cider manufacturer, 
May 3, 31. 

Tuesday, May 2. 
The following building is certified as a place duly registered 


fer sclgmnicing marriages, pursuant to the 6th and 7th William 
.. cap. 85 :— 

The Baptist chapel, Basford, Nottinghams ir B. B. 
Spencer, superintendent registrar. 


BANKRUPTS. | 

ALLAN, Joux, a a Surrey, brewer, May 9, June 2: 
solicitors, Messrs Pollock and Co., Great George street, West- 
minster, 

BATEMAN, SAMUEL, Birmingham, factor, May 12, June 21: 
solicitors, Messrs Whately, Birmingham. 

BUNYARD, CHARLES, Nelson place, Old Kent road, Surrey, 
grocer, May 12, June 14; solicitor, Mr Kempster, Kennington 
cross. 

Crow, Joun, Fulham, Middlesex, victualer, May 9, June 2: 
solicitors, Messis Pollock and Co., Great George street, West- 
minster. 

GRIFFITHS, RopgRT, Nine elms, and 12, Belmont place, Vaux- 
hall, Surrey, coal merchant, May 9, June 9: solicitors, Messrs 
Stevens and Co., 6, Queen street, Cheapside. 

HARRINGTON, WILLIAM, 33, High street, Aldgate, City, May 
12, linen draper, June 14: solicitors, Messrs R. and W. Alder- 
shaw, Tokenhouse yard: and Mr Craig, Braintree, Essex. 

HoLLoway, ADAM, Basingstoke — Stratfield Turgis, Hamp- 
shire, draper, May 9, June 9: solicitor, MrGeorge Smith, Golden 
square, London. 

NICHOLS, JOHN and Francis WILLIAM, Blandford Forum 
and Dorchester, carriers, May i0, June 9: solicitor, Mr Brookes, 
Great James street, Bedford row, London. 

NICHOLSON, CHARLES MILNS, New Corn Exchange, May 9, 
June 2: solicitor, Mr Randall, Welbeck street, Cavendish 
square, 

Wutrr, Gustavus, Liverpool, banker, May 15, June 13: soli- 
citors, Mr R. Easterby, Preston; Mr James Archer, Liverpool ; 
Mr William Sharp, II, Staple inn, London. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS, 
M‘DoNALD, RONALD, Lismore, lime merchant, and Glasgow, 
general agent, May 6 and 27. 
Kerr, Joux, Dundee, engineer, May 10 and 31. 
Youna, JAMEs, St Andrews, coal merchant, May 10 and 31. 


——— 


BRITISH FUNDS. 

The transactions in the money market have been few, but they 
are of a nature to confirm in some degree the statements that 
have been for some time very prevalent, of its being the desire of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to carry out a plan for the conv rs 
sion of the three-and-a-half per cents ſi. to a3 per cent. annuity, 
thus assimilating nearly nine-tenths of the funded debt. 


Med. ;Thur., Fri. | Sat. Mon. , Tues. 
! 

3 percent. Consols 96 | 963 | 964, 961 — 964 
Ditto for Account. | 964 963 | 560 9963 — 96 
3 percents Reduced 954 | — 95) 
34 per cts. Reduced 1013 | 101g 101} 101 — | 101 

ew 34 per cent... 102% | 1024 1021 1023! — | 102 
Long Annuities .. | 124 | 124) 123) 12 — 12 
Bank Stock. . 180 | 179 | 179 17 — 179 
India Stock ....../ 968 867 266 367 — | — 
Exchequer Bills. 60pm 67pm| 69 pm — | 66pm 
India Bonds — TIpm 75pm 77pm — — 

FOREIGN FUNDS, 

AUStrian ccccececcecess — @ Mexican ......200.0: 
„ | 1 2 20 
ina ... 785 § Portuguese 5 per cents 70 
Buenos Ayr ess Ditto 3 per cents 
Columbian ..00..scsess) SB eee. .. . Ile 
D „ . SO} J Spanish Active ......| 2 
Dutch 24 per ceuts ....| 567 J Ditto Passive 5 
Ditto ö per cents 1004 / Ditto Deferred ......: 13 


— ew — —— 


RAILWAY SHARES. 
Birmingham and Derby | 394g London and Brighton. 35 
Birmingham & Gloucester 1 London & Croydon Trunk i 
4 


R London and Greenwich 

Bristol and Exeter 59 | Ditto New %........... — 
Cheltenham & Gt. Western 29 | Manche ter & Birm 22 
Eastern Counties 10 | Manchester and Leeds 83 


Edinburgh and Glasgow — § Midland Counties. 65 
Great North of England.. 60 Ditto Quartet Shares. — 


Great Western 91 North Midland ,....... 68 
. . cake is bs Diete Ne 33 
o Seén on aue 174] South Eastern and Dover, 28 
London and Birmingham 208 South Western 651 
Ditto Quarter Shares. 52 § Ditto New ............ * 


MARKETS. 


GRAIN, Mank LANE, May 1. 

The show of wheat was moderate this morning, and the sam- 
ples being mostly in good condition, a fair clearance was made 
at about the currency of Monday last. 

Barley excited little attention, and previous terms were with 
difficulty obtained. 

Beans of fine quality were in slightly improved request, and 
realised quite as much money as last week. In the price of 
peas no change took place. 

Oata found purchasers at about former rates. 


4. 1. . 5. 
Wheat, Red New .. 5 to 46 Malt, Ordinary .. 42 to 52 


. . 48 . 51. . 58 
0 40 48 | Peas, Hog........ 26 .. 28 
. 48 . . 52 D 29... dl 

VV 33 .. 36 n 9 
Barley 24. 28 | Beans, Ticks 24 . 28 
Malting......... 28 to 34 
* 5. DUTY ON FOREIGN CORN, 
Beans, Pigeon .... 29 to 31 | Wheat 20s. Od, 
Harrow „ BD | Barley wccccccvccse oe 
Oats, Feed PFC 
e 20 .. 21 | Rye e sree ne 11 6 
SS EERE Soe ee BO ²˙ U > a 
D S i a: 


WEEKLY AVERAGE FOR AGGREGATE AVERAGE OF THE 


APRIL 28. SIX WEEKS. 
Wheat ..sccccceens s. 7d. „„ 46s. Sd 
Barley 26 5 hh 28 5 
C JJ 1 
W311 f ˙ ² 28 9 
—A re 25 11 — eae 3 
V N 5 U 28 0 
SEEDS. 


The cloverseed season is now quite over, and quotations cannot 
any longer be given with correctness. In other descriptions of 
seeds there was little passing. 


Linseed per qr Clover per cut 
English, sowing 55s. to English, red.... —s. to — 
Baltic, ditto .... — .. — Ditto, white.... — .. — 
Ditto,erushing.. 42 .. 48 Flemish, red .,. — .. — 
Medit. & Odessa 45 .. 46 Ditto, white.... — .. — 

Hempseed, small. 35 .. 38 New Hamb., red — .. — 
25 — 8 46 .. 48 Ditto, White. 

Canary, new ...... (4 .. 65 Old Hamb.,red — .. — 
piss sci J 

Carraway, old.. = | French, rede. — 
V 42 .. 44 ¥ Ditto, white. — — 

egrass, English 30 .. 42 Joriander ........ 10 16 
iy" ade ME ee 

Mustard per bushel! Rapeseed per ton 
Brown, new.... 9 .. Il | Eng ish, new . 32. to 371 
We ch cc cenede 9 .. 106 Linseed cakes 

n 18 .. 21 English.. 92. 10s. to 101. Os. 
TW ͤ 1 Foreign... . 51, 108. to 6/. Os, 

Tares, new 3... 4 | Rapeseed cakes 51.5. todl. Ws, 


PROVISIONS, Lobos, May 1. 

The business transacted in the provision market presented 
little variety. Of Irish butter the sales were few, and at irregu- 
lar prices. Foreign moved off steadily: Friesland at 98s.; Kiel, 
&xs. to 91s.; Holland, 84s. to 88s. per ent. Singed sides of bacon 
have been in less demand, and the sales trifling; the prices are 
as last quoted. Bale and tierce middies have not varied in de- 
mand or value. Lard in fair request; no change in price. Hams 
in steady demand at 46s. to 56s., according to size and quality. 


HOPS, Boroven, Monday, May 1. 

The demand for hops has at last improved, and the quotations 
have been at a rise of Is. to 2s. per ewt, and firm ualities 
of last year’s growth are not at at in plentiful ag ag’ 6 he ac- 

to the 


connts from the plantations allude to injury done bines b 
flea. The duty has not been laid. 2 e 


BUTCHER'S MEAT, Smirurieiy, Monday, May |. 
The market still continues very dull, and the supplies, although 
not large, are more than equal to the demand. 

Price per stone of Sibs. (sinking the offal). 
e Zs. 6d. to . 10d. Vel. Be. 6d. to de. 6d. 
„„. „ Bo cD S  Peccc. „ 

Lamb........ 48. 8d. to 68. Od. 
Hub oF Carruw at SMITHFIELD. 


Beasts. Sheep. Calves. Pige 
Friday S08 ...... Sf rrr BOD cscs 
Monday 2.90444 323.690 ...... 9989 „ OW 


Nxwoarr and LRADENHALL Manaurs, Monday, May 1. 


Per Slbs. by the carcase. 
Inferior Beef 2s. 6d. to 2s. 10d. Inf. Mutton 28. 4. to 28. 10d. 
Middling do 2 10. 3 0 | Mid, ditto t 
Prime large 3 .. 3 2 Prime ditto 8 
Prime small 3 4 ..3 6 | Veal 
Large ork 3 0 .. 3 6 Small Pork 
Lamb........ 58. Od. to 68. Od. 


POTATOES, Boroven, Monday, May 1. 

The supply 1 * the past week has been more limited, 
amounting only to 1765 tous: viz., from Yorkshire, 650 tons; 
Scotland, 660; Devons, 165; Kent and Essex, 135; Guernsey, 
110; Wisbeach, 45. 


— — 
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. 
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York reds .. 708. to 80s. | Kent, whites .... 45s, to 588. 

Scotch ditto ...... 40 . . 60 | Guernsey ditto., 45 . 55 

Devons ...cseeess 50 65 Wiabech ........ 45 .. © 
CUTTON, 


The trade have operated only to a moderate extent this week, 
and the market on the whole has been flat. American is d. per 
Ib. lower. Brasils and Egyptians are heavy. Surats are gd. per 
lb. lower. Sea Islands are without change; 1500 bales are an- 
nounced for auction on Friday next. The sales of the weck have 
comprised 26, 70 bales. 

WOOL. 

We have not any alteration to report in the wool market this 
week. Sales have been moderately extensive, and prices are 
firm at late quotations. | 


HAY, SmtrurFiscp, April 29.— At per load of 36 trusses. 
Coarse Meadow 60s. to 75s. | NewCloverHay 802, to 110s. 
New ditto — — {Old ditto — eo — 
Useful old ditto 80 .. & [OatStraw 48 .. 50 
Fine Upland do 86 . 90 [Wheat Straw do ., 52 


COAL EXCHANGE, May }. 
Hetton’s, 208. 6d.; Lambton's, 90 Ad.; Stewart's, 208. 6d. 
Hartlepool, 20s. 6d. Ships arrived this week, 119. 


GROCERIES, Tugspay, May . 

Tea —Several parcels that were bought in at the sale have 
been sold. Ordinary Twankay is selling at 16. 2d. per lb, for 
cash, and common Congou at ls 2d. per lb. for cash, 

Correr.—2&9 bales Mocha were offered for public competi- 
tion, but only partly sold at a decline of 28, per ewt.; good yel- 
low sold at Gs. percwt. The market is very flat. 

SuGAR.—Tnhere was more business doing in British plantation, 
and prices must be quoted at 6d. to Is. lower than last week. 
The refined market is gain lower, and not much business doing: 
but standard lumps are 74s. 6d. to 75s. 6d., and best bonded 
crushed are offering at 26a. Od. per cwt. 

TALLow.—St Petersburg yellow candle is 43s. to 438 3d. on 
the spot; aud new, for the last three months, is offered at 43s 6d 
per cwt. 


— — 


Advertisements. 


FACTORY EDUCATION BILL. 
A T a PUBLIC MEETING of the INHABI- 
TANTS of HULL, being Friends of Civil and Religious 

Liberty, and opposed to the Educational Clauses of the Factory 

Bill now before Parliament, held in Hope Street Chapel, ou 

Thursday Evening, 18 27th, 1843, 

sir WILLIAM LOWTUROP in the Chair, 

the following Resolutions were adopted :— 

Moved by the Rev. Wm M'Conkey, Independent Methodist; 

seconded by Epwakp Squire, Exq., Independent— 

1. That this Meeting is desirous that the children of the poor 
shall have imparted to them, by week-day and Sabbath schools, 
a good secular and scriptural education, on such principles as ac- 
cord with civil and religious liberty. 

Moved by the Rev. Joux ALLEN, Independent; seconded by 

Mi Alderman GingsHamM, Baptist— 

2. That this Meeting regrets to find in the Factory Education 
vill, now before Parliament, an unconstitutional attempt at arbi- 
trary taxation and compulsory education, and an unjust interfe- 
rence with existing week-day and Sabbath schools, which have 
conferred incalculable advantages on society at large. 

Moved by the Rev. Epwakp Hiaatnson, Unitarian; seconded 
by Mr Alderman CookMan, of the 1 Association— 
8. That to compel parents to send their children to particular 

schools, or deprive them of employment, would be an unwarrant- 

able attack on the liberties of the people. 

Moved by the Rev. Enengzer Morey, Independent; seconded 

by Mr George Greenwoud, Baptist 

4. That to use the taxes, levied from the whole community to 
support the poor, for teaching the Church Catechism aud church 
formularies, with any uovelties that may be grafted on them at 
the discretion of a clerical trustee, would be a gross violation of 
justice, as well as of civil and religious liberty, tending to enhance 
the power and wealth of one denomination at the expenre of all 
others. 

Moved by the Rev. R. Biusstuy, Independent; seconded by 

the Rev. JAMES S:nuge, lndependent— 

5. That to supersede the existing weekeday and Sabbath 
schools, supported by the voluntary contributions and exertions 
of benevolent individuals, by others maintained by an unjust ap- 
plication of the poor rates, and conducted on disputed and com- 
pulsory prineiples, would be to introduce discord and strife into 
the heart of society. 

Moved by the Rev. D. Titomprson, Baptist; seconded by the 

Rev. us Witte, Presbyterian— 

6. That this Meeting considers the preservation of the civil 
and religious liberties of our beloved country requires that the 
passing of the Educational Clauses in the Factory bill should be 
vigorously opposed by every constitutional means, 

Moved by the Rev. Tuo. Sraattem, Independent; seconded by 

the Rev. Tuo. Milte, Methodist New Connezion— 

7. That the Petition against the Factory Education bill now 
read be adopted, and presented to both Houses of Parliament. 

Moved by the Rev. OOO Lee, Unitarian ; seconded by 

WILLIAM GoRbOR, 9 M.D.— 

&. That the Petition to the House of Commons be forwarded 
for presentation to Sir John Hanmer; and that Sir Walter James, 
Lord Worsley, William Hutt, Fsq.,and Henry Broadley, Esq., 
be requested to support it. Aae 
Moved by the Rev. T. Pearson, Wesleyan Association, seconded 

by Mr W. W. Hype, Independent— 

9. That the Petition to the House of Lords be prepared, but 
not presented till the Bill shall be before that House, when it 
shall be forwarded for presentation tothe Marquis of Normanby, 
or in his absence to the Duke of Redford. 

Moved by Wii LiaM PAH, Eg, Independent; seconded by 

Mr WiLLIAM Sississon, Wesleyan Association=~ — 

10. That the Resolutions of this Meeting be ads ertised in the 

Patriot, Nonconformist, and the IA Advertuer and Hocking- : 


n WILLIAM LOWTHROP. 
„the Rev. Joun Moncey, Independent; seconded by 
maven 1 pln he West, of the Society of Friends— 
11. That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Sir William 
Lowthrop, for his able and impartial conduct in the chair. 


* 
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THE NONCONFPORMIST. 


RBokoUGH of MANCHESTER in the 
COUNTY of LANCASTER.—At a MEETING of the In- 
habitants of the Borough of Manchester, convened by the Mayor 
in compliance with a very — oe g | — requisi and 
holden at the Town hall, on Thursday the day of An 843. 
JAMES KERSHAW, Esq., an the Chair, 
It was moved by the Rev. Dr HaL.&y, seconded by the Rev. 
Jonx JaAMes TAYLOR, and resolved— 

That, in the opinion of this meeting, the scheme of education 
proposed by her Majesty’s government, in the bill “ for regulat- 
ing the employment of children and young persons in factories, 
and for the better education of children in factory districts,” 
ought not to receive the sanction of the British parliament—be- 
cause it is partial, invidious, and unjust in the selection of the 
persons whom it proposes to constitute the irresponsible mana- 
gers of the school because it is arbitrary and unconstitutional in 
cepriving the ratepayers of all control over the funds which they 
may be r 
because, 3 by the legislature, it will deprive parents of 
their undou right to select the teachers and the course of 
instruction, which they may believe to be the best for their chil- 
dren, and will exact from many of them a proportion of their 
children's wages greater than might be sufficient to procure 
equal, if not superior, advantages from other schools in their 
neighbourhood—because its provisions will be unnecessarily 
vexatious to employers, and often severely oppressive to chil- 
dren, by placing them under the absolute control of schoolmas- 
ters cal trustees, over whom their nts can have no influence 
or authority whatever—beeause it will enable the trustees, or 
even a — part of them, to deprive any of the children of the 
power of earning their livelihood by refusing their certificates, or 
expelling them from their schools ; thus inflicting upon them in 
a summary manner, and by an irresponsible act, a punishment 
more severe than is usually inflicted upon juvenile offenders 
when convicted of petty offences, or (in some cases) of more se- 
rious crimes—because it will injuriously affect many valuable 
schools which the benevolence of individuals, or of religious so- 
cieties, have already provided, and place them in the power of 
inspectors, who (with no good reason, so far as the bill requires) 
may refuse to certify that they are in an efficient state—because 
its regulations to be enforced on the Sunday will very greatly 
impede the voluntary efforts which are now making for the reli- 
gious instruction and training of the children of the factory dis- 
tricts, by numerots pious, active, and intelligent teachers of 
Sabbath schools—and, lastly, because it is opposed to the sacred 
cause of religious liberty, by giving preference to one denomina- 
tion of Christians to the disparagement of others—by depriving 
catholics, dissenters, and all other persons disconnected with the 
church of England, of all share in the education of the workin 
classes; and by 71 that every chairman of a board o 
trustees shall be a clergyman ; that every schoolmaster shall be 
approved by the ecclesiastical authority; and that the whole 
course of instruction (whatever may be the religious opinions of 
the persons who are taxed to support the school) shall be in ac- 

ce with the doctrine, formularies, and catechism, of the 

established church; or what the clerica) trustee for the time 
being may imagine to be the doctrine of that church. 

It was moved by the Rev. WILLIAM M‘Ksrnow., seconded by 
Mr Baooxs ; and resolyed— 

That, in accordance the former resolution, it becomes the 
duty ho’ _~ inhabitants of this bil to which will be especially 


the provisions of this bill) to petition the House of 
Commons to exclude from it the clauses which relate to the 
education of children employed in factories. 


It was moved 98828 Ha xwOO p, Esq,; seconded by the Rev. 
ANIBL HEARNE ; and resolved 
That the following be the petition, and that it be signed by 
2 Mayor and the other i itants of the borough of Man- 
chester -— | 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland, 
in Parliament Assembled. 


The humble petition of the inhabitants of the borough of Man- 
chester, in the county of Lancaster, convened in public meeting 
in the Town hall, in pursuance of a — 14 to the Mayor, 
on Thursday, the 27th day of April, 1843; the Worshipful the 
Mayor in the chair, 
SnowretH—That, in the opinion of your petitioners, the 

scheme of education 1 by her Majesty's government in 

the bill for regulating the — ment of children and 3 

persons in factories, and for the better education of chil- 

dren in factory districts, now before your honourable House, 
ought not to receive the sanction of the British parliament. 

ecause it is partial, invidious, and unjust, in the selection of 
the persons whom it proposes to, constitute the irresponsible 
managers of the schools. 

Because it is arbitrary and unconstitutional, in depriving the 
rate-payers of all control over the funds which they may be com- 
pelled to raise for the objects proposed by the bill. 

Because, if adopted by the legislature, it will deprive parents 
of their undoubted right to select the teachers, and the course 
of {nstruction which they may believe to be the best for their 
children, and exact from many of them a proportion of their 
children’s wages greater than might be sufficient to procure 
equal, if not superior, advantages from other schools in their 
neighbourhood. 

ause its provisions will be unnecessarily vexatious to 
employers, and often severely oppressive to children, by placing 
them under the absolute control of schoolmasters and trustees 
over whom their parents can have no influence or authority 
whatever. 

Because it will enable the trustees, or even a small part of 
them, to deprive any of the children of the power of earning 
their livelihood, by refusing their certificates, or expeliing them 
from the schools; thus inflicting upon them in a summary 
manner, and by an irresponsible act, a punishment more severe 
than is usually inflicted upon juvenile offenders when convicted 
of petty offences, or in some cases of more serious crimes, 

use it will injuriously affect many valuable schools, 
which the benevolence of individuals or of religious societies, 
have already provided, and place them in the power of in- 
spectors, who, with no good reason (so far as the bill requires), 
may refuse to certify that they are in an efficient state. 
ause its wh ge et to be enforced on the Suuday will very 
greatly impede the voluntary efforts which are now making for 
the religious instruction and training of the children of the 
factory districts, by numerous pious, active, and intelligent 
teachers of Suuday schools. 

And lastly, because it is opposed to the sacred cause of reli- 
gious liberty, by giving preference to one denomination of Chris- 
tians, to thedisparagement of others; by depriving catholics, 
dissenters, and all other persons disconnected with the church 
of England, of all share in the education of the working classes ; 
and by — — every — of a * of trustees shall 

a cle un, that every schoolmaster shall be approved of b 
the ecclesiastical authority, and that the whole course of —— 
tion (whatever may be the religious opinions of the persons who 
are taxed to support the school) ahall be in accordance with the 

— 1 1 3 of the established church, 

or what trustee, for me being, may imagine to 

8 — % pad * ee e . 

our pe era, therefore, earnestly pray your honourable 

House, that no such bill may be passed 1 law. 

And your peti will ever pray. 


It was 8 Ouonan Hapetecp, Eeq.; seconded by 
the Rev. J. Davis: and ved— 
That this petition be forwarded to Mark Philips, Esq., and 
Thomas Milner Gibson, Esq., with a request that it be read 
at length at the table of the Commons’ house of Parliament. 
It was moved by Mr W. SHUTTLEWORI ; seconded by the 
Rev. James GwyTuege ; and resolved— . 
That these resolutions be advertised in all the Manchester 
newspapers, in the London Times and Patriot, and in the 


-Vorthern Star. 
JAMES KERSHAW, Mayor. 
The Mayor having left the chair, it was taken by Mr Alderman 
Brooks, when 
It was moved by Mr Alderman Burp ; seconded by Janus 


Di_worta, Esq. ; and resolved— 
That the best thanks of this meeting be * to the Mayor 
e Cc * 


for his able and impartial conduct in 
JOHN BROOKS, Chairman. 


Just published, in 18mo., Se. cloth. 
UTLINES FOR THE’ PULPIT; or Sixty 
Short Illustrations of Select Texts for Evangelical Dis- 
courses, by the Rev. Anam Triomson, D. D,, of Coldstream, author 
of “ Consolations for Christian Mourners,” &c.; and Secretary to 
the Scottish Board for Bible Circulation. ; 
Published by WILLIAM OLIPHANT and Sons, r. 
HAMILTON, ADAMS, and Co., London; and W. Curry and Co. 
Dublin. 


This day is published, in one vol. 8vo, with Engravings, 


rice 6d., 
DROTHERAPIA ; or, me WATER CURE. 
Contents :—History of the Water Cure and of Vincent 
Priessnitz ; his Theory, Practice, Nu.; Properties and Dietetic 
use of Water as Drink and Baths; Hydrotherapeutic Opera- 
tions, Baths, &c.; Diseases, and the full Process of their Treat- 
ment by Water; Many cases; Rules for Persons und 
the Water Cure; for Diet, &c, The whole founded on observa- 
tions and experience made at Grafenburg and other continental 
Establishmen's. By Tuomas Smetuurst, M.D. 
Dr Smethurst’s Establishment, Spencer House, Ramsgate, is 
now in full operation, 
London: Joun Snow, 35, Paternoster row; and may be had 
through all Booksellers. 


THE PRIZE ESSAY ON CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. 
Fourth Thousand. 
In one handsome vol., royal 12mo, price 10s. 6d. cloth, uniform 
with the Author’s other works, 


Tux GREAT COMMISSION; or, The Chris- 


tian Church Constituted and Charged to Convey the Gos- 
pel to the World. By the Rev. Joun Harris, D.D., President 
of Cheshunt college, author of Mammon,” The Great 
Teacher,” &c. 

To this Essay the prize of —— Hundred Guineas has been 

awarded. 

“The production, in all its departments, bears the impress of 
the hand of a consummate artist. The symmetry, the propor- 
tion of parts to parts, is all but perfect. The materials are 
skilfully selected; they are rich, varied, and appropriate. 
Nothing is wanting that knowledge, research, or invention, 
could supply. The work throughout bespeaks the Christian, the 

hilosopher, the man of letters, and, rarest of all, the man of 
business." —-Kelectic Review. | 

“It is a magnificent production. Comprehensive in plan, 
admirable in arrangement, elegant in diction, happy in illustra- 
tion, cogent and conclusive in reasoning, and powerful in appeal. 
It is a volume which the church of Christ, if true to her interests 
and faithful to the responsibilities of her high vocation, never 
mnst, never can, willingly let die.’ "—Christian Examiner. 

Now ready, in medium 8vo en le., part VII., containing 


A CONFESSION OF MY FAITH, AND A 
REASON OF MY PRACTICE concluded; with “Saved by 
Grace.“ By Jonn Bunyan, author of the Pilgrim’s Progress.” 

N.B. The work will be completed in Twelve Parts. 
3 T. WaRD and Co., ter row. 
NEW AND VALUABLE WORKS 
Published by Jonn Snow, 35, Paternoster row. 
Third Thousand, just. published, under the sanction of the Di- 
rectors of the London Missio Society. Price 128. 


EMOIRS of the Rev. JO WILLIAMS, 


Missionary to Polynesia, compiled from his Journals, 


Correspondence, and other authentic sources. By the Rev. E. 
Prout, of Halstead. 

„We feel uy indebted to Mr Prout for this valuable effort 
of his pen. He has done honour to himself, while he has con- 
— a lasting obligation on the Christian church.”—Evangeli- 
cal Mag. 

“It is truly an awakening heart-stirring tale of Missionary 
enterprise.” —Christian Lady's Mag. 

We regard the work as a highly excellent and judicious life 
of a t man, and an honou missionary fitted to be most 
useful to the churches of Christ.“ United ssion Mag. 

„It is a book that must command attention. No missionary 
library will have any pretensions to completeness without the 
memoir of John Williams.” — Watchman. 

CHEAP EDITION. 
On the 6th inst, will be published, foolscap 8vo, the Third Edi- 
tion, with Portrait, bound in cloth, price 6s. 

The MARTYR of ERROMANGA; or, the Philosophy of 
Missions: illustrated from the Labours, Death, and Character of 
the late Rev. JOHN WILLIAMS. By Rev. Jonx Campsr ti, D. D. 

One of the most original and extraordinary works of the pre- 
sent day.”—Congregational Mag. 

Just published, in one handsome volume, 8vo, price 10s. 

The ADVANCEMENT of RELIGION, the CLAIM of the 
TIMES, By Rev. ANDREW Regp, D. D. 

It is more calculated to revive the church, than all the re- 
vival books of the age put together.“ - Eclectie Review. 

It is written in a style of masterly cloquence. Every 
is like a flood of light; every sentence is as though it had been 
dipped in heaven.“ We beg and entreat of our affluent Christian 
friends to promote its distribution among our ministers and 
churches; wherever it is circulated and read, it will be deemed 
a treasure of incomparable worth, and will be productive of im- 
pressions and results which will never die.”"—Wesleyan Me- 
thodist New Connexion Mag. 


Dedicated, My special permission, to H. R. H. Prince ALBERT. 
venth Thousand.—In one vol., 8vo, 
With Map, and beautifully Illustrated, price 12s., 
MISSSIONARY LABOURS and SCENES in SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. By Rev. R. Morratt, Twenty-three Years a Mis- 
sionary in Africa. 

The splendid full-length PORTRAIT of the Rev. R. MOFFAT 
is now ready, price 38. 6d. ; proofs, 58.; beautifully coloured, 6s. 
The effort of the Artist has been attended with extraordina 

success, We think that this noble and beautiful full-len 
rtrait of Mr Moffat, which has been characterised as 4 Living 
ieture.“ should be in the possession of every friend of missions 

1 the kingdom. It is certainly the cheapest production 

ofthe day. 


Just published, in foolscap 8vo, with Portrait, price 2s. 6d. cloth 


lettered, 

The FAREWELL SERVICES of the Rev. R. MOFFAT, in 
Edinburgh, Manchester, and London; including his LAST 
SERMON in England. : 

The volume is one of thrilling interest. It will be a great 
favourite with the young.”—Chrn Examiner. 

NEW MISSIONARY REWARD BOOK. 
Just published, with Four Engravings, price 2d., 

AFRICAN STORIES. A FAREWELL ADDRESS TO 

SUNDAY SCHOLARS. By Rev. R. Morrar. 
MISSIONARY WORK ON CHINA. 
FIFTH THOUSAND. In one handsome volume, 8vo cloth, 12s. 

CHINA: its State and Prospects, with eapecial reference to 
the spread of the Gospel, Xc. AF Rev. W. H. Maonvunsr, 
twenty years a Missio to the Chinese. 

„Mr Medhurst's book is one of those which he that begins to 
read will scarcely be able to close till he arrives at the last page : 
and he who has Lend it once will be glad of the opportunity of 
frequently consulting it.” —Wesleyan est 


Io those who are interested in investigations on the state of 
China this book will be a most valuable aid. It has advanced 
our knowledge of China immensely.”"—Churchman's Mag. 

MISSIONARY WORK ON INDIA. 
Second Thousand.—In 8vo, beautifully Illustrated, handsomely 
bound in cloth and lettered, price 12s., 

BRITISH INDIA; in its Relation to the Decline of Hindoo- 
ism and the progress of Christianity; containing Remarks on 
the Manners, Customs, and Literature of the People, on the 


aud Political Relations, &c., Ke. By the Rev. WILLIAM Caur- 
BELL, of the London Missionary Society. _ 

“The Bangalore missionary has produced a volume of extra- 
ordinary interest.“ Patriot. 

“A volume of great interest and worth.”—Watchman. ee 

“ ‘This is really a noble missionary work, of thrilling interest. 
- kran. Mag. 


„Ne earnestly recommend Mr Campbell's admirable work on 


British India to public attention.”—Congregational Mag. 


Etfects which Idolatry has produced upon their Civil, Moral, | 


Town, in the Midland Counti 
tice, has a vacancy for an Articled . A moderate prem. 
ium would be ; and the Advertiser could accommodate 
his pupil in his own house if desired. Address A.B., care of 
Mr Erlen, Law Stationer, Temple Street. Whitefriars, London 


—— 


YORK ROAD CHAPEL LAMBETH. 


murs CHAPEL having been closed for two 
Sabbaths, for painting, &c., will be RE-OPENED for 
Public Worship next Lord’s Day, May 7th, when the Rev. Dr 
ALLIOTT will commence his stated labours, as minister of the 
chapel. Service in the morning at Eleven o'clock, and in the 
evening at past Six. 


HE Tenth Anniversary of the BRITISH and 
FOREIGN SAILORS’ SOCIETY, will be held in the 
HALL of COMMERCE, Threadneedle street, on MONDAY 
EVENING, MAY Sch, 1843. CHARLES HINDLEY, Eaq., 
M. P., will take the Chair at Six o’Clock.. 


COLONIAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


1 Seventh ANNUAL MEETING of the 
COLONIAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY, will be held in 
FINSBURY CHAPEL, on FRIDAY EVENING, the 12th of 
MAY. Chair to be taken at Six o’Clock precisely, by the Right 
Honourable Lord MORPETH. 
| ALGERNON WELLS, Secretary. P 


Ji 

HE ANNUAL MEETING of the SOCIETY 

for the PROMOTION of PERMANENT and UNIVER- 

SAL PEASE, will be held in the Friends Meeting House, 

Houndsditch, on TUESDAY, the 22rd of MAY, 1813 at six 

o’clock in the evening 3 SAMUEL GURNEY Esq., 

the treasurer, has engaged to e the Chair. N. B. Subserip- 

tions and Donations in aid of the funds received by Mr Alx - 

ANDER Brockway, at the Office of the Society, 19, New Broad 
street, FinsburyCircus. 


CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ENGLAND AND WALES. 


HE MEETING of the THIRTEENTH 
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY will be held in CROSBY HALL, 
GREAT ST HELEN’S, BISHOPSGATE STREET, on TUES- 
DAY MORNING, the 9th of MAY. Chair to be taken at nine 
o’clock precisely, by the Rev. JOHN REYNOLDS, of Romsey. 
Brethren intending to be present are — Zoqenstnn 
to obtain tickets of admission at the Congregational Library, on 
Monday evening, where attendants will n to deliver them 


from Five o’clock to Seven. Those gentlemen who cannot apply 
for tickets on the preceding evening, may be sup in the 
Committee Room, at the Hall, or before the Chair is taken on 


Tuesday Morning. 
ALGERNON WELLS, Secretary. 


—— 


GENERAL FUNERAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


150, Blackfriar’s Road, o ite the M 
OHN R. WILD.—FAMILIES WISHING to 


have Funerals conducted with Economy and Increased 
Solemnity, and avoid the extravagant charges generally made to 
the injury of the Survivors, w means are frequently re- 
duced, in consequence of the harassing necessity of employing 
parties totally unacquainted with the business, inour- 
ring the most wanton expenditure—to su this extensive 
arrangements have been entered into at this Establishment. 
Carriage funerals, including all charges to either Cemetary, or 
elsewhere, £558. Funerals to any extent at equally reduced 
priees. 


+ 
RGAN MANUFACTORY.—T. C. BATES, 
6, Lfidgate hill, and 30, Colmore row, Birmingham. 
CHURCH OR CHAPEL FINGER ORGANS, 
No. 1, Four Stops. 


1, Open Diapasoeoen ose | 221 Pipes. 
2. Stopt Diapason ..... eccccccccenes | 
Dy EE ˙ AAA ee wat 

| 4, Fifteemth ...cccces- oc vnesess . £78 15 0 


With shifting movement, and an octave and half of German 
Pedals, in handsome Gothic cases, painted oak (or any colour), 


oy speaking pipes in front, horizontal bellows to blow behind— 
1 feet high —6 ft 6 in. wide—3 ft 6 in. deep. 
1 No. 2, Six Stops. 
Open Diapa son d 
2. Stopt Diapason 5 12 Pipes. 
% nome 
4. Duleiana eeeeseeeeveeee@ eeeeeeeeeeee 
o e ‘ £110 
o 


With two compound Pedals, and an octave and half of Germas 
Pedals, in handsome Gothic cases, painted oak (or any colour), 
6 2 yy in front, horizontal bellows to blow behind 

3 ft high—7 ft 6 in. wide—4 ft deep. 

The bold and powerful tone of these instruments produces an 
effect by far more grand than any of the organs of the Old School, 
containing double the number of stops. 3 


ewes ee ee 


TO THE INHABITANTS OF LONDON GENERALLY. 


CMY TEA WAREHOUSE, 2, BUCKLERS- 
BURY, CHEAPSIDE.—We refer to our Cireular issued 
a few months back, in which we stated our intention of supply- 
ing the Public with TEAS and COFFEES at the wholesale 
for Cash. We return our best thanks for the support we have 
received. The markets, both for Teas and Coffees, have been 
much depressed, and the advantages of any depression are im- 
mediately felt by the Purchaser. At present we are enabled to 
quote the following. 


Sound Congou @eeereeeeeveeeeeeeeeeee# 3s. 8d. 

A good useful Tea for Economists and large Establishments. 
Strong Breakfast Souchong, Pekoe kind . . 4. Od. 
We can recommend this as a most Tea. 

Rich Pekoe Souchong, 4s.4d. This ‘Tea will be found sufficient 
for any family use, and we think it unnecessary to give more. 
Finest impo 6 6 6 6 „ „ „ 0 „ „%%% „„ 58. Od. 
GREEN TEAS. 

Goed Green Tea 2 62 2 2 „„ „„ „„ „ 6 „ 0 „ „ „„ „„ 0 0 3s. 8d. to 4s. Od. 
Good Hyson Tea. e ee 
Genuine Hyson, some years back, would have fetched 78. 


Fine Young Hyson, 5. Od. This Tea is strongly recommended. 
Gunpowder T 


BLACK TEAS. 


Fine Small Leaf ditto ....... l ee eee eee E 

Finest Pearl Lease CC 76. Od. 

Finest Hyson (the finest imported) . . Od. 
COFFEE. 


Good Ceylon Coffee, ectly sweet and warranted .... ls. Od 
Finest ditto, Is. 2d. 3 * as good as half the Coffee imported 
and sold at a much higher price. 

Finest ditto (rich mellow flavour), ls. 4d. We have great sale 

for this article, and can strongly recommend it. 

Finest Java, Is. 6d. This will be found all a family can desire. 
Finest Plantation „ „%% %% % %%% „% „ „„ 6 % ẽ 2 K ls. 8d. 
The Finest Mocha rted, usually soldat3s. ........ 2. Od. 

Goods sent within Five Miles, free of expense; and Orders 
from the Country, remittances or post-office orders. 
attended to with MANSELL and CO., 2, Bucklers- 
bury, Cheapside (between the Poultry and Ch ide, the second 


house on right). All Goods must be paid for prior to or on 
delivery. 7 


— — ——— 


Printed and Published at the Office, at No 4, Crane 
Fleet Street, near Fetter Lane, in the City of London, by 
Joux Henry Davis, of No, 76, York Road. Lambeth, in 
county of Surrey, on WapNnesDAY, 3rd of Mar, 1843, a 


: 


